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The Epiſtle Dedicatory to the Youth of England, 


eſpecially to thoſe who are in or about the City 
of LONDON... "2 


$44 et 


Hough 1 fear you are not all of you in ſo good a condi-- 
tion for your ſouls, as that I may apply thoſe words to ' 


Sirs, 7 Sg As __ hy " 
you pithout exception , which are in 1 Fob. 2,14, # 


1 [| have written unto you , young men, becauſe you are ſtrong, 


and the word of God abideth in you, and ye! have overcome the wicked 

HY ons: yet the {earcher of all hearts knoweth, that I have written , 
this Preface, and the enſuing Treeztiſe to you , ont of an earneſt" 
deſire that ir might be ſo with you. As,you are the Flower,{o you 
are the Hope of this preſent generation." If God be not pleafed 
to raiſe up from among you ſpme conſidegable number of true 
Converts to Jeſus Chriſt , 1 Wl Ned Ne , both for your 

y 


VF 
if you be net converted to Jeſus Chriſt , you will be*confounded 
by him, |- And for the Church of 'God , becauſe if you be not 
lively Ree it , you will be either profeſſed enemies, or but 


ſelves, and for the Church ſelygs , becauſe 


prerended friends. 
My Self and Others, that ſtand upon the brink of Eternity,” 
by reaſon of age, can ſee better than your ſelves ( becauſe we 
have had experience of it ) that your youthful time is a dange- 
rous time, wherein, however you may now rejoyce, yetif you 
take not heed; you may contract ſuch guilt to your ſouls, as may 
make you to mourn hereafter, yea for ever, Prov.5,11,12,13. 3 4 
You are apt to put by convictions , and the calls of Grace, im F þ 
hope of longer life , and fo to be unwilling, yet to cepent, be" * þF 
cauſe you are too confident that you ſhall not die z as it holinet$ 
were not a thing in ſeaſon for ſuch as you-are. 1. & 
'But doth God put of doing good to you, till you are old ?. Is 
he not. Now preſerving of you, and providing for you while you 
Jare young? Anf hath he not been looking after you .in the 
I Womb, in the Cradle, in your Childhood, and'even to this day. ? 
Who hath brought you along to. the Growth' and Stature to. - 
Fhich you have attained ? Hath not the hand 6f the Lord beert' |; 
'- all this? Why then will you put off. the Yniog (road orun; *þ 
Fill! you are'o1d ? What horrible unthankfulnelsj5 this to:God:3- , *- | 
And where do you prove in — , that:you m_ 4 by. |4 
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The Epittle Ledicatory, 
long ? or, that you ſhall without fail dye God's fervants, if you 
live ſlaves to vn. and Satan? Have you the Spirit of .Grace at 
your command ? When it comes and Knocks at your hearts for 
an entrance , can you bid it ſtand by for a while, till you have 


run your conr(e infin, and then cauſe it to return again, and ſan- 
Etifie you , when tharTad race is at anend ? God will make you, 


ro know, that if you will not have mercy in his time , you (hall 
never have it. + Indeed he ftoops very low in the (ſaving 'of 


ſouls; but never doth ke condeſcend to this , that a ſinner ſhall 


| > find merty when om 


' You are now about that point of your life , wherein Chri 
brings his righteouſneſs near to you; and the favour of God, 
and eternal talvation is in Come ſort within your reach ,. 1ſa. 46. 


13; But if you ſhould let your opportunity flip, there is none of 


'you can fetch it back again , Prov. 1..28. &c. Take heed , you 
that are in your ſins , leſt inſtead of hearkning to that voyce of 


| | . God that bids you come away, you hearken to the voyce of Sa- 


tan , that bids you ſtay. If your bodies were upon finking 


ground , what haſte would you make to remove your feet , leſt 


if you ſhould abide there but a little longer, you ſhould be twal- 


lowed up, gnd paſt r&overy 2 Oh that you were but as wiſe for 
your (ouls , which axe every moment in dreadful danger till you 
are born again! 


But becauſe I intend to be brief in the way of an Fpiſtle, (forſÞ 


the Porch muſt not be too great where the Rouſe it ſelf is but 
little) therefore I will ſay ſomewhat more to you, as you may be 
gain with a concluding gword to ALL of you in general. | 
There is a double diftin&tion under which I would cdnſider 
you, and {peak to you. 
'"1. Some of you are the Children of Godly Parents , others 
_ are not. 


conſidered 'under a twofold diftin&tion , and ſo conjoyn you a-fþ 


| \ 2. Some of you are yet in your Apprenticeſhips and ſerviee ſhi 
' > ©. . and with others of you that time is expired, 
- You that are the Children of Godly Parents , (according tofhy 


the firſt diſtin&ion) Oh! if. you ſhould not be good , what ca 

you l.aye to plead for your ſelves? I take it for granted , that 
you have had the advantages of your Parents gracious inſtructi 
ons, holy examples, and fervent prayers. Have you forgottet 
that charge they laid upon you to fear the 'Lord ? much like te 
that of David: to Solomon, 1 Chron. 28. 9. And thou Solomot 


+ 17 Sou.» know -thon the God of 1by Father, and ſerve him with a pee 
'* -» fe} heart, and with a willing mind ; for the Lord ſearcheth all heart1gh, 


; Bo and wnderflandeth all the tm aginations of the thoughts : if thou ſeek 


he awill be ſound of thee, but if #hou forſaks him, he will coſt thee q | 
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Why will you let the Pains, the Prayers, the. Tears, the De- 
res , the Hopes of the Father that begot you , and the Mother 
that bare you , to be loſt and fruſtrated ? If your Parents be yet 
live, would it not be the joy of thery hearts to ſee that God had 

ircumciſed yours? And if they be dead, will you nct be afraid 
to meet them at the Tribunal of Jeſus Chriſt , in an unregene- 
rate condition ? It was no ſmall mercy-to you , that God fhould 
make you to be the ſeed of the righteous: and it will be no (mall 
aggravation of your fin, if you ſhould not be a righteous ſeed. 
Perhaps beſides your immediate Parents, your Fore-tathers and 

nceſtours were ſuch as walked with God-1 their feveral genes 
ratiofs, and ſo Godlineſs hath (through tree- grace) been , as it 
ere, entailed upon your houſe, from one age to another. Now 
what a dreadful thing would it be, if any of you thould cut of 
he entail of Godline(s! Or that you ſhould go to Kell, whoſe 


WParents are going, or gone to Heaven. Let me deſire you to ob- 
3 erve thoſe words of David, Plal.116. i6. Oh Lord , truly I am thy 
aA- 


ervant , 1 am thy ſervant, and the Son of thy handmaid, That you 
re the ſons of the ſervants, and hand-maidens of the Lord, 
let Kſhould be lookt upon by you , as a ſtrong engagement to. be th 
'al-Mervants of the Lord your ſelves. | 


tor} Asfor you whoſe Parents are not godly , that muſt not keep | 


/OU-Byou from labouring to beſo , becauſe if rhey arenot ſuch, yet 
| hey ſhould be ſuch. And rather than they ſhould be wicked 
tor For want of ſome body to give them warning';z ſo.far ſhoul4 
but Fyou be from following them in- their unlawful ſteps, that you 
| be your ſelves are bound in Conſcience in an humble reverent man- 
| 2-Wer to inform them of their fin, and danger. See. Fonathan d0- 
ng it to Saul his Father, 1 Sam. 15. 4, 5. It would be the high - 
madneſs in you to throw away your own ſouls ,/ though you 
ould ſee your own Fathers throwing away theirs before you. 
AsI faid before to thoſe whoſe Parents were gracious , that it 
would be a dreadful thing for them to cut off the entail of God- 
ineſs 3 So now Iſay to you whoſe Parents are wicked , that i: 
would be a bleſſed thing for you to cut off the entail of fin ; 
hich if you ſhall do, will alſo cut off the entail of thoſe Juc 8. 
ents which otherwite might come upon you for your Father's 
iquities. | Read to this purpoſe, Z£zek.18. 14,15,16,17. And oh 
what'an honour will this be to yon, if you ſhalldo that which 
"Ms right in the fight of the Lord, when thoſe out of whoſe bow+ 
ls you came, did that which was evil! Mark what notice is 
iken by way of commendation of young Abijab , the Son; of 
wicked Feroboam , becauſe in him was found ſome good thing t6> 
ds the Lord God of Iſrael, in the houſe of Jeroboam, 1 Kings 14» 
3. It is matter of great thankfulne's , and rejoycing to any bez 
| A 3 
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4 The Epidtle Dedrcatory. | 
| Holder; thn good children ſhould come evenout of a good fami 
ly :'but that the branches {hould be holy where the root was not 
is matter of greater admiration and praiſe. And yet ſuch won 
derful mercy doth the Lord ſometimes ſhew to ſome Children 
who-neither by the Fathers , nor Mothers fide , can plead an 
right to the Covenant of. Grace, + Be not diſcouraged therefor 
from looking after the Promiſe, becauſe you are not, according 
to the nattiral birth, the ſeed of true believers : but repent and 
believe the Goſpel, and then, inſtead of that (and which is more 
than that) you will according tothe ſpiritual birth, be the Son 
of Abraham, yea the Sons of God. Ky 
'- Now,inorder to the ſecond. diſtinetion. Some of you are yet 
in your Apprenticefhip and: Service, in which you ought to be 
have your ſelves with that obedience to your Governours, witl 
that diligence and faithfulneſs in the Duties of your places, thi 
you may be bleſſings to the families into which God by his Pre 
vidence hath called you.. . Take heed of pride, tubbornneſs 
idleneſs, evil company , and of wronging your Maſters in the, 
leaſt kind. Be much in the conſideration ,, and imitation off: 
Faceb , and Joſeph, The firſt of which ſerved -Labax with al 
his power, Gen, 31.6,” And. the other was ſo-careful and conſci{, 
entious in his. Maſter's bufine{s,- that he made'hima Overſeer of. 
his houſe, and put all that he:had into his hands, Gee.39.4. 
I would adviſe you to get ſuch Scriptures by heart which in 
ſiru& ſervants in their duties, cfpecially theſe Epheſ.5.5,6,7,8.Col 
3.22,23,24,25.1 Tim. 6.12: Tit. 2. 9,.10.'1 Pet.2. 18,19. &c, Tak 
your Bibles, and turn to theſe places, . and read,. remember, and 


praiſe them. 


- And becauſe there is a {art of wicked young ones , who nat 
being contented with being vile themſelves 4: do deſire to drawll. 
others into the fellowſhip of - their works of darkneſs , therefore 
Jet not that word depart trom you, in Prow.1.19, My Son, irf fin 
mers entice thee, conſent thoa not:;' and verſe /15+ Ay Son watk 


then inthe way anh them, refrain thy foot fromiberr-path: See alſg 


P:ov. 4. VA,u5" ec. pP ae Slreld-e 2 > 
Confidet what a comfort it will be to you , when you ſhall & 
out of your Time, to look back upon thoſe years, for the term off 
which you were bound to your Maſters, and to have the teſtimg 
'ny of a'go0od'Coriſcience, thatyou have beg fgithful, . Striv 
to be ſuch in your'(ervice, that when you are to be;gone' fron 
your 'Mafters', they may rather }be:{ad , than glad to-part with 
you; and confideritharthoſe that,are not good fervants, are n 
ver like to be [goo Matters: - Whatever difficulties or hard(hig; 
any of you may meet with zn'your:Apprenticeſhip ,; by the inf 
Peglect of your Governours in doing their duty , let nut the 
Pen, - --2 ec 


, | | The Epitle Dedicatory. _" 
Yep you from doing yours : and pray to God to help you 
zrongh all, and to ſan&tifie the worit:to you : Andif ever you 
ould come to have ſervants your (elves , look that you be bet- 


-r tothem, than ſuch Maſters have been to you. 
And now for you, Young men, whoſe years of Apprenticeſhip 


AOIGre expired , and who are no longer ſervants , becauſe you are 


Wc from your Maſters, You have a wide World before you, take 
Sced that you be not loſt in it , by wandring from the paths of 
TÞ od's commandments, either, « ; 

1. In the abuſing of your liberty, or, - «+ 

-2, In the uſing of your Trades, Wy: | 
As for your Liberty; Remember thatthough the yoke of your 
- Maſters be off, yet. you muſt Keep the yoke of Chriſt-on: or you 

Wuſt take it upon'you , it” yet you'havenot, ' As you had a Ma» 
"Scr on earth whoſe Servants you wereto be for a certain time, 
Þ you have a Maſter in Heaven , whote ſervants you muk befor 
er. And this will beno unwelcome news to you , if you do 
Fut underſtand what 'a good Maſter: the Lord is to all that ſerve 
im in ſincerity, and with all theirheart. Though therefore 
ou have obtained freedom from man”, yet you muſt not take 
y freedom to: fin; againſt God 3” and though you are, in 
at reſpeX, at your own divers; yet':you muſt not live as 
you were yonr own. I think that Young men at the. coming 
t of [their me had need. count-it'one of the ſpecial times of 
ir life, wherein they ſhould be moft watchful. For it maybe 
Tſily obſerved in too many , that there is ſuch profaneneſs then 
Wanifeſted, as if hell were broken looſe, 
In the uſing of your Trades and Callings in your own Houſes 
d Shops , to which you are come , you muſt manage all things 
& thoſe that do not make mens pra&tices but God s precepts the 
Tile of your buying and ſelling , and dealing. Beware of the 
dve of money , which is the root of all evill. If an eſtate will 
ot come handſomly within your reach , but you muſt go out of 


Fod's way to get it, let it paſs, ir is not worth the having, I 


'Fould not for all the World have that to anſwer for , that ſome 
Rave for growing rich by unwarrantable ways. That will be 
1d gain at laſt which brings the loſsof The ſoul. It is 'menshot- 
ble unbelief ; and ignorance , and. diſtruſifulneſs of Gad's al- 
ficiency , that makes them think they ſhall not get enough for 
AMcmſelves, and theirs to live comfortably upon., unlefs they 
Would ſtretch their Conſciences beyond the due bonads. And 
eWre that which 15 unzvſtly gotten will be followed with a bla- 
Wi-7 when that which is honeſtly come by , will be followed 
ith a ble//,no. 
And now tor aconcluſion to all of you. What harh I.irherto 
| A 4 been 
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-F - . The Epiflle Dedicatory. 

"been ſpoken ; 1s but , as'it were; to prepare you a little for t 
great duty. of Remembring. NO W your Creatour in the days of you 
7.0 #TH, to which as you are commanded by God, fo youare ex 
Horted and dire&ed by me in the following diſcourſe, . Tow ha 
had the Fathers of your fleſh, who have correed you , to whom you hat 

| (or fthould have) given reverence : but there us a Father of your $} 
Tits, who hath Created you, how n:nch more ſhould you bein ſubjeti 
#nto bin that you.may live ? Heb, 12. 9. Be ſure, you never we 
remember your ſelves , if you forget the Lord." When the Prc 
digal-Son came to himſelf he preſently-thought of returning tt 
His Father, Luke 15. 17, 18, 19, . Notwithſtanding all your ſins 
Kainſt God , his bowels of :loye will receive you , if you do nd 

© "refuſe the mercy that is offered =o! "He knows as well how 
pardon the penitent , asto puniſh the impenitent, It is his inf 
nite goodneſs to your ſouls, - that you ſhould have ſome to wa 

-you before jt be toolate. In the number of which I have de 
lired to be one, out of an hearty well-wiſhing to your eter 
good, TI hall greatly rejoyce , and bleſs the Lord , if I'mayt 
inſtrumental by any poor endeavours of mine to get you fre 
from that guilt which is mentioned in Deut. 32. 18. 0f the roc 
that beg at thee thou art pnmiudfed, aud hait forgotten God that for 
ed thee, + Now read and conſider what follows ,. and the Lo 
give you underſtanding, and add his own bleffing, teaching ye 
faithfully to improve all the helps and furtherances he 15. pleaſe 
to vouchſafe unto you for your ſouls advantage, - itt 
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CHAP. L 
,< 
The Expoſition of the Words: 


Eccl. 1 2. 1+ Remember now thy Creatour-in the 
2» days of thy Youth. OY 


H E Royal Preacher King Solomen in the latter 
 partof the foregoing Chapter, doth by an em- ? 
phatical Irony diſwade yourg men from thoſe Þ 

youthful luſts, and ſenſual pleaſures, where- 2 
- unto they are naturally addicted; and that by 
the conſideration of that dreadful account they :* 
are to give unto God at.the great-day, as*verl, _ 

4. Rejoyce O young max in thy youth, aud walke in the way of thine ' 
heart, and in the ſight of thine ejes , but know thou, that fs all theſs | 
things, God will bring rhee into Fudgement, AsSif he had faid,fince } 
thou art ſo ſet upon it to have thy will, and thy way, to ſuck the 7 
fweet and make the beſt of what s before thee, take thy conrſe, | 
P 

'4 


take thy fill of thy pleaſure, eaſe, and hearts content whilſt thou # 
liveſt: but remember what comes after, and know that. for. all Þ 
thy ſweet morſels, and pleaſant draughts, for all thy gleafant ' 

ſins, and youthful liberties, and thoſe vain and wicked courſes, 
wherein thou now takeſt ſuch content and delight , God will 
ing thee into judgment : dye thou muſt, thou knowelt not how? |: 
ſoon, and after_death thou ſhalt be-brought before Gods Tribu-: |: 
nal, ,there to anſwer for all that thou . haſt done, and receive a |: 
juſt recompence of reward. Remember this, O Young mang..//; 
and then go on thy way at thy peril. _ RT 
'  Solomoy having thus diſſwaded young men from their youth . 

ful luſts and pleaſures : In the beginning of this Chapter he per- þ 
ſwades them to the ſeeking of God, and that from their youth, 


and younger years, by ſeveral arguments. 
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- © The firſt is couched in the four firſt verſesof this twelfth Chap- 
* ter, takenfrom the unfitneſs of old men to ſet themſelves to the 

> ſervice of Cod, which they haye negle&cd all the former part 
'- of their lives : Remember now thy Creatour in the days of thy Touth, 
; \ 4uhile the evil days come not, nr the years draw nigh, avben thou ſhalt 
ſay, I have no pleaſure iu them. Briefly to clear the words. 

Kemember,] Young men of all others in this caſe, have but 
ſhort memories, are apt to forget God, his ways and judgements, 
and to leave the care and minding hereof to their old age. There- 
fore the Wiſe man knowing how unfit and unſeaſonable that 
would be to enter upon ſo great a work in, adviſeth them to be. 
gin betimes, and early to fix their thoughts on God, and to con- 
ſecrate their ſirength, from the very firſt to him. For this vre- 
membrance inthe text doth not only 1mport an a&# of memory, but 
ſuch a calling to mind as works upon the affettion, and pragice, 
ſo as to ſet us a doing of what we know and remember, 

To remember God is the ſame as to know God, tolove and fear 
ard ſerve him, 'Tis the ſame counſel which Solomon here gives, 
which once he received from his aged Father, 1 Chron, 28. g, 
' Aud thou Solomon my Son, know thou the Ged of thy Father, and 
ſerve him wwith a perfeft heart, and willing mind. As God is ſaid to 
remember man, when he thinks upon him to do him good : $6 
$. man doth then remember God, when he thinks upon him to do 
1 him{ſervice, Em, 

*. Thy Creatonr,] From whom thou hadſt thy/ being, and well- 
being, thy Creation and Preſervation, and therefore oweſt thy 
ſelf, and ſervice unto him, As thou art from God, ſo. thou 
oughtelt to loye and live unto him : he made thee this living ſoul 
after his own image; and thereby as thou art more capable, ſo 
art thou the more obliged unto him 3 and that 
- Now tn the ger of thy Youth, ) Which is the prime of thy time, 
\ the flower ofthine Agegthe ſtrength of thy life, when'thou art a- 
|| ble todo him the beſtſervice. God will be ſerved with the beſt 
- and all thy firength, and will not be putoff till thy ſtrength be 
+ gorre's therefore now in the flower of thy youth give up thy (elf 
- unto him. 
;-- From the drift and ſcope of Solomon in theſe words, may be 
ed&rhis paint of Dodtrine. | Sek O'S 
*-*DoQ.?t 75 a duty incumbent upon all zoung men to conſecrate the prims 
#nd'frrength of rhtir days to the vie of God, So to remember God 


| 

| 

| ias to'devore themſelves to him. This was Typified under the 
| Law, where the Lord required the frf-fruits to be dedicated un- 

i, { his, the © frf-born to be ſanEtified unto him, and the young 

! Pwllocks and Lambs to be offertd in Sacrifice unto him. Which 


, 
* 


| © was written for our learning, to teach and inſtruet us, to offer 
Fe. 


. unto 


Us 
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unto God the ſervice of our youth as well as the ſervice of our 
old age. And is it not moſt equal that as the firf-fruits of other 
things, $0 the frf-fruits of man, of his ripened underſtanding 


and affeRions ſhould be given unto God ? Was the Lord greatly 


offended when as men reſerved the beſt of the Rock to them- 
ſelves, and offered theold, the blind, and the lame unto him 2 
And will he be .well pleaſed that we devote our youth, and 
younger years to the ſervice of Satan, and the ſatisfying our 
own luſts, and reſerye ſor him only our decrepit old age ? 


This is likewiſe commended to us in the example of divers 


young men recorded in Scripture. We read of 1/aac, that while 


he was young he accuſtomed himfelf to prayer and meditatzon, - 


Gen, 24. 63. Of Fofiah, that when he was eight years old, he did 
that which was right in the ſight of the Loyd: Aud in the eighth year. of 
his reign, while he was yet young, he began to ſeek after the God of 
David his Father, 2 Chron. 34. ver. 1,3. Of Obadiah, that he fear- 
ed the Lord from his youth, 1 King. 18. 12, And of T;,mothy, that 
from a Child he had kuown the holy Scriptures, which were able to make 
him wiſe unto ſalvation, 2 Tim. 3. 15. If any ſhall ask, wher-avith. 
all ſhall a young man cleanſe his way ? Surely by following the ex- 
ample of ſuch rare young men as thele were, 

The Reaſons of the point. 

Reaſ. 1. Towth is the fateft time that can be given unts God, as be- 
ing the Spring-time, and excellentef} part of thy life, In the grave 
there isno ſerving God : in thine 074d age it is bad (erving him, by 


reaſon of the manifold weakneſſes and infirmities which do ac- © 


company the ſame : therefore th; Tauch muſt needs be the fitteſt 
time for his ſervice. For, 
I. Touth is moſt ative and vigorous, quick and lively, being mot at 


all clogged with the infoymities of age. Then is thy body ſtrongeſt, ' 


thy wit (harpeſt, and thy memory molt capable, and retentive. 
How unworthy then is it for thee to Sacritice thy youth to' Bac- 
chas and Venus, to ungodly ſenſnality and luxury, and atlaſtto 
lay thine old bones upon God's Altar ? O what pitty is 1t, that 
the Devil, the world, and the fleſh ſhould have thy cream and 
fower > And how ſhameful that God, to whom thy whole life is 
due, ſhould have only thy bran, and dreggs. 

2, Towth is the time of ftrength, and he larvier of God being no 


eafie work calls for thine utmolt ſtrength ; the rength of thy - 


body, as well as the ſtrength of thy mind. Our Saviour requires, 
Prive 30 enter in. at the ſtrait gate. The word in the Greek ſigni- 


fieth a ſtriving with'our utmoſt 5kill,. ſtrength, .and attivity, 
as wreſilers do for maſtery. And faith the Apoſtle, work owt your _ 


ſalvation, where the word in the Original ſignifieth to work with 
the greateſt induſtry, Old men whoſe ſtrengths waſted, on 
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like to make but poor wreſtlers, and as poor workers : And there- 
' fore what fitter time can there be incarneſt to (et upon the difi- 
culties of religion, and godline's, and the'mighty and weighty 
works thereof, than in the ſtrength of our days? | 
Real, 2, The ſervice of thy youth is the miſt acceftable ſervice unto 
God. When Abraham manifeſted his willingneſs to Sacrifice hs 
young Son Iſazc, upon the command of God, oh how kindly did 
the Lord take it ! and thereupon promiſed, yea ſwore unto him, 
{aying, Beca'ſe thou haſt done this thing, that in bleſſing 1 will bleſs 
thee, Gen. 22, 15, Inlike manner, ifthou (halt conſecrate thy 
younger years unto God, which is, (as it were) to ſacrifice thy 
Iſaac, he willtake it kindly at thy hands, and thou ſhalt be re- 
membred with a bleſling in thine age : for with ſuch ſacrifices Gol 
is well pleaſed, When our Saviour heard the rich man in the Gof- 
pel.ſay, AU theſe commandments have I k-pt from my youth, The E- 
vangelit noteth that beho!ding he loved him, to (hew poſſibly, how 
ne loveth the ſervice of young men, how pleaſing and accepta- 
ble -it is tohim. And it 15queſtionable, whether God who calls 
for the firſt fruits of tay life, if thou deny him that, will accept 
the gleinings of thine age. . 
Reaf, 3. &4nother reaſon may be taken from the mementary ſhortneſs, 
and mutable uncertainty of thy lifz, So ſhort it isthat the whole of 


D— 


F itfrom firſt to laſt is little enough for thy neceſſary work, - To get 


an intereſt in Chriſt, to mortifie thy luſts, ro furnith thy (elf with 

| grace, to fill up thy fruits of righteouſneſs, and thereby to make 
{ure to thy (elf a better life, believe it, theſe are not the works of 
a few days or hours. 

And fo wncertain 15 thy life, that thou haſt no aſſurance of hv- 
mg one day longer. And therefore as thou haſt any regard to 
the eternal-welfare, and falvation of thy precious ſoul, it beho- 
veth thee now, eyen now to ſet to thy work, to abandon thy 
fins, to cloſe with the tenders and offers of Jeſus Chriſt, to give 
up thy ſelf to the ſervice of God ; For thou knowe!t not what a 
day or an hour may bring forth. 
"Real. 4. iy be taken from the uncertainty of couver ſion in thine 

Ange. Thonglthou wert (ſure to hive long, even to-old-age,and 
thereupon (hould'ſt give up thy ſelf to thy ſenſual liberties, and 
incourage thy ſelf therein by the hopes of an after repentance : 
yet'how canſt thon be ſure, that then at laſt thou ſhalt repent ? 
Converſion is not jn man's power, itis the work of God which 
he is pleaſed to work on whom, and when he will. God 6 mer- 
ciful ro offer grace, but he is juſt alſo to punith the negle& there- 
of. I have read a ſtory of a prophane fellow who was often wont 
£0 lay, he doubted not but tnat he ſhould repent at haſt, if he had 
Þut time to fay three words, Domine miſerrre mei, Lord have mercy 
- : on 
es 
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i. | 03me, Not long after riding over a crazy bridge, both horſe 
ke and man fell into tRe River. But inſtead of ſaying the former 
UY | words, he cryed out in theſe three words, capiet omnia Demon, 
Wort the Devil cake all, Young men, let this be a warning to you all, 
WY venture not on to motrow ,vut to day if ye will hear bu Voice, harden 
did uct your hearts, Pſal. 95. 7. Now God calleth and inviteth thee 
= to turn from thy {ins unto kim, and in good earneſt to ſet upon ' 
leſs the practice of an holy life. He now knocketh at the door of 
h thine heart, offering to enter, that hemay dwell with thee; but 
rnd if thou refuſe to let him in, how knowelt thou whether ever he? 
wt willknock again ? and what if he ihould not ? O what if te that 
4 knocks at thy Door to day ſhould (if thou now open not) never 
"C knock, or look after thee again for ever ? O where muſt thine 
F- everlaſting dwelling then be ? ES: Ep ohs 
ſl Reaſ.5. May be taken from the manifold miſchiefs which will fofow 
Gag upon thy neg let of God in thy youth. PS | 
Us 1. The longer thou putteſt it eff, the more diffcult thou wilt find it, 
ns The difficulty of it will be encreaſed by delay : if thou fii.d.in thy 
r ſelf an unfitneſs or indiſpgition to ſerve God in thy youth, then 
{; wilt be more unfit and indiſpoſed in thine ae: for both {in grow - 
of eth ſtronger and ſtronger, and thou weaker and weaker, There- 
et fore 'tis rarely ſeen that ſuch who ferve the Devil in their youth, 
h do ſerve God in their old age- How feldome do we hear of an 
= oJd ſinner converted ? Can the Ethiop:an change his Skin, or the 
of Lopard his ſpots ; them may ye alſo do good, who are accuffomed to do = 

zil, Jer, 13.23. ASitit werea thing impoſſible for one that hath 
h continued long in a courſe of ſinning, to leave and forfake it $ 
a and to give up himſelf to the ſervice of Gced. Surely with man 
A it is impoſſible, though not with God, unto whom all things axe 

poſſible. It will be therefore thy wiſdome, betimes, even in 
4 thy youth to ſet thy ſelf againſt the power of tt.y corruptions, lets 
$ they grow too {irong in thee to be maſtered and ſubdued, _ 

2. By refuſing 16 ere God 18 thy yonth, thou wilt provoke him to 

L rejett thee in thy azes If a Soulier ſhould ſpend the {:rength of nis 
| days in ſervice againſt his Prince, and in his od age offer his 
? ſervice to him, would he, think you, accept thereof, and not 
n rather reje& both kim and his ſervice ? Can!t thou imagine that 
: God ſhould accept the ſervice of thine old age, when thou kaſt 
; ſpent the ſtrength of thy youth in tle ſervice of Sin and Satan F 
: Serve thy Governour fo, and fee how he will take it. | 


Reaſ. 5. Atay be taken from the benefits which folicay and accompany 
thine early ſerving of God. 

1. Thereby thou wilt prevext manifold fins, eſpecially thy youthful | 
tufts, which to many prove very bitter in their age, when, God ? | 
is pleaſed toſet them home upon their Conſcierce', or ſuffery | 
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them to fly in their faces. Fob (peaks of fome wicked men, (Job 
20. 11.) whoſe bones are full of 1h: fins of their youth, meaning that 
they feel more (mart of them in their old age; than every they 
found pleaſure and delight in them in their youth. 

Such as in their younger years have taken great pains, and 
thereby got heats and colds, are apt to cry out of Aches, and 
ſiches in their Age. Young {inner look” for it, thy early plea- 


| ſures, and youthful wantonneſs, and that drudgery which they 
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have put thee to, are like to be {tiches in thy aged ſides, and 
{words in thy Feart and ſoul. | 
2. The ſooner thou beginueſt to ſerve God here, the greater will be thy 
wvewpard hereafter in Heaven. For thy reward there will be propor. 
tioned to thy work here. Though no man hall be rewarded for 
his works, but only for the merits of his bleſſed Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt; yet God of his free-grace hath promiſed to reward us 
acccrding ts our werks, as the Apoſtle expreſſieth, Rom, 2.6. He 
will render to every one according to his deeds, implying that the mea+ 
{ure of glory hereafter ſhall be proportioned to the meaſure of out 
ſanQification and obedience here. Now the ſooner any man be- 
ginneth to engage his heart to God, the more Tervice will he do 
him in this life, and conſequently the greater reward ſhall he 
have from him in the life to come. Oh what ſtronger argument 
or greater encouragement than this, can-young men poſſibly have 
to devote and conſecrate themſelves from their youth, and ten- 
der years to the ſervice of their Creatour ? 
, The point being thus proved by Scripture, Ecamp'ei, and Rea- 
fons, Come we now to the application thereof. | 
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Containeth both a Uſe of Rep) oof, and of Exhoytation. 


Uſer. JS it aduty incumbent upon all voul g ren to conſecrate 
< ] themſelves to the ſervice of God ? then ſuch are to be 
reproved who devote their flower and prime to the ſervice of Satan, 
and their finful lufts ; and reſtrve their decayed ftrength for God aud 
bis ſervice, accounting the very dreggs, and refuſe of all to be 
ond enough for him, for whom the beſt and principal is not wore 
—_.. | 
. Under the Law they were forbidden to offer any thing unto the 
Lord that bad a blemiſh, gr that were lame and blind, Lev. 3. 1. 22» 
18, 19, 20. and Dent. t5. 21. And for tranſgrefling this Law, 
the Lord reprehended his pgople by the Prophet Malachi 1,8. If 
8 offer the blind for Sacrifice, 15 it mo evil 7 and if ye offer the lame 
a% : ang 
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and ſick, is it not evil? Offer it now to thy Governour, Will he be 
pleaſed with thee, or accept thy perſon, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts ? Was 
the Lord greatly offended when as men reſerved the beſt -}f their 
flotks to themſelves; and offered the old, the blind,” and the 


lame unto him ? And will he be well-ffeaſed, that thou ſhould'f - 


dedicate thy beft unto Satan, and relerve for him only thy de- 
crepit, lame, and withered age, when as thy body is full of di- 
ſenſes. and thy mind of infirmities ? Will God accept the Devils 
leavings ? Shall fin have thy blood, and thy ſpirits, and thy 
marrow, and thy God be put off with Skin and Bones ? He that 
hath had the beſt, may even take all : God will laugh at thee in 


. thy Evening, who laugh at him in the Morning of thy days. 


Mark what the Prophet Malachi fpeaketh, Chap. 1. 14. Curſed 


be the deceiver that hath in bis fsock a male, and voweth and confecrateth 


wuto the Lord a corruft thing. Who hath the Male of thy Elock 2 
Whoſe is the firſt born of thy ſtrength ? Doth the Devil carry a- 
way that; and muſt this corrupt thing, this weak, and weary, 
oo ſickly time of thine age be the offering for God? What think 
eſt thou will he ſay tothee, but curfed be the decerver that hath in his 
flock a male,and conſecrateth unto the Lord a corrapt thing 7 
Uſe 2, Of Exhortation unto all young men to offer unt3 God the firſt- 
fruits of their Lives, to give themſelves to him betimes, and forthwith 
80 have done with the ſervice of their fins, and in earneſt to betake them- 
ſelves to holineſs aud righteouſneſs of life. Though the Devil, the 
World, and the fleſh have been afoxshand with Chriſt, and have 
gotten poſſeſſion of thine heart, yet now Without further delay 
give a Bill of divorce to them all; caſt out the bond- woman, and 
her Children 3 and open unto Jeſus Chriſt, who ſtands knocking: 
at the door of thine heart for entrance:who by the'admonitians of 
his Miniſters, the motions of his ſpirit, the checks of thine own 
Conſcience doth call out unto thee, Ypen zo me, [pray thee, let me 
come 19. 
as to put of Chriſt to another time: but this day open to him, em- 
brace him for thy Prince and ©aviour, reſign up thy ſelf unto him 
to ſerve and obey him, before thou art too far engaged in the ſer- 
vice of {in and Satan : fay with David, That God jhall be thy God, and 
4" zwilt {och him early, Pſal. 63, 1. Even now in the ſpring of thy 
ife; 
Conſider, O young man, how unfit old age is either to grapple 
th thy Lu'ts,or-thy duties,to reſiſt the Tyranny of {in,or to bear 
©: !;Acultiesof Retgion, We find by experience that the foul 
"y and through the body, acts according to the diſpoſition 


When the body is dull and heavy through age, or infir- 


51; ,, the ſoul acts thereafter. 
Now therefore, O young man in the morning of thy A 


Oh let not thy love to thy Luſi fo far prevail with thee, 
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1 + the Faculties of thy ſoul, and parts of thy body are freſh and quick, 
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fet. thy face Heaven-ward 3 Though thou haſt foohibly miſpent' 
fo much gf thy oyl already in vanity and pleaſure, in fin and wic- 
| kedneſs, Feta. be aſhamed of thy folly, and bewail thy for- 
mer milpent time, and manifold miſcarriages, reſolving with the 


aſſiſtance of God's grace, to abandon thy Luſis, and to giveup 


" thine heart unto God with all ſpeed, > 710k HB 

* Young man, if thou mind not now in the days of we youth; 
the things of thine eternal welfare, it isa queſtion whether ever 
thou wilt do it. It is rarely found that ſuch as have run out their 
youth and firength in the iervice of the Devil, do ever prove the 
true ſervants of God in their age, For an old (inner to be con- 
verted is no ordinary, nor eaſly thing. Cana man be born when 
he ts old > was Nicodemus his wonder. And truly for an old ſinner 
to be Regenerated and born anew,may be the wonder of us all. 
Examples of this kind are ſo rare, that if it were conſidered, it 
would make old ſinners tremble. Beſides can{t thou imagine that 
ſuch a ſinner deſerveth favour, who cometh in to ſerve God at 
laſt, when he can ſerve his Luſt no longer - 

Now O young man, what is thy purpoſe and reſolution ? Art 
thou yet for thine old ways, and ſenſual delights ? Or doſt thou 
intend to give a preſent adicu to them, together with all thy lewd 
companions? And to give up thy ſelf to God, to devote thy 
{elf to his fear and ſervice? For ought thou knoweſt, this ma 
be the very day and time of thy laſt choice. Oh be not ſo fooli 
and unwiſe, as to chuſe the pleaſures of fin here for a ſeaſon 
(which without unfeigned Repentance will afſuredly end in e- 
verlaſting torwents) before the path of life, which certainly leads 


unto eternal bliſs and happineſs. Why wilt thou not now be wiſe. 


to eternity? why wilt thou not now ſpeedily renounce thy for- 
merx- wicked courſes, and lewd companions, and embrace the 
ways of godlineſs ? The Lord perſwade thine heart thereunto. 
Better thou hadſt never been born, than that thou ſhould'| at laſt 
be found in the caſe and way that now thou art in. What not yet 
enough. of thy folly, and vanity ? When wilt theu return, 0 when 
foal it once be 7 | 
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CHAP. III. 


Containeth ſeveral ObjeFions of many young men againſt theis "early 
ſeeking and ſerving of God. 


Know there are ſeveral Obje&ions which young men are apt 
Is make for themſelves againſt their early ſeeking, and ter- 
ving'of God, which I ſhall endeavour to anf{ wer. 

0bj, 1..T have time enough before me, and therefore may tor 
a while longer allow my ſelf my liberty. "Hereafter 'may be 
time enough to turn from my {ins ugto God, and to mind the &- 
ternal: wellfare of my foul, | | 

Anſw. 1.. Con fider as the ſhortneſs, ſo the uncertainty of thy life. 
How many have .we known in our own experience, who when 
they have promiſed themſelves life for many years, have then 
been ſuddenly taken away ! Thou who ſaielt thou hall time e- 
nough before thee, canſt thou upon good ground allure thy telf 
of another day ? If not, what folly, yea what madne's muſt it 
needs be to live one day longer in ſucha condition, in which if 
thou ſhouldſt die, thou art miſerably undone to all.cternity ! 
| If thou ſayeſt, though I am not ſure to live another day, yet 
Iam likely, being in good health and ftrength. 

I anſwer, Peradventure thou - maiſt live another day. But 
what man in his right ſenſes would put his evctlaſling (ſalvation 
upon a peradventure ? | | | 2 

2, Thau who delayeſt to ſerve God out of a pretence thor haf# time e- 
nough before thee, I would ash thee, what ſhexw of reaſon thou haſt for 
it? Happily thou wilt ſay, oh the contentmentI find in my pre- 
ſent courſe is ſo [weet and delightful to me, that I cannot as yer 
deny my. ſelf therein! But is thy: Luſi {weeter than Chriit ? 
than pardon of fin? than peace and reconciliation with God % 
yea than the joves of Hezven ? Sure thon art a Prute, .if thou 
tay ſo. And if not, why dofſt thou not preſently reform,. and 
return to the Lord ? Is it too foon for thee yet go be happy 2, 
Thou-art worthy to die for ,ever, who chooleſt to lie longer in 
= ſlate cf the dead, when thou mightelt preſently rurn and 

iye. | TY 

3- Though God may and doth ſometimes rece:ve unto mercy. 
an obſtinate ſinner, who hath long deferred the looking after the 


" Kalvation of his ſoul,even to his old agezyer it 15. rarely found/thas 


Luch who have lighted the tenders and offers of Grace, and turny 


ed a deaf car to the invitations of Chrilt, in the former part of" 


their lives, have at laſt cordially accepted of them, but bave 


= 


been juſtly left of God to perijh in qheir obkgnacy, Becauſe, F. 
| | ws 
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would have purged thee, and thou was not purged, (aith the Lord tg 
his people, Exek. 24. 13. thoi fhak #0t be purged from thy filthia 
neſs any more, till I have cauſed my fury to riff upon thee. 

0bj. 2. Should I now in my youth ſct upon the pra&ice, and 
walk in the ways of godline(s, I muſt look for nothing but jeers 


' and ſcoffs from my companions and acquaintance. 

Anſw. Thoſe jeers and ſcoffs which are caft upon thee by thy cay. 
nal friends ſhould be an encouragement, rather than a diſconragement 
in the ways of Godlineſs, in that they may - prove a bleſfing ant 
thee. For ſaith our Saviour, Matth. 5. 11. Bleſſed are ye when men 
ſhall revile you, and ſhall ſay all manner of evil agaivſt you falſty 
for my ſake : Rejvice and be exceeding glad, for great is your reward 
in Heaven, Therefore the primitive Saints rejoiced that they 
were accounted worthy to ſuffer ſcorns and reproaches, yea any 
thing for the name of Chriſt. Scoffs and diſgraces do oft-times 

encreaſe, as the graces of Gods people, fo likewiſe their glory, 

' He that takes from a Saints credit, doth add to his Crown, 
» Obj. 3. If I ſhould now in my youth ſet my felf tothe ſeek. 
ing and ſerving of God, I muſt look to be low and poor inthe 
World : for who ever grew rich by a ſtrift and holy walking ? 
Yea, have not the rich men of the World raiſed their families to 
ſuch greatneſs and grandure by wicked practices, and un- 
conſcionable dealings 2 

\Anſw. T1, True it is, the wicked for the moſt part thrive and pro 
foo in the world ; God giving them their portion in this World tc 
* make them the more inexcuſable. 

{I. It is uot Godlineſs, but rather the want thereof that often oc- 
saſ.oneth poverty. The wiſe man ſaith expreſly, Prov. 23. 21. 7h 
Drunkard and the Glutton ſhalt! come to poverty. And (peaking 0 
_ the fin of Whoredem, ſaith, Prov. 6. 26. By the means of a Who 

7iſh Woman, a man is brought to a piece of Bread : that 1s, to ſuc 
extreme Poverty, that he hath ſcarce a piece! of Bread to eat 
- but is forced to beg from door to door, for amorſel of bread, $ 
that it is Wickedneſs, and not Holinefs that brings beggery and 
, uine. | 

0bj. 4. Shou!d I hearken to your courſcl, 1 ſhould thereby 
deprive my {ſelf of all joy and delight, ( which is the very life 
of my life) and lead a fad, melancholly life. For what dot 
more abridge men of pleaſure and delight, than walking in th 


wayes of Godlineſs ? 

Aniw. 1, 4 godly life will not deprive thee of all joy, -aud delight 
but only change thy rejoicing in Evil, for rejoicing tm that which i 
Good. Whereas before thou rejoyced t- in the pleaſures of fin 
In rioting and revelling, in chambering and wantonneſs.3 no 


thou wilt rejoice in the aſſurance of Cods Love, 'and of thin 
| . OW! 
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>wit Salyation, in the undoubted Teſtimony of his Grace, and 

avour ' towards thee, which is indeed a bleſſed change of joy, 

tm carnal to Spiritual, from that which is vain and forthy, 

andF:to that which is ſound and ſolid. | 

Jeers 2. There is no joy comparable to their joy, who ſet themſelves 29 
ove God in truth and ſincerity.” Such the Apoltle Peter ſaith, Re- 

' Car-W.ice with joy unſpeakable and full. of glory, 1 Vet. 1.3 Therefore 1 

ment Sc Wiſeman ſpeaking in the commendation of Gedlinefs, ſaith, ; 

antok:, Wayes are Ways of Pleaſantneſs, Prov. 3. 17. Whereby it ap- y| 

1 menFearcth that Godline(s doth not deprive men of all joy, and de- | 

fall; ght : but rather the more Godly any are, the more ;oytul, at 

ward. the betrer right and title they have thereunto; whereupon 

they aith one, Would thou live cheerfully ? thin lrve Godly, 

| anYY The which ſhould be an encouragement unto all young menz 

1MESBrho are yer unreſolved, ſpeedily without any further delay, to 

loryBonſecrate their youth and younger years unto God and his ſer- 

ice; betimes to walk in the wayes of godlinels, that ſo thei: 

'ves may be the more comfortable, and joyful, 


ing ? - mn on 
rel CHAP. 1V, 

4 pro Containeth Diretions ſuitable to young met. 

! ; 2 , 'F 
[1d to Aving anſwered the 0bje#i0ns of ſome Young meprazainft 
—_ their early ſerving of .God. I come tow to giz you 


ome Direttions ſuitable to your ſtate and Condition, 
1. Labour to be well ronted and grounded 19 1th: pringiples of Re- 
igion, otherwiſe you will ſoon be cartied away with every 


ta wind of do&rine, and ſo made a prey to every ſeducer, Obſerve 
0 ho they be that are eaſieſt ſeduced by Papy#r, Breakers, and falſe 


| goÞeachers, and you will find that they were ſuch, who were ne- 
cop er well grounded in the Principles of Religion. As thezefore 
hou would{t be preſerved from all erroneous Dottrines, and 
amnable Hereſies, labour in the uſe of all means God hath 
” an&ified, that thou mailt be well rooted and grounded in the 

Frith. Tothat end, : 

1. Learn ſqme good and ſound Catechiſm. If thou cank not get it by 
heart, then'read it over again, and again, Thou maread and - 
ear much, and yet never attain to a well grounded knowledge 
n Religion, till thou beeſt well inſftru&ed in the Principles of ic. 
his the Apoſtles well knew, thereforethey delivered to their” ; 
everal Churches a form of Dodrine, which contained thefurida- + 
mental Principles of Religion, which every member thereof 
'as perfectly tolearn, Row, 6.17. 2 Tim.1.13, Heb, 5,12.andGat., -— | 
2" . Eg B 3 2: Tad. 
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Ag 2. Take all opportunities of reading the writings of gedly learn 
men, who by their labours have cleared the main and principal poim 
of Kelig1on, | < 
3. Eſpecially be frequent in reading the holy , Scrittures, which 
contain not only the Principles of Religion, but alſo all neceſary 
truths to be, known and practiſed. For this, Timothy 1s co 
mended, That, be had known the Scriptures from his Childhood, 
Tim. 3.15+ 
H. Return to the Lord, Repent and be converted to God. 
For the nature of converhon, It # a turning, or coming back 
zo the Lord, Sin is our departing, or going away from God 
Impenitence in {in is our keeping away from him. Converſion 
15 our return or coming back to God. 
| For the better prefling this great duty I ſhall uſe two arg 
ments, | 
I, Thy Nece//ity. 2. Thy Commodity, 
1, Thy Nece//iry mtthinks ſhould prevail with thee, 
A neceſſity 15 laid upon thee to turn to the Lord, and wo tt 
thee, if thou turn not; thou muſt turn or dye, Matth, 18. 
Except ye be converted, ye .cannot enter into the Kingdem of God 
Neceſſity is a mighty argument to perfwade to any thing. Wha 
1s there, but neceſiity will perſwade men to ? 
Fhis argument of Nece//ity hath great place in the preſen 
cale: it is cf neceſſity that thou be Converted, for 
I, 1t 5 neceſſary that thou wwe, that thou ſecure thine own & 
ing, and the blei'cdne's thereof, that thy ſoul be {o looked t 
that it be not-left- to die and periſh for ever. This1s of th 
higheſt neceſſity for every man to look to it, that he go nc 
down into tke infernal pit. It is not neceſſary to be rich in thi 
World, to have great houſes, and fine cloaths, and collly fare 
and many friends, to be jn health, ro live in credit and praf 
ſperity in the Werld, Thou. maift be, and be happy with 
all this; there's many an honeſt poor man , who hath live 
comfortably, and contentedly, that hath ſcarce been worth 
groat, beſides his labours, and it may be hath ſcarcely had onf 
friend in the World to relieve him. But it's neceliary to Kee 
thee out of hell, to keep thy ſoul out of the hands of the Devi! 
this is more neceſſary than to have a being; better thou hac 
never beer born, than at laſt to be damned. 
2, It's mcceſſary io be comverted that ſo thaw maiſf live. Th 
diet without remedy, thou dieſt without mercy, if thou tu 


not, Fzek. 18. 31, 32. Why will ze die? turn and live, Intimating 
tot irs impoſſible but men muſt periſh everlaſtingly it they tu 
fate Except ye reſ(mt va ſhall all periſ} , Luke 13 4. 
WH Thy commodity GY profit por ſwides thes Is iunns 03 the L on 
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we ommodity is the great argument of the thrifty World , that 
0191s them upon all their labours. What will not men under- 
_ Wake, and endure fortheir commodity ?. This chooſes their ha - 
hickB;cacions, builds their houſes, plants their Orchards, this ani- 
Naryſhares their trades, and is the encouragement and reward of all 
comgheir labours, the profit that is expeted to come in by them. | 
a, ' Why now inner conlider, godline(s i; the great profit, I's 
rofurable to all things, 1 Tim, 4.8. There's nothing truly profi- 
» ble beſides. Sinners count that godline(s is good for nothing, 
bacFnle(s to make men proud and conceited. Fools cry out with 
GodFhoſe, Job 21. 15.What is the Almighty that ve ſhould ſerve him, 
ro, 4 what profit ſhall we have, if we pray rento im ? They count 
at this is the only thing that tands if the way of their pro» 
arguft, their great hindranceiin the world-: they think they might 
et more, and thrive better, if it were not for this godlineſs : 
is Conſcience hath been many a mans undoing, How many 
man is there, that hath loſt a good living, becanſe he would 
wo tlcep a good Conſcience ? If it were not for this Conſcience, 
ho jen might get not only by honeſty,but by fraud, or by Violence 3 
Going, or falſe-ſwearing might then bring them in many a pen- 
Whay, but Conſcience pres off all that gain, 
But yet what-ever tools think, Godlineſs &s great gaiu, 1 Tim. 
relerYy. 6. itisour only profit, Nothing can truly be counted our profit, 
ut that which is, or contributes to our happineſs. Wilt thou 
'n Vol that thy profit which when thou haſt it, tl.ou art like to be 
ver the better for it ? neither the honeſter man, nor the hap» 
of tice man ? Nothing can be counted our happineſs, or conglu- 
0 NVfng to it, but that which either would abide by us, or do 15 good 
hen 'tis gone. Holine(s will abide by us, and the exercifes of 
olineſs will do us good when they are over and paſt. In ſnchk 
mes when through ſickneſs, and weakneſs, or lome otner in- 
ncible hindrances, we cannot pray or hear, or labour in the 
ork of our ſouls, 'twill then be a great comfort to us, that we 
weprayed and heard, and laid up againſt ſuch a time of need, 
hen we had ability. The fruits of praying will remain, and 
every remembrance of our faithfulncts to God will be a comfort 
us in our greateſt weakneTes and diftreſſes,Sinners when thei: 
hates are gone, their labours are done, theic pleaſures are over 
en they will know whether theſe things be their happine!s or 


Js . . 
»F This getting life, this mefry life which thou now bleﬀelt thy 
matt in, this life will not laſt always with thee, and. when "tis 
dne, then thou wilt in ſack wile a man thou wert in Promis-. 


g thy (elf happineſs in fuck things as theſe. Where ts the hepe 
kat t ake atuny 
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the Hypocrite though he hath gained, whea God 
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bis ſol ? Job. 27.8. Thy ſoul, man, thy ſoul muſt be gone: 
the time 15 at hand when God will take away/thy ſoul, and 
lay it in the dark for ever: and when that day comes, where 
will then thy gains be > What (ball it profit a may to win the whol 
. world, and loſe bis own ſoul? Matth. 16, 25. 

Young: man, what art thou for ? Art thou for profit ? will 
thou ſtndy thine one commodity ? wilt thou count that thy prc 
fit, which will make thee the honeſter man, and the happie 
man? would'ſt thou get ſomething to comfort thee when thou a 
old ? wouldft thou be really happy ? Then go to God, jvin thy 
{elf to him, give thy ſelf to him to be his ſervant for ever; ge 
the Lord to be thy portion, and then thon maiſt ſay, Keturs t 
#hy reſt,0 my ſoul, for the Lord hath dealt bonneifully v11th me, Plal. 116 
. 7, Wilt thou now young man, take thafgarguments and urg 
them home upon thine heart ? ſtand in the preſence of God, ani 
In his fear reaſon thus with thy ſelf. Why: ſhould I not now be 
come a fincere Convert to God ? Ten MO T4 

1. Is there'not a neceſſity laid upon me ? Muſt I not either turn « 
burn ? Is it not neceſſary for me to look to the ſalvation of m 
Yonl? and is there any way for that but by turning from my ſin 
My feelh pretends neceſſity for my ſerving of it ; I muſt hav 
dread, I muſt have cloaths, I muſt have money 3 T1 am ſure the 
chings are neceſſary for me, for I muſt not ſtarve, TI but is ther 
not a higher neceſſity here ? whether I have bread or no, wh 
ther I ſtarve or no, ' I muſt look to it, that I be not damned f 
ever. Skin for skin, axd all that a man. hath-<vill he give for 
tife, Job. 2.4, 1 but skin and fleſh, and bone and life, and 
muſt go, rather than loſe my foul. If I can live and maint: 
, my ſelf here in an honeſt way, it muſt be done. If Tcanbe 
Tich man, and a good Chriſtian, a wealthy man and a godly maif 
*tis well enough. But whether l be rich or poor, I muſt ha 
Chriſt, and life, and Ckrifſt I cannot have without turning Tre 
my fin to him. : 

' What O my ſoul, art thon ſuch an enemy to godlinefs, t 
rhon wilt rather die, than become a godly man ? Art thou fo 
love with-thy carnal and earthly life, that tRou will fell t 
ſelf to the Devil rather than change thy courſe ? Wiil- thy 
ceſſity prevail nothing with thee ? Thou art in neceſſity, O nf 
foul, in neceſfity of Chriſt, in neceſſity of pardon, in nece 
of- grace and holineſs. Thou art ready to periſh a ſhve to Lt 
a flaveto the Devil; theſe tyrants are thruſting thee down to tl 
eternal priſon, thon art in necefſity of Chriſt ; there's no hope 
. E/caping but by getting; thee into Chriſt 
* 2: Would it not be for my frofit to turn ? How can 1 ſpend ni 
dime tohetter adyantoge, than by making the everlaſung Ki 
by Ee 767 &. "RY" ys. p PE 1 alt 
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one: (om ſure to me ? whom doſt thou, O my foul, account to have 
” angÞ<en wiſe men, and the beſt husbands in the world? whoſe care, 
-hereſþ2d who'e labour have beſt turned to account ? either thoſe who 
whot$2ve gotten oil into their Lamps, that have been ſowing to 
hemſelves in righteouſneſs, that have been laying up for them- 
wilelves treaſure in Heayen';z or they that have had their occupa- 
/ pro t0n wholl about this earth, or elſe loytered their time in mirth, 
ppie ind idleneſs ? which of theſe two {cits doſt thou think are beſt 
rovided for ? whoſe Harveſt or Vintage islike to be moſt plen- 
n th&iful or bleſſed ? However thou judgeſt now in this ſowing-day, 
; geff}<t when the reaping-day comes, then in which of the two ca- 
irs <5 would*ſt thou be? either of thoſe who have ſown in. righte- 
1. 16Þpuſneſs, and reap in mercy, or elle in the caſe of thoſe, which 
 urgÞ#ve ſown to the fleſh and reapt Corruption, which have ſown in 
|, anJ2iquity, and muſt reap in wrath and fire ? would it not be more 
w bo thy profit to reap with the righteous and the godly, than 
1th the wicked and ungodly ? why, does the caſe fiand thus ? 
rn oÞ-1t both neceſſary and JErmney for me to be a ſincere Convert 
of m0 the Lord? Come my foul,away with all excuſes,away with all 
lelays, come in this day and yield thy ſelf to the Lord 3 come 
 hayÞive thy ſelf, come join thy (elf to him in a perpetual Covenant, 
 the($hat ſhall never be forgotten, 


the) 11. 4t thy forft ſetting up, content not thy ſelf with a competent 
wh#ock of money to begin the world withal : but be ſure likewiſe toger 
4 Fi good fhock of grace. Thou art to drive two trades together, 
Gor Wþ frade for thy body, and a trade for thy ſoul 3 and each trade 


nd S$Þuſt bave its diſtin& ſtock to be maintained upon. 'Tis like to 
intaiÞ< but poor trading where there is no ſtock to begin upon, Thon 
naiſt alwel drive a trade for thy body without a ſtock of money, 
s a trade for thy Soul, without a ſtock of grace. Get a ſtock 
ff ſaving grace, a ſtock of faith and love, and habitual holi- 
eſs; upon the wiſe improvement of this, thou wilt grow rich 
nto God. This is the true riches, the beſt riches, a little 
it is more worth than all the world. | | 

To help you therein, take theſe diretions. 

l. Mourn, and weep ( if pojſibly) for thy graceleſs condition ; 
take up a lamentation, and ſay woe and alas that ever 1 was 


oO nf”, eſpecially, that I hgue lived thus long in a graceleſs condition 
ceſif®/thout God and without Chrift in the world? © what will become 
TY of we if I die in this eſt ate 2 Snrely hell and damn ition muſt needs 


Foe my portion to all eteruwity, Thus make thy cloſet an houfe of 
mourning, and know that the mourning of thy foul will cauſe 
the yearnings of Gods bowels towards thee ; {o that he will nor - 
F6eny grace toa mourning ſoul. 
2. As thow wouldſt have grace, frequent the means of grace, LF _ 
| mean _ ; 


4 . 
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mean the Miniſtry of the Word, that being the ordinary infln 
ment,” whereby the Spirit of God, whois the principal authe 
of grace, doth conveigh grace into the hearts of ſinners. 4 
2.41, We read of three thouſand finnerswho had grace wrong 
In their ſoul, by one Sermon. Yea 4t#. 10. 44. It is ſaid whilſt Pe 
ter was Preaching, - the Holy Ghoſt fell on all them that heard the Wor; 

And therefore O young man, as thou deſireſt true ſavin 
\ grace, frequent the Miniſtry of the Word, take all occaſions ( 
hearing the ſame both in ſeaſon and out of feaſon. And f 
thine encouragement know, that as graceleſs, and prophar 
Hearts as thine, have been ſanCtified by the ſpirit of God, as the 
Have been attending upon the Miniſtry of the word.” And w 
knoweth, but thou:maiſk find the ſame effe& of the Word up 
thy ſoul, whilſt thou art waiting upon it ? 7 

3+ Beware thou neglett not the day of grace, There are certai 
ſeaſons of grace, when the Lord makes tenders and offers « 
grace to the ſouls of poor ſinners. Yea there is no man that live 
in the boſome of the Church, but probably he hath his cr:tical d; 
a certain time for grace, which if he negle&, itis a Queſtio 
whether ever it will be offered to him again, Happy therefore, an 
thrice happy- are they who obſerve thoſe ſeaſons of grace, an 
Know in their day,the things that concern their everlaſting peacg] 
!' Now it may be God ſpeaks home to thy Conſcience, now h 


warmsghine heart, and purs thereinto good purpoſes and ref 
| Jutions, ' Ir will be therefore thy wiſdom carefully to obſer 
and improve the ſame to thy ſouls- advantage, not ſuffering. ther 
careleſly to paſs away 3 leſt if thou loſe the benefit of thoſe bleſſ 
motions, ' thou loſe life and ſalvation for ever. | 
{ &- Bo _— with God in Prayer, who ts the God of allgrace, th 
ea 


he would be pleaſed to w—_— unto thee his holy ſanfifying ſþ:rii 
which may quicken thy dead ſoul, infuſe' the grace of life, a 
make thee partaker of his holineſs, whereby thou maiſt becon 
a new- Creature. Beg of God, that he would not put thee 
with the things of this World, but that he would bleſs the 
with ſpiritual bleſſings in Chriſt Jeſus; and that he would enric 
- thee in the inner man, with his ſaving and ſan&fying: grace 
| What the Apoſtle Fames ſaith of wiſdome is true of all grace, 
any one lack it, let him ah of God, that giveth to all men liberally, a 
aphraideth not, and it ſhall be given him Jam, 1.5, - 

O young man, may grace be had for asking ?. Ask and ask : 
gaim,never keeplilence,not let fallthy ſuit till thon haſt obtained 
"5." Stir up in thy foul an earneſt longiug deſire after grace. Ti 
that end conſider the excellency thereof: Conlider, I ſayt 
_ excellency of Grace 3 It is a beam of the Divine Nature, a ſpar 
. 2nd r3y of glory, v-hich puts ſuch an excellency upon a pet 
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ſon, that all others are vile perſons in. compariſon of him; A 
gracious ſoul is the rareſt piece of all Gods workmanſhip, of 
more worth than all the wealth and ric';es in the world. No- 
thing ſo graceth a man as grace doth, being the image of God 
in man, whereby he becomes like unto tis Creatour, which 
js the greatelt excellency that can be conferred on a Creature, 
Yea grace is aremgtical, it enbalmes the living names of dead 
Saints : whereupon a gracious perion when he dies is faid to 
carry a good conſcience with him, and to leave a good name be- 
hind him, 

I ſhall cloſe this Dire&ion with a word to thoſe who have 
ſome comfortable evidence of the truth of grace in their hearts x 
exhorting them that they content not themſelves with any mea- 
ſure or degree of grace, but labour and ftrive after perfe&ion, 
adding grace to grace, and growing from one degree of grace 
unto another till they be perfet men and women in Chriſt Jeſus, 
Though you ought to be contented with a competency of world- 
ly wealth, yet never talk of a competency of grace, nor take up 
with any degree of -it already obtained, as if you had enough, 
and needed no more. It was the Motro of Charles the fifth, Plus 
ultra, that is, more yet, or further yzt . And it ought to be eve- 
ry Chriſtians Motto, G9 on «nto perfetton. 

To perſlwade you thereunto takethele Arguments. 

1. Hereby you will, gain @ comfortable evidence of the truth of 
grace in ..you, For true Grace hath this property, that though 
it be weak, yet it will grow, and encreafe migntily. Ir js an 
ill fign to {lit down ſatished, and reſt contented with a little; 
Sure thou haſt none at all who art ſatisfied with that little grace, 
thou thinkeſt thou haſt, 

2. Confider that aftey the work, of grace hath been Wronght in you, 
there is a great deal more work to be wrought by you, many luſts to be 
conquered, much. corruption to be ſubdued, many” temptations 
to be reſiſted, many graces to be exerciſed, ſeveral duties to be 
performed, many of them hard , and difficult to fleſh, many 
great things to be done, and bitter ſufferings to be endured for 
Chriſt. You may be called to the fery tryal, and to ſuffer the 
loſs of all that is dear unto you. How can you imagine to go 


- through all theſe works with a {mall degree of grace, and mea- 


ſure of ſtrength ? 
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CHAP. V-. 
Containeth Direftions how to live a godly and graciow life, 


y 
Etake thy ſelf to live a godly and gracious life, 
B For BE therein take theſe Directions, ; 
I. At thy fuſt awaking in the morning lift up thine heart 10 God 
in a thank ful ackwowledgment of his mercy to thee the night paſt, 1n 
giving thee ſuch quiet reſt and ſleep, whereby © thy body is 
refreſhed, and thou enabled for the duties of the day. And beg 
of God that he would fo afſilt thee with his grace and_holy Spi- 
rit, that all the thoughts of thy heart, -and words of thy mouth, 
and works of thy hands the day following, may be acceptable | 
' 2n his fight. Me 
And in regard the Devil at thy firſt awaking is very watch- 
ful to. take poſſe Tion of thine heart , by caſting in ſome wicked, 
worldly, wanton thoughts; It will be thy wifdom to prevent 
him, by fixing thy heart on ſome ſpiritual ſubjzet, as on 
God , his word, or works, his Providence or properties. 
Good thoughts in the morning will ſo ſeaſon thine . heart , 
that thou ſhalt retain the ſavour of ſuch a gracious beginning all 
the day after. | | 
+ Ih. So ſoon as thou art ready, brfore thou goeſt about the works 
of thy calling, withdraw thy ſelf into ſome private place, aud there 
por out thy ſoul unto God by fervent and effet ual prayer. Be (ure 
ro open thine heart to God, before thou open thy (hop to men. 
This ſecret Prayer we find commended by Chriſt himſelf, Matth, 
6, 6. When thou prayeſt, enter into thy Cloſet, and when thou haſt 
ſbut thy door, Pray-to thy Father that is in ſecret, and thy - Father 
Which ſeeth in ſecrtt ſhall reward thee openly. And we find that 
what he commanded, himſelf practiſed, for Mark, 1. 3s. It is 
faid, In the Morning Chriff went out, and departed into a ſolitary 
place, aud there prayed. How careful the ſervants of God have 
been therein, none will queflion, who are acquainted with the 
Scriptures. | 
. Beſides all the Benefits of Prayer in general, Secret Prayer 
hath theſe ; | : 

1. 7t will be ſome T:fimony of the ſincerity of thine heart. A matt 
may Join in publick and Family Prayer meerly in Hypocrilte, to 
gain the applauſe and commendation of men. But he that ma- 
. keth Conſcience of Praying in ſecret, and that in obedience 
to the command of God, with a delire to approve himſelf unto 
as hath ſome good evidence of the truth, and {incerity of his 

Ealt, | | 
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2. It is in oxr ſecret Prayers that God dor1)) ordict 10 ty gin the great- 

fl diſcoveries of his love. Facob met with the bleſſing when he 
rreſtled with God in fecret.* When Peter was praying alone 

100n the Houſe, he ſaw a 7:1fron, and heard a voice. from Heaven 
(peaking unto him, ACt, 10. 9, 10, Tc. The ſecrets of the Lord 
are uſually revealed unto his people when they are ſeeking him 
in ſecret. Chriit giveth his ſweeteſt kiſſes, and 'deareſt embra- 
ces to his ſpouſe when ſhe is alone. ; | 
Yet how is this duty of fecret Prayer generally omitted, e- 


Eſpecially by the younger ſort of Citizens ? whole heads, and 


hearts, and time-are fo taken up with ſenſual pleaſures, and 
worldly buſineſſes, that they can ſcarce allow themſelves any 
time to ſpend with God in ſecret. Surely ſuch do plainly de- 
monſtrate that they love the world, and the pleiſures thereof, 
more than God himſelf, Nay how ean ſuchſay that they love 
God at all in truth and ſincerity, when they delight not in com- 
munion with-him ? nor love to. have any entercourle with him 
in ſecret ? | 

Oh young men that I might prevail with you for the time 
to come, to be morg conſtant in this duty 3 that you. would not 
go into your Shops, 'till you have been with God in private, 
and there offered up your morning Sacrifice of Prayer and. 
Thankſgiving. I beſeech you for the ſake of your precious . 
ſouls, , plead no excule frofh worldly buſineſies. - The Devil and 
your own corrupt hearts will find many occaſions todivert you * 
from the duty, but ſay to them as Abraham to his ſervants, fay 
you here, while Tgo, and worſhip the Lord youder, 

Shouldſt thon omit thy morning Devotions for any worldly 
buſineſſes, thou wouldft thereby hazard the loſs of thy precious 
ſoul for the gaining of a little Wordly Wealth, which can yield. 
thee no true comfort. And what will it avail thee to' gain the 
whole World, and loſe thine own ſoul ? Mark $8, 36. ; 

Friend, let this my Counſel be accepted of thee, and prevail 
with thee ; ſet upon a conflant courſe of ſerious ſecret prayer, 
or elſe never talk of Chriſtianity, or Religion in thee, thou haſt 
nothing of it. A Chriſtian without prayer, is a man with- 
o_ breathz prayer is the very . breathing of a'Chriſtian 
oal. / | ht 

"In the performing thy ſecret devotions obſerve theſe Rules, 

1: Betware of doing them iu a crur[nyy, carcleſs and formal way, He 
who ſerves God carelefly, 15 like to bring a curſe upon him- 
ſelf infiead of a bleſfing. For Curſed # he that doth :he work of 
the Lord negligently , Jer. 48. 10. Such prayers ag are performed 
.coldly,and negligently, they are as if they had not been done 1n 
on account, and a man is never the better for them ; Yea he 
=o 44, + > "2 dS Ref ET ED TEN *, }5; 
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he is the worſe for ſuch prayers, for they leave the heart more 
worldly and covetous, more hard and obdurate than it was be- 
fore, and more guilty before God. 

2. Let thy prayers be fervent, performed with earn;fineſs of Spiyis 
end affeftion. Set thy ſelf in good earneſt to ſeek the Lord, 
which is the only means to prevail with him ; for ze i the fervent 
prajer only that is effe al, Jam. 5. 16, To this end be ſure thou 
give not way either todrowlineſs of body, or diſtractions of 
mind, unto which we are all naturally roo too prone : but ſtir up 
thy ſelf to the duty, putting forth all the ſtrength thou canit 
therein. Though thy ſtrength be bur weakneſs, yet if thy | 
ſtrength be in the work, God will accept thereof. 

Among other dire&ions which might be gtven to drive away 
wandring thoughts in prayer, and to raiſe up'thine affe&ions 
therein, take notice of theſe two. | 

x. Make choice of (wch a place for th: performance thereof, where 
thou mayſ# uſe thy Voice, and not be heard of others. The voice in 
; prayer will be found very eTeRual both to keep thine heart cloſe 
to the duty, and to quicken thine affe&ions therein. 

2. If mtwithſtandrng thou findeff thy mind hath been wandring in 
| prayer after worldly matters, it will be a good conrſe in thy cloſet 

De-y2tions, to pray thoſe re > Gomes again, which thou delivered/# 

without any Obſervation, labouring as to keep thine heart cloſer 
to the duty, ſo to perform it with more fervency, and earneſt- 


neſs of afte&'on. 


CHAP. VI. 


Cantaineth Diretions for the manner of following thy particular cal- 
ling. 


H Aving thus bexun th: day with pray:r, thou muſt than betake 
thy ſelf to th: duties of thy particular Calling : for particular. 
Callings are of Gods appointment, as for our own good, and 
the good of our Family, {o for the benefit of others. 

In following whereof have ({pecial regard both to thy Ends, 
and Muvner of performing them. 

1. For thy. Ends. Follow not thy world!y buſineſſes meerly for gain 
aud advantage, thereby to get an tate, but chiefly in ob:dience to the 
command of God, ( who requireth every one to labour in ſome ho- 
neſt calling) that thereby thou maylt ſerve, and follow his Provi- 

dence in the uſe of thoſe means he hath {ppointed for the get- 
__ting a comtortable ſubliſtance for thy (elf. and-family : 


i 
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2, For the manner of following 1hy Calling, Obferve theſe Rulesz 
1, Be diligent therein, To hive without a Calling, or not to las 

bour therein, are both ſinful and unwarrantable. 

For thine encouragement unto diligence in thy Calling, Sole. 
mon tells thee, Prov. 10. 4. The hand of the diligent maketh rich. 
And Prov. 13. 4. That the fcul of the diligent ſhall be made fat, 
Whereas Idlenes is the root both of beggery, and of all manner of 
wickedneſs: yea the Devils chieſeſt opportunity and edvantage for 
tempting men unto ſin, and therefore may be called, 1he howr of 
temptation, For when the Devil firdeth men moſt idle, he will 
be ſure to ſet them on his work. Therefore it was good coun- 
ſel which S. Ferome gave to one of his friends. Be thow always 
about ſome lawful buſineſs, that when the Devil comes, he may not 
find thee id/e, If Satan at any time fnd thee not about that 
which is good, he will ſoon ſet thee about that which is evil. 

Though thou muſt be diligent in thy Calling, yet take thefe 
two Cautions, 

1 Caution, Bexvare of laying out the ſtrength of thy heart, and ſpirit 
upon thy wwordly bn ſineſſes, which onght to be reſerved for communiow 
with God, Thou muſt follow the works of thy calling, as one 
that haſt other matter» in thy head, buſineſes of a higher nature 
lying upon thee, even the great things of eternity, the ſalva- 
tion of thy precious and immortal foul, 

2 Caution. Though thou muſt be dil;zent in thy Calling, yet beware 
that thy evorldly bifinfſes aud empluyments do mot ingroſs thy whole 
time, but allow thy Reliators duties theiy proper and ſufficient ſeaſon, 
Be ſure t};ou obſerve thy Praying, ard thy Reading times, yea 
and thy ſeaſons for meditating on Gcil, and communing with 
thine own: heart, Ohlet not thy Aqui 'd'y emp opments, prove Hea- 
venly impediments, Put notof tity terving Cod for, any earthly 
advartage whatſoever. 

RBappily thou wilt ſay, T1 muit provide neceſaries for my Fami- 
ly; Imuſthave bread for my felt ard them, / Truez and muſt 
thou not have Grace =nd Chriit roo ? Is not thy ſoul more than 
thy body ? Is not Chriit and Grace more nece{ary than thy daily 
bread ? If thou wilt not raiſe thy eſtate upon the ruines cf thy 
foul, and undo thy iclf for ever, for fear thou fhouldſt be un- 
done here; then look to it, that, whatever wants, thy ſoul may 
have its due ſhare of thy time. Let not holy duties give place 
the world, let the world give place totkem. 

IT, Follow thy worldly buſine(/es with an Heavenly mind, as a Citi- 
zen of Heaven, and a Piizrim on Eath. Though thou haſt thy 
hand in the Farth, yet let thine heart be towards Reaven, of- 
ten meditating ou Heavenly things; and ſetting thy thoughts 
and afe&tions on things above, To this end learn particularly 
theſe [WO things, 1, 
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1. To ſpiritnalize ail ontward obietts and occurrences, 'by raifing 
mattey of heavenly meditations from the ſame. There is no creature 
' in which there are not manifeſt footſteps of the power, wiltome, 
and goodneſs of God, As a Chriſtian feeth all things in God , 
ſo may he fee God in all things, and thereby make ſome ſpiritual 
uſe, and' improvement thereof. He mry with the Bee ſuck 
ſweetneſs out of every flower, not only for ſenſual delight, but 
alſo for ſpiritual profit. 
2. In the midſt cf tly worldly buſineſſes, and imployments, often lif} 
up thine heart to God in ſome ſhort ejaculatory Prayer, as for his di 
re&ion, aſſiſtance, and bleſſing on thy pains and endeavours, { 
' to Keep thee from the pollutions and defilements of this World ; 
; and that he would fanRifie every diſpenſation of his Providenc 
|} | unto thee; whereby thou wilt carry on. the intere{t of thy foul, 
with the concernment of thine eſtate. Ejaculatory Prayers, 8!y 


tnough they are ſhort and fudden,yet proceeding from the heart, 
may be as fervent and prevalent as Colemn Prayers. 
ITT. Be juft and honeft in thy dealing with men, avoiding as al, 
guilt and decett, ſo all ſubtle equivocations, and mental 1eſcrvations, 
zending to. the 2wronging thy Neighbour : It 15 very ob'ervable how 
plentiſul the Scripture is in preffing men todeal Juſtly and Hoh: 
*neſtly *with a!l men, even in Weights and Meaſures, and that 
both in the Old, and New Teſtament. as Fer. 15. 35, 36. Dent. 
25, 13, &c, Rom: 12-17, Phil, 4.8. 1Theſſ. 4.6. Yet what abo- 
minable frauds and deceits are daily a&ed in matters of commerce 
and trading between neighbour and neighbour. As 
1. How many do wſe all the art they can to make their Wares look 
better and fairer than mgdeed they are, tha: fo they may get more fot 
their commodities than in truth they deſerve ? which is one 
kind of deceit. 
2, How many by lying, and equivecating d1 put off their bad ware 
at the higheft prices! commending that for the beſt of the kind}, * 
which they know to be ſtark naught 3 and ſo ſell their Confcien Ant 
ces With their commodities for a very inconſiderable advantage. 
Surely 'thofe& are fad gains that make a man loſe peace of Conc! 
ence, and Heaven at laſt, Tec 
} 3. How wany are apt to work upon the unskilfuln:(s, and ignorance 
'$ or the neceſſity of the buyer ? if they find him unskilful in the com 
| modity ke is buying, how are they apt to work upon it?and to de 
mand an unreaſonable price of him, tar above the worth of it ? Ot 
it the buyer hath more than ordinary need of fuch a-commodity 
how apt 15 the ſeller ro take advantage of his urgent neceſſity Y*< 
making him to pay more for the ſame, than it is really worthY** © 
Which is cruel injuſtice, % 
Or when poor people expoſe their Wares to ſale which the Tr 


have 
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have wrought up, to buy Bread for themſelves and Family : 
How many are there who take advantage of their neceſſity ?offe. 
ring them little more for the ſame, than their goods coſt them be- 
| fore they were wrought up : which is an high degree of oppreſli- 
alffon, forcing them to fell their tears, ſighs, and groans with their - 
ck Wares, becauſe they are neceſſitated to part with them at ſuch 
ut low rates. Thus many ſell their fouls for the gaining a few pence 
and then bleſs themſelves in their good bargain. 
fol 4+ How many do deceive their Neighbours in weights and meaſnres, 
1; Mrfing falſe weights and falſe meaſures, and yet take the full price of 
{ofitheir commodities3 which is a plain cheat, that is abominable in 
the ſight of God, as Prov. 20. 10.Divers weights aud divers mea- 
cell [ures both of them are alike abomination toth: Lord. As if he had 
al ſaid, Thongh men may make light of this kind of deceit,and hap- 
rs,fly boaſt of it, yet God abhors ir, and the rather, becauſe it is a 
ct, {ſin that tends to the overthrow of humane ſociety. 
5. How many uſe unjuſt and uncharitable courſes toraiſe the ordinary 
allWprice of their commodities ! as by foreſtalling the Market, or by in- 
is $sroſſing commodities 3 that having them all in their own hands, 
,wilthey may ſell them at their own rates. Which is a branch of un- 
1 fſcharitablene(s, raiſing their gain out of tneir brothers loſs, 
ath 6. How many buy ſuch goods as they know, or have juſt eauſe 16 ſuſ- 
ar Bfet, that they are ſtolen / thereby making themſelves acceſſary to 
\o-ffbe theft, and making thieves : if there were fewer Receivers, 
.ceſifhere would be fewer Thieves. 
7. How many go about to make a gain by promiſe-breaking, who 
,o8fwill readily promiſe to pay at a day, but make no Conſcience of 
rr fkeeping their word, or their time 3; not. regarding how much 
neſffheir neighbour ſufFers by beingdiſappointed at his day.Chriſtians 
ſhould be men of their words; (hould conſider before they pro- 
reemiſe, and then make Conſcience of pun&ual performance, 
dſl 3. How many ſeek to put off all the bad mouy they can, though they 
mn $A19w it to be bad, even for good Waves ? 
ef Haply you will ſay, you took it for good mony. Though you 
MYdid, yet except you can return it to the parties from whom you 
received it, it is a branch of deceit. Better it 15 to ſuffer wrong, 
than to do wrong in any kind. Becauſe qne hathwronged thee, 
m will that be thy warrant to wrong ancther ? whatever palliati- 
1e$915 or pretences men may have, yet the thing 1s palpably injurt- 
O95: Juſtice requires that there be an equal and true value be- 
tyY*wixt the price, and the commodity. When thou Knowelt the 
" commod. ty thou buyeſt to be good, and the mony thou payelſt for 
ch} it to be naught, where i5 thy juſtice ? 
Thus you ſee what myſteries of iniquity there are in moſt 
Fitades, which are too. well known and top mitch practiſed by 
: many - 
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many- Tradeſmen. For the preveriting of which, I hall briefly 
give you ſome few general Rules to be obſeryed in your de: "'ng 
with- men, | > 
I. Ever obſerve that Golden R.ule of our Saviour, Matth. 7, 120" 
- Whatſoever ye. wonld that men ſhould do to you, do ye even ſo to them 
for thiss the Law and the Prophets, that is, This is that which eveP® 
ry Book of the Law and Prophets require of us: this is the ſumme 
| of that which inthe Law and Prophets is delivered concerning C 
our carriage and behaviour towards our Neighbour. Mm 
| 2. When at any time thou art ſumming up thy gains and gettings, putifl 4 
all thy unrighteous gains in one ſcale, and thy ſcul, which thou haſt iſ." 
thine unjuſt and deceitful dealing expoſed to ſale for them, into the o© 
ther : and <with-ll confider how light all thoſe gains and gettings are i 
compariſon of thy ſol, And this through Gods bleſling may bez 
means to take thee off from al! diſhoneſt dealings. For what is the 
gain of many thouſands, nay of all the wealth in the world to the 


loſs of thy precious Soul ? | 
Young man, -thou art now going forth into the World, andf * 
thine. eyes and thine heart are ſet upon getting an eſtate, and ga 
thering chee ſubltance againſt the time to come, but beware thoz 
lay notup an evil trea{ure, a treaſvre of lyes, and oaths, ant 
deceit, with thy treaſure of money or goods. Reſolve from thi G 
very firſt to have none by thee but honeſt gain: if God increa(F* 
thee, bleſs him for it ; but reſolve rather to be poor, than no 
to be honeſt and upright, For riches profit not at the day of death 
but righteouſneſs delivereth from death, ?rov, 11. 4: d : 
3. Conſider that all the ways. and works of unrighteouſnieſs, though! 
ated never ſo ſecretly and cunningly, ſhall one day be made manifeſt 1f< 
all th: world. Fer God ſhall bring everyawork into judgement, with eff 
wery ſecret thing, whether it be good, or wheth:y ut be evil, Ecclel. 1: 
14. At the great day of Judgment, all the ways and works df 2: 
wickedrels, all the deceits of men though never ſo cloſely co 
mitted, ſhall be diſcovered to the view of all. 
Motivez, unto juſt and honeſt dealing in your coramerce witIf 
others. | | ind 
1. Honcf? dealing is the likelieft way to thrive. Look into tt ffe 
Scriptures, and thou ſhalt find that Righteouſneſs as well as God! 
w[s, bath the promiſe of the life that new is, and of that which is 
' come, promiſes of things temporal as well as of things ſpiritual as 
eternal, 1 Tim. 4. 8, | 
2. Wealth gotten by unjuſt, and deceirfal ways are uſually acco 
panied with a ſecret curſe from the Lord ; ſo that they ſeldome conff'®'*! 
tinue long, but melt away many times in the ſame hands t 
got them,according to that of the Prophet Feremiah 17.11, | 
Take heed therefore, O young man, of ſeeking'to _—_— 
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f by any. unwarrantable ways. What thou, gefteſt thereby; 
ay prove to thee as the fleih that the Eagle catched, from the 
tar, ahd carryed to her Neſt, which having alive coal cleaving 
Sit, ſet Neſt and young ones on fire. TheTurſe of God is like 


Mm .. P95" 

ve.ecret Moth eating into fuch an eflate as 1s got by fraud and 
meſÞceit- | DG Go ED Ze: +, 
02 uf. What rule 15 to be obſerved in ſetting a price upon our 


mmiodities ? | 

Anſw. The beſt rule I know, is to obſerve the. ordinary yrice 
the Market, which valueth things with coultderation of ay 
rcumſtances, as ſcarcity, plenty, time; &c. 


CHAP. -VIL 
ew» th the Vices whereunto young men are addicted. One is Drunken-: 
neſs; : 


Hereas there- are fundry Vices whereunto Young ren 
are exceedingly prone, which are very diſpleaſizrg un-' 
) God, let it be thy care and endeavour to ſhun, and avoid the 
me. * | | F « 
The Vices of Youth are thefe. be PS 
1, Drunkenneſs. I confeſs there are Drunkards of all Ages, 
d as well as young. But many get ſuch habits of this fin in 
wor youth, that they know not how toleave it. whenthey are 
d, Touching this Vice of Drunkenneſs I (hall briefly thew 


DU, . 
I, What it ts, (a "= 
2, The » = gf +4 4 Oe 
nll 3+ What remedies may be uſed for avolding the ſ.ime. - | 
I. Drunkenneſs ts a Vice whereby in drinking men ſo excitd 15,9 
it W$eaſure of nece//ity, aud honest delight, ns they dictemper both their 
inds and -bodies thereby, ' This is the uſual fign which meketh 4. 
tMiference betwixta lawful, -and an unlawful meaſure of- drink - 
g. If any way it makes aman unfit to the duties of his ealling,? 
the mind.be thereby intoxicated, if the brain be diſtempered, 
the ſenſes made dull arid heavy, there is exceſs, which 'makg5 
Drunkenneſs. je | & = 4-008 d ole 4, 
II. The hrynouſnefs of this ſin doth appear by the fearful ſad effe@t; 
erecf, which are : | «8 oe” © ot 2 non an et 
þ& Firſt,” Excellently fet forth by the Wife man, Prov, 23; vetſ... 
9, "&c.. who hath woe ? who bath ſorrow Þ who bath contentions? 7 
bo hath babling ? ,who hath wounds .awithout cauſe ? who hajh red-" 
ſs of eye1? They that tarry long at the Wins, they that go to feck.» 
IP | 
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mit Wine. \ This Text I may call The Drunkards Looking-gl, 
wherein they may ſee the woes and forows that attend te 
As if Solomon had, ſaid, yow Drunkards promiſe your ſelves mir 
pleaſure aud jollity im your Cups : but for one drop of your 
- minth, be ſure of Gallons of Gall and Wormwood, of woe and | 
row both here and hereafter, Other ſinners ſhall taſte of the C 
of Gods wrath, but you after your taſting, and turning off 
many Cups of Pleaſure, {hall drink oft the dregs of the Cup 
Gods wrath and diſpleaſure. 
 Oyoung man, what a madneſs is it for the enjoyment of 
little Wine, or Ale here, todriuk the vials of Gods wrath, : 
lye in Seas of miftry for ever ! 
More particularly the Effe&s of Drunkenneſs are theſe, 
1. It defaces the Image of God in man, and transforms him i 
to the likenefs of the Beaſts that periſh, 
2. It hurts the body of man, cauſing many diſeaſes, as Dropſs | 
Gouts, Apoplexies, Agues, Conſumption of the Vital parts, Infi 
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anations of the blood : So that though they may drink Healths, at 


pretend it is for their Health, yer they indeed drink Sickneſſe 
for who have more infirmities, and deformities ? who have ric 
er faces, and redder eyes, than ſuch as tarry long at the Win 

3. It hints the ſouls of men, filling them full of noyſome lug 
Prov. 23 33. Solomon ſpeaking: to the Drunkard, faith, Thi 
eyes ſhall behold range Women, that is, Harlots; implying drun 


enneſs to be the occaſion of Adultery : Though all Adultere 


- are not Drunkards , yet there are kew Drunkards, but are 4 
dulterers, 

4. It ts dangerous to the ſeveral faculties of the ſoul, For it be 
ſotteth the Wit, infeebleth the memory , dulleth the ſpirit 
drowneth the Judgment; and depriveth men of the ule of thei 
underſtanding, ſo that manyfimes they difſer not from Beaſts, 

5. It weakeneth mens ffates, Hoe that loveth wine ſhall not be Ric 
Prov, 21. 17. The Drunkard and the Glutton ſhall come to Povert 
Prov. 23. 21. Experience hath verified the truth of this, 

6, It makes a man unfit, as to all good duties, ſo: eſpectally to that 
Chriſtian watchfulneſs, which our bleſſed Saviour and his £ 


Poſtles often call for, whereby he (ſhould be always prepared to ap 
pear before: Chriſt, whenſoeyer he ſhall come to judgment 


Therefore Chriil forewarns all his to taks heed that their beayts 
mot overcome with ſurfeiting and drunkenneſs, le that day com « 
them unawares, Luk, 21. 34. | 

' Oh Wretch, what if that day of the Lord ſhould come upc 


thee in thy drunken fit ? Thou thinkeſt not that death "wil 


meet thee, that jugment will meet thee the next time thou at 
- drunken, But what if it ſhould be ſo , if thou Ronny 
- a Sr | atch' 
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tch'd from the Ale- bench and brought to Jadgment? How - 
zuld t thou give an account of thy ſelf to God, when thon haſt 
treaſon enough leſt thee to give an anſwer to a man ? Watch 
Y "refore, but that can never be, unleſs thou wilt firſt awake 
nd | Pm thy Drunkennels, j 
e CEThe Remedies for avoiding the ſame are theſe. 
of Fr. Often meditate of the fearful woes denounced againſt Drunkards, 
PB the dreadful judgments threatned againit rhem, | 
Woe to the Drunkards of Ephraim, Ifa. 28.1. Woe to them that 
t of up early in the Morning, that th:y may follow firong drink, and 
> UBntinue until night, till Wine inflame them, Ila. 5.22, 
No marvel therefore that the Apoſtle putteth Drunkards into 
Bc Catalogue of them that fhall wor inherit the Kingdom of Heaven, 
or. 6.10, and Gal. 5.21. And the Prophet avoucheth, that 
hath enlarged her lf, and opened her mouth withont meaſure for 
OÞ/Yllem, Ia. 5. 14. Inftance drunken Dives, whoſe ſoul immediately 
aſſed from Earth to Hell, where he could not get one drop of 

; UFater to cool his tongue in that tormentjng- flame, Luk 16. 24. 
encY 2. Conſider that Drankenneſs s the Mother of moft abominationg, 
ric om, 13. 13. ſaith the Apoſtle, Les #5 walk hon-ſt!y as in the day, 
iNcÞt in rioting and drunkewweſs, uot in chambering and wantonneſs. 
lui here mark the courſe of the Apoſtles words, after gluttony and 
ThMS unkenneſs, follows chambering and wantouneſs, Thus Lot in 
uWPrunkenneſs committed inceſt with his two daughters. Alezand:x 
ereFe read in a drunken fit killed his dear Friend Clizxs, for which, 
© hen he was fober, he attempted to kill himſelf, Famonsis the 
ory of one who once craved the Devils help to accompliſh his 
| OReſire. But the devil would firlt have one thing done at his ap« 
rilYointment., What's that quoth-the man ? Kill thy Father, ſaith 
he Devil 3 That's too horrible a fa&t, replies the man. Therx 
e with thy Mogher, ſaith the Devil. That's moſt unnatural, 
uoth the man. - Wilt thou then be Drunk, ſaith the Devil ? 
hat 1 will, quoth the man. And being drunk, defiled his 
other, and murthered his Father. The Moral of this Para- 
bolical ſtory is this, A Drunkard-makes bones of no fin. 

3+ Be diligent and induSftrious in thy calling. Toon wicked, and flothful 
vant, ſaith our Saviour, AMatth. 25. 26. If ſloathful, certdin- 
ny wicked * for the floathful and idle fervant is the Devils Cap- 
5 ve, whom he carries about with him, and leads into every 
avern and Ale- houſe. | s| 7 
4. Confider Gods all-ſeeing preſence about thee whereſorver thou arr. 
MLouldſt thou fit long overt thy Cups, trifing away thy precious 
Time in vain, and fruitleſs di 
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iſcourſes, didſt thou but ſeriouſly 
onſider Gods all-ſeeing preſence aboyt thee, to whom! thou. 
wſt one day give an account as of thy ſinful a&ions, ſq of thy 
ae words, and miſpent time ?. C zZ 5, doois. | | 
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5. Avoid the Society and Company of Drunkards, Prov. 23: nel 
Be not amongſt Wine-bibbers, that is, frequent not the Compaiſſogy 
of ſuch as are given to Drinking and Tipling. For though thdh, 7 
do not find thee like unto themſelves, yet if thou conſort wits, - 
them, they will make thee ſuch. 

There aretwo Arguments which are very prevalent with mg, * 
ny young men to perſwade them to go on in this ſo heynous arſk, ] 
dangerous a ſinz but being weighed in the ballance of thF. 2: 
Sanctuary, they will be found very light. m 

I Arg. Taken from the _ of Repentance ; they flatter then 2 
ſelves with a conceit, that they can repent when they liſt. rni« 

A 1._ Repentance #s the gift of God, from whom every good a 
perfet gift cometh, Jam. 1. 17. And therefore ought to be a 
cepted by us, when it 1s offered to us : and not to be delaye 
. and put off from time to time. For as God is merciful to offdh 
, Grace, ſo he is juſt to puniſh the negle& thereof, 

2, How many are there, who though they have fully reſolved 
Repent, and turn from their fins unto- God in their old age, or int) 
time of fickneſs, yet have been prevented, and cut off by ſome ſudd 
death» One drunken fit may cut off that hope. 

2 Arg. Is taken from their preſent impunity, They flatter the 
ſelves with a concei1t that becauſe God doth not preſently excſror 
cute vengeance upon them for their Drunkenneſs, therefore they 
thall not be puniſhed, and thereupon take heart to go on in thei 
ſins, according to that of the wiſe man, Fcclef.-8. 11. 

* But let ſuch know, that though God is ſlow in executing hiſþ. 
Judgments on wicked and ungodly men, thereby to lead them td in 
Repentance, yet will he be {ure in the execution at laſt : and thi 
longer he is fetching his ſtroke,_ the ſoarer will, be his blow 
and the deeper will he wound when he ſirikes.” .In which reſpe6 
Gods wrath may bg compared to a great bell which is long ut 
raiſing, but being up, it gives the greater ſuund, 
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CHAP. VIII, 


"oh | 7 
Of ,Wantonneſs and Uncleanfieſs, which is anther Vice whereunt 
Toung men are additted. y 

: | | ne 

IE. Nether fin whereumto young men are addifted is Wantowyhn, 


4 A neſs, and Uncleanneſs, Prov. 7. 7. It was a young mat 
that followed the Harlot to her houſe. Young men are generall 
apt to this beaſtly ſin, and to make light of it when they have 
done, _ it but a, trick of youth, 'and a venial tranf: 

_ greffion; avif their yoſthful propenſity thereto, and the cola 
p © R monne 


Sneſs thereof in men of that age, might be their ſufficient A- 

allogy and excuſe. Therefore I ſhall thew you, 

di. The Heynouſneſs of it. | 

V2. 7he Danger thereof. 

2, Some Remedies againſt the a 

Ar. The Heynouſneſs of this (in appeareth, | 

alk, From the Titles given to it in Scripture, It is called Vilany, 

ug. 29. 23. Yea /ewdneſs, ny and wuncl-anneſs, But moſt 
monly it is called joy, and the actors thereof fools, Gen.34. 


er 
rnicator a Semple one, Void of underſtunding, For what greater 
ally, than for the ſatifying thy filthy luſts, to caſt thy felf head- 
aYg into innumerable evils here, and into eternal torments 
yeſhell hereafter ? 
feb. From the manifold thremnings in Gods word againſt it, 1 Cor. 6. 
O. Be mot deceived, neither Fornicators, nor Adulterers, nor ef- 
d Finate, &c. ſhall inherit the Kingdom of God. As if he had ſaid, 
s Mow many of you are apt to flatter your ſelves with a conceit, 
dr God who is the Father of mercy, will not beſo ſevere, as 
this ſin, which is ſo natural, to caſt you into Hell, or ſhut you 
emi of Heaven. Bur, faith he, Deceive not your ſelves, neither For- 
XCÞntors, nor Adulterers, nor effeminate ſhall inherit the Kingdom of 
heW, that is, except they truly repent, and leave off thoſe ſins, 
1e18d Eph. 5.5. This ye know that no Whoremouger, wor unclean per- 
Þþ hath any enheritance in the Kingdom of Chrift, and of God, And 
hiſp. 21. 8. It isſaid, Whoremongers and Adulterers fhall have their 
1 t'S in the lake which burneth with fire and brimſffone, Thus you 
thFhow ſorely this ſin is threatened in the word of God: 
"WY. The Judgments God hath executed upow men for this fin of 
ecleanneſs, ſhew the heynouſneſs thereof. For this ſin the Lord 
 Iught a flood of water upon the old world, Gen, 6. 2,3. For 
Gn the Lord reigned Fire and Brimftone upon Sodom and Go- 
frab, Gen. 19. $,24. God ſaw it meet that they who burned 


nce, We read this {in cut off three and twenty thouſand of 
|| 7ſraelites in one day, 1 Cor. 10 8. As there 15 no refolved 
mieger, but God follows him with his | q——amennges So he fol - 
sWhoremongers and Adulterers with ſtrange punithments. 
neſs that ſtrange and loathſome diſeaſe ſo common amongſt 
em, which was not heard of till theſe later Ages. : 
1any, There is no” fin that is ſo direitly oppoſsre to holineſs, and 10 the 
ally ſpiric of God as this, Nor any fin that makes us (© like the 
avVFQil, who is often in the Fvangeliſts called the weckean [pirre, 
_ th. 10, 1. and 12. 43- Both becauſe he very much delighteth: 
elAiraw men thereunto. RL 
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2 Sam. 13.13. And Prov. 7.7. Solomon calleth the young 


hk the fire of Luſt, ſhould be conſumed with the fire of Ven-- 


cleanne's, and likewiſe maketh it his chief. deſign to entice - 
| I, The 
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IT. The danger of this {in appeareth from the ſad efſets ani 
conſequents of it, ſome whereot are theſe, iu 


I. It bringeth judgments on the body, deſtroying its health a1. 
Nrength, filling it with rottenneſs: it is the ſeminary of marſh» 
incurable diſeaſes. An incontinent perſon 1s the ſink of all c# 
ruption, a bag of Filth and Rottenneſs, and hath more diſeaſ 
attending him, than an Hoſpital, For the righteous God haſh 
appointed, that they who ſow to the fleſh, ſhould of 
fleth reap a plentiful Harveſt of Corruption, 
| 2.45 1s cauſeth Corruption in the body, ſo likewiſe a Conſumption 
#he goods and eſtate of a man. Who ſo keepeth Company with Harld 2 
ſpendeth his Subſtance, Pagy.29. 3. Luft not therefore, ſaith Sol ne 
mon, . after a fftrauge wan in thine heart, for by means af © a wire 
Tiſh woman a man #s brought to a piece of bread, Prov. 6. 26. Thi; e 
it was with the Prodigal who no ſooner fell into the Company 
Harlotz, but preſently conſumed, and waſted all his ſubſtang 
When Lais that famous Curtizan of Corinth asked Demeſthey 
great ſum of money to lye with her one night, he anſwered h 
wilcly, that be wonld mot buy repeutance at ſo dear a rate, 
| 3- As this fin bringeth a Conſumption on the body and goods, fy, 1 
Tikewiſe doth is bring a rotten reputatien 04 the name, and a reproach 
wer to be done away, For be his proper name what it will, Fj 
Whore-naſfter will be his common name, Prov. 6, 33. Whoſo c 
mitteth Adultery, lacketh wnderſlanding, a wound and diſhonor 
he get, that is, He ſhallbe wounded m his name and credit z « 
the diſgrace which he hath brought upon himſelf by his fil 
neſs, and uncleanne(s ſhall abide upon him. 

4. It brings deſfrultion on a mans ſoul, burrying it into eter 
eryments in Hell; the fire of Luſt is fuel for the fire of Hell. 
z#bat commnteth adultery wuith a woman deflyoyeth his 6w7n ſoul, P 
6.22. that is, caſteth himſelf headlong both body and foul : 
ro that lake which burneth with fire and brimſtone. Sinner, t] ang 
fire below,as het as 't:s, would ,if it be well conſidered, be a cc 
er to this fire of Luft, When thou feelet Luſt burn witkin the 
then think of everlaſting hurnings. 

O young man, do!t thou love thy (elf, or any thing that the 
haſt ? Poſt thou love thy body ? abſtain then from Fornicatioſbn; 
and uncleannels, whereby thou ſinneſt againſt thine own bod [s, 
and bringeſt a Conſumption and Rottenneſs wpon it. - Doſt t ing 
love thy goods ? then flee Fornication, which is. like to leafil.C; 
thee a beggar Doſt thou love thy credit? :abſtain, for it is] 4. 
dithonourable fin,and. will mark thee for one of the fools in Iſr3$2y, 
and caufe thy name to ro? and fiink above ground. Laſtltere 
doſt thou love thy (ſoul ? abſiain, for that it s carrying-downſ$eag 
the depth of Kell. 4 9g =” 
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HI. For the Remedies againſt this fin, the Scripture affordeth 
'Þny, I (hall hint ſome of the moſt principal, | 
Ji. Reſiſt thoſe wanton and unclean thoughts, which do either ariſe 
wm thine own wicked h:art, or are caſt in by Satan. . Do not Te- 
lve them in thy mind, nor ſuffer them to lodge withil 
ace, but with deteſtation preſently reje& them, and caſt the 
ay, Who having fire caſt into his boſome, will not ſo ſoon 
he diſcerneth it, caſt it out ?2 Quench theſe ſparks at their 
ſt kindling, leſt they break out into fuch a flame, which will 
out be quenched, 
rl 2- Be very watchful as over thy outward ſenſes, ſo eſpecially ovey 
yOIG ne eyes, wohich are the deors and windows of the ſoul 10 let in Lusl, 
2upon Fob though a holy man, andin years, durſt not truſt 
eyes without a guard, but ingaged himſelf by ſolemn Pro- 
ſe and Covenant not to ſtand gazing on the beauty of a wo- 
in, Fob. 31.1. Alexander refuſed ſo much 'as to ſee Darius his 
fe, a Lady of incomparable beauty, fearing leſt he who had 
dnquered the Husband, ſhouldbe overcome by the wife, Upon 
is ground it ſeems Zeleucrs impoſed that Law upon the Locreu- 
$, that the Adulterers eyes ſhould be pulled out ; becauſe fin 
tered in at thoſe Caſements, therefore he would ſtop up the 
indows, | 
Hearken, O young man, hearken to that” advice which we 
d given, Eccleſpafttcus 9.'8. Turn away thine eyes from beholling 
eautiful woman, and look not upon anothers beauty, for many 
ve thereby periſhed. 
3- Poſieſs thy ſout with a ſerious conſideration of God's all-ſceing 
ſence about thee, qhereſoever thou art, It is the very Argument 
hich Selomon uſeth to diſſwade the wanton young man from 
$ filthy courſe of hfe, Prov, 5.20, 21. Why wilt thow my Son, 
raviſhed with a ffrange woman, and embrace the boſome of a 
Manger ? For the ways of man are before the eyes of the Lord, and he 
dereth all his goings. Though the unclean perfon commit th:s 
neverſo ſecretly, that will avail him little. It was :ithe ſcar 
God, ariſing from the conſideration of his all-ſceing preſence, 
nGat kept Foſeph from hearkening to the Adulterous follicita- 
dns of his Miſtriſs. How can 1, (aith he, ds thu great wicked 
ſs, and fin againf God ? Gen. 39. 9, Art thou out of fear of 
ng eſpyed or diſcovered by the eye of man, yet conſider the 
ſeeing eye is upon thee. 
4. Shun pl! means, occaſions, and frovocations unto Luff aud Vn- 
anneſs, Fe that will (hun any fin, muſt avoid the occaſions 


ereof, elſe he will tempt God to give him up trereunto, The 

aſions and provocations of Luſt are divers, 

I. Fulneſsof Bread and Drink, eating t9 g!uttony, and d:ink- 
C4 
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ing to drunkenneſs. As Temperance is the beſt preſerver of C 
Ality : So intemperance in. Fating..and drinking is the nurſe 
Lincleanneſs, the Oyl wherewith the flame thereof is Kind 
and encreaſed, Jer. 5. 7, 8. They were as fed Horſes in the Mt 
ing, every one Neighed after his neighbours Wife. | 
- -2. Filthy and obſcene talk, is another occaſion , and incentive 
Luſe. - Far as the Apolile ſpeaketh, 1 Cor. 15. 23. Evil Comm 
wications. corrupt good manners. | = 
. 3. Laſciviow FPiftures, wherewith too many do adorn, or rat 
diſgrace their Houſes, For what are they indeed but dumb Or 
£ors to perſwade to Luſt ? and lively Preſidents out of which 
wanton keart will caſily take out a pattern of Uncleanneſs for 
own imitation ? Beware therefore, O young man, of gazi 
von Laſcivious Pi&ures ; rather turn away thine eyes from 
holling inticing/and bewitching vanities, . 


©" 4. 'Stage-plays: Many of which are ſtuffed with filthy and « 
ſcene ſpeeches, and ſet forth with -many laſcivious geſtures 
which they are very apt to infe& the mind with effemin 
Luſt, and diſpoſe the heart for unclean and filthy a&tions, . T! 
Stags is a decoy for the Stews. 

"" 5. * Another Remedy againf# fleſhly Luſts, is to- buſie thy ſelf dil 
gently inthy calling, By this means the body of man is exerciſe 
and his mind employed, and ſo kept from idlenefls, which is 
| _ cauſe of Luſt, When men are idle, they have no buſin 

ut to fin : but when men are buſte in their Calling, then tt 
have n6 leiſure to ſin. Es 
6. Flee unto God by earneſt and hearty Prayer for power 
ow againſt the power of thy Luſts and -Corruptions, Beg 
im that he would be pleaſed to caſt the unclean ſpirit out 
thee, and endue thee with his holy ſpirit, which may ena 
thee to fight againſt the fleſh, and to mortifie and ſubdue all (+ 


ful Lufts, all inotdinate affe&ions, and evil-concupiſcence. 

7 If 'theſe means prevailnot, ſe the benefit of lawful : 

FIagcs* To avoid Fornication, let every man have his own wife, £ 

tet every woman have hr own Husband, 1 Cor. 7, 2. And ver(, tz 
Buch as cannot contain themſelyes, let them Marry : Fi or it ts better 
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Of Prophane and raſh Swearing, which & another Vice wwhereunts 
Toung men are addifted, 


Iv. A Nother Vice wheyeunto young men are addifte?, is Prophane 
and raſh ſwearing, which our Saviour expreſly forbid- 
deth, Matth. 5.34. Swear not at all, that is, not 1n your or» 
dinary communication : Bus {et your communication be yea, yea, 
ay, nay, for whatſo:ver is more than theſe, cometh of evil, that is, «4 
the Devil, that evil one, verſ. 37. . 

This vain {wearing 1s a Vice which ill hecometh any, much 
ab more thols who make a Profeſſion of Chriſtianity : for.a Chri- 
ſtians ſpeech thould be ſeaſoned with Grace, and not with pro- 
phane Qaths: it ſhould be ſavoury, miniftring Grace to the 
hearers, and not unſavoury, miniſtring nothing but ſin, or 
icandal. 

. Swearing in ordinary diſcourſe is an undoubted evidence of a 
Prophane perſon, who maketh no Conſcience of any (in : for 
what fin will he forbear, who will not forbear this unprofitable 
{in of Swearing ? whereas other ſins have their ſeveral baits and 
temptations to alluge men thereunto: ſome the bait of profit, 
ſome of honor, ' ſome of pleaſure. This fin of ſwearing hath 
neither of them. It brings no profit at all, but great lols, even 
the loſs of Gods favour, and the loſs of a good Conſcience, 
Neither doth it yield any pleafure and delight, nnleſs a man 
ſhould ( like the Devil himlelf ) take a kellilh pleaſure in a&ting 
ut fon, and wickedneſs, And what credit doth it procure, unleſs 
aYemongſt ſuch debCuched ones whole applauſe 15s a reproach ? 
| i Therefore I may with confidence afirm, that he who maketh no 
Conſcience of Swearing, which hath mo worldly advantage to induce 
thereunto, will make leſs Conſcience of othey ſins which have fronger 
| cemptations, and. feed the frnner with expeR ations of advantage from 
ſl. them. 
fl - O:young man, let me prevail with thee deeply to abhor, and 

watch diligently againſt this wicked, and moſt unreaſonable 
pragtice. Remember the account thou muſt make at the dread- 
ful day. An account muſt be given of every idle word, much 
more of every vain and blacdy Oath. 
{- know there ave ſeveral ain excuſes rommon in the mouths of men 
1A jor this fin, which if they be weighed in the Ballance of the Sanitary, 
il.be found very light. | 
I Some excuſe themſelves, - that they u'e only ſmall, add little 

] aths, as fayth, and yreth, forbcajping gieat Oaths, asfo ſwear 

ary uame of God, Cc, A. 1, ' Lit» 
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' © A, 1. Little Oaths are fins. Our Saviour hath expreſly for- 
bidden all kind of Oaths, ſaying ſwear noz at all, Matth. 5. 34- 
| poſe that to ſwear by Faith and Troth be not ſo heynous a 
, as to ſwear by the name of God, yet it is a ſin, ſeeing Chriſt 
imſelf hath forbidden and condemned it, 
2, Litth Oaths are great fins. God will nt hold ſuch guiltleſs, 
To be held guilty before God notes two things, 
I. To be under 4 merit of everlaſting wvrath, By thy little Oaths 
thou deſerveſt the wrath of the great God. 
' - 2. Guilt notes an obligation to wrath. Theſe Oaths are bonds 
by which thou art bound over to the Judgment of the great day : 
aud when there it ſhall be demanded, Gwilty, 67 not Guilty ? theſe 
only will prove thee Guilty. - 
3». Little Oaths are leading fins, As he that accuſtometh himſelf || : 
to pilfer ſmall things, by the juſt judgment of God, will at ||: 
length fall to f{eal greater things, froma pin to a penny, froma | | 
.- penny toa pound. Sohe that accuſtometh himſelf to theſe || 
Fnaller Oaths, by the juſt judgment of God, will at length fall 
to ſwear moſt horrid, and helliſh Oaths, and flick at none. 
II. Some excuſe themſelves by ſaying, they ſhall not be belie- | 
ved, except they Swear, and (ſecond their words with an Oath, | 
| 
| 


o 
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A. Thou wilt rathey be leſs believed for thine Oath, Certainly e- 
very honeſt man will be jealous and ſuſpitious of the truth of 
that mans words who hath ſeconded them with an Oath : be- 
cauſe he who maketh no Conſcience of an Oath, will make as | 
little Conſcience of a lye. 

II. Somealledge that Oaths are a'grace to their-ſpeech. 

A. I. Fuſt ſuch a grace as a Bliſter, or Carbuncle is to the face, | 

2. That Grace and Credit 15 dear bought, that ts gained by pawning | 
their ſouls 10 the Devil. | 
. Iv. Some excuſe themſelves by ſaying, they utterly deteſt 
Swearimg, but they have (o long accuſtomed themſelves there- |. 
unto, that they know not how to leave it. * 

© 4+ Inpleading long cullom, thou doſt not at all excuſe, but || 
the more accule thy ſell. Cuſtom will not excuſe the Thief for 
Ais flealing, nor the Adulterer for his Whoring, how ſhall it ex- 
cuſe the Swearer for his Swearing? For every ſin by how much . 

. the more Common, and Cuſtomahle, by ſo much the more hey- 

 Nons and Gdeteſtavle. If once to ſwear vainly be afin, ther is 

cuſtomary Swearing a crying fin, and muſt needs incurr the 
higher condemnation. | 

To help {uch as have long accuſtomed themſelves to Swearing 
in their ordinary Di'courſe,T ſhall give them theſe few DireGtions, 

i. Believe thy preſent condition to be very ſad, and dangerous, ſo 

' long as thow liveft in thi: fin, What hope cf ſalvation canſt thou 
38 bas have 
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have without trne and unfeigned repentance ? | | 
2. Keep a narrow watch ovey thy tougue, that thaw maiſ? not Y E- 


fend in this kind any more, And if thou haſt been ſo long accutgd;#® ® 
med to it, that thou even deſpaireſt of leaving it off at once&&s 4 


labour to leave it by degrees. Reſolve whatſoever occalion js 
offered, to keep ſuch a narrow watch over thy tongue, that 
( with the aſſiſtance of Gods Grace ) thou wilt not ſwear for the' 
ſpace of an whole day, And when thou haſt got ſofar the Vietory 
over thy former evil cuſtom, then take a longer, and a longer 
time : and fo at length by the aſſiſtance of Gods: Grace, thou 
wilt quite forget thine old and wicked cuſtom. 

3. Seriouſly lay to h:art thoſe Fudzments that from time to time 
have bees executed on ſwearers, Which have b:en many and grievons, 
Some dying with flaming heat inthneir mouths, as though the 
fire of Hell were there already. kindled, Others dying with ._ 
ſwoln tongues and diſtorted mouths. God ſhewing the foulneſs. 
of their ſin by the ſtrangeneſs of the puniſhment. 


_ -lhaveread of a Young man who was a common Swearer, up- 


on every light occaſion taking the name of God in vain: which 
ſo far provoked the Lord againſt him, as that he ſent ſuch a 
Canker into his mouth, as eat out his tongue, the very inſtru- 
ment wherewith he had ſo abuſed the name of God, T have 
likewiſe met in divers Authors the relation of a young Gentle- 
man of Coruwal, who being in the company of other Gentle- 
men, ſwore moſt dreadfully, for which being reproved by ſome 
in the company, he ſwore more and more. Atlength as they 
were going over a Bridge in their journey, which went over an 
arm of the Sea, this Swearer fo ſpurred his Horſe, as he ſprang 
clean over the Bridge with the man on his back, who as he was 


going cryed, horſe and man and all ts the Devil, 


Euch remarks of the Divine vengeance thou maiſt fall under 
here 3 but O what remains to be look'd for hereafter ® Theſe _ © 
Oaths which now vaniſh with the. ſpeaking and- fly into'the* 
wind, will all meet thee in the belly of hell, and there thoſe 
darts which thou haſt thrown up againit Heaven, will all be fired, 
and ſtick in thy heart for ever. 

O Young man, conſider therefore what folly and madneſs it 
is for thee ro hazard thy body, and expoſe thy foul {which is 
of mnore worth unto thee than ten thoutand Worlds ) ro the ſuf- 
fering of all theſe fearful puniſhments, both in this life, and the 
Jife to come for juſt nothing , for a vain and unprofitable 4in, 
Which bringeth good neither to foul, nor body. | 


CHAP. 


| 42 he Toung Man's Guide: 


CHAP. Xo 


: of Lying; which is another Vice whereunso Toung men are ad- 
dittes. | 


ing, which doth uſually accompany ſwearing 3 There- || w 
ore Hoſ. 4. 2, We find ſwearing and lying yoaked FOge- tri 
ther. Common Swearers, I know, do ordinarily twit thoſe 
F who make Conſcience bf an Oath, that though they will not ſwear, N1.y 
f they can le, But ſure we are, that they who make no Con- 
|  xaungd of an Oath, will make lefs Conſcience: of a lye: they 
who make no bones of diſhonouring God by taking his name in 
vain, will make no bones of deceiving their Neighbous by # 
| fye. 
s 7 In the opening this Vice, 1 ſhall ſhew you, 
' 


VI. A Nother Vice whereunto Young men are addied is Ly- I hi 


IT, What P Lye 5, 

2, What be the kinds and ſorts of Lyes. 

3- The greatneſs and heynouſneſs of the fin. 

4. Some Motives and Arguments againſt it. . 

+T. For the firſt, A Lye is a deceitful expreſſion of ones mind againff 

his mjud, Or, It 5 a freaking an untruth wittingly avd willingly, 
with a purpoſe to deceive. 

II. For the (ſorts or kinds of Lyes, They are commonly three, 

| *#2, An Officiow. A Sporting. And a Pernicious Lye. 

An 0Offcious Lye, 1s that which is intended to prevent ſome 
danger, or procure ſome good either to our ſelves, or neighbour, 
Many of theſe are mentioned in Scripture, as the, Midwives of 
eAgypts Lye, Exod 1.19, Rababs Lye, Foſh. 2.4. Michals Lye, 

*# ISam 19. 14. 

A Sportivg Lye, ora Lye in jeſt, is that which is made meerly 
to make one merry, to paſs away time, with the like ; ſuch are 
old Wives tales of Kobbin.bood, Fortunatws, and: the like, 

A Perniciows Lye, is that which is made for ſome evil, hurtful, 
and dangerous intent againſt onr Neighbour. 

\, -&$ Arealltheſe kind of Lyes ſinful ? 
| A. Yea. . 

I, For the laſt none can doubt, It's a (in againſt truth in the 

general nature of it., And a fin againſt love and mercy in the . 
" end and intent thereof. 

2, 'For the ſecond, namely a Sporting Lye, no great doubt is. 
made, for to fay the leaſt of it, Belides. that it is. a fin againſt 
truth, it is alſo an unwarrantable, and ar idle miſpending of 
Precious tme, which ought rather to be redeemed. 
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3- For the third, namely an officiow Lye, though fome make 

doubt thereof, yet it appears to be ſinful, and unlawful. For 
that which is committed againſt God, though it make 
never ſo much for man, is ſin, But every Lye is committed a- 
gainſt him: for in every. thing we do, we have to deal with 
God, and muſt approve all our actions to him ;z therefore beforg 
him to fay any thing with our Tongue, which in our Conſciences - 
we know to be otherwiſe, is to lin againſt God, who is a God of 
truth, 

0bj, God commended and rewarded many far their Oficious 
Lye. | 

'A. It is mot ſo. God never commended nor rewarded any for their 
Lye. Indeed many did excellent works by this means, ( which 
had yet been better had they not uſed a Lye ) as Kahab, the c#- 
rzptian Midwives, and others. In their works they gave great 
eſtimony af their faith, though in their lye cf their frailty, 
Now it was their faith which God commended , and the things 
hey did, not the manner of doing them, for therein they failed, 
1 God was merciful ro them. So much for the ſeveral kinds of 
'ES, | 
: 3- For the third particular,namely The greatneſs and heynouſneſs. 
thu fin of lying. Surely of ſins that are lightly accounted of 
n the World, and commonly committed, it's one of the moſt 
eynous,: which appeareth, 
r, Inthatitis ſo full of infamy, that ſuch as make #0 Conſcience 
any fin, yet cannot endure to be charged with a lye. 
2, It tendsto the utter overthrow of humane Society. Eor what 
omfortable Society, or commerce can there.be, where men re- 
ard not what they ſay ? How ſhall a man know what tolook 
or, or what to truſt to, unleſs men ſpeak. the truth one to ano- 
ner ? He that uſes tolye, how can he be believed when be 
peaks truth ? . 
8. Lyars in Scripture are reckoned amengſt Muntberers, Idolaters, 
id other heinows ſinners whoſe lot aud portion, without true and yn- | 
igned Repentance, will be hell- fire 10 all eternity,Rev. 21. $, Bu the 
arful and Unbelievers awd: Mun therer s aud Whoremorgers, and Sor- 
ers, and Idolatirs , and all Lyaxs, ſhall have their part i#-the 
ate which burneth 21th fire and brinſtone. EE 
O Young men I appeal to your Conſciences, whetker you have 
dt many wayes made your ſelves guilty of this moft heynous, 
d odious (in of lying, but eſpecially in your buying, ſelling,and 
ating, Have you not ofttimes ſaid in ſelling your commodities, 
is good, yea very good, ard n better to be bad for money, when you 
ow it is naught? Have you not often ſaid, That ſuch a commodity 
od,zou in ſo much, wkenas indeed jt coſt you far leſs ? and har ©, 
jow 
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you Were oFered ſuch and ſuch a price for the ſame,whenas in truth 
Ht was not (0? 

Motives or Arguments againſt the fin of lying. | 
' 1. It is as expreſly againſ# the letter of the lazy as any other fin; tl 
Read Lev. 19. 11. Te ſhall not feal, nenher deal falfly, neither ty 
one to another, And Col. 3. 9. Lye.not one to another, ty 

2. Lying ts a mark of the Devils Children, Joh. 8. 44; Tr are of 
your Father the Devil he abode not 1n the truth, becauſe there is nm T 
truthin him, When be fpeaketh a lye, he ſpealeth of bis own, for he th 
5 a lyar and the Fath:r of 8. God ts a God of truth, and his chil.$s' 
dren are Childiey hat will nt lye, 1a. 63. 8. Satan is ſaid, 494.5.2,0* 
To fil the hears toljze. Why hath Satan filled thine heart to lye to thefÞs* 
Holy Ghoſt ? 

Speak lyar, when thou ſpeakeſt a lye, whoſe language is this 2Y'l 
*tis the Devils Mother- tongue: whenever thou haſt a lye inf!" 
thy mouth, 'tis a ſign the Devil is in thine heart. But whoſeſſ” 
Child art thou the while? none of Gods, ke is the God of truth; 
*Fis Cure thou art the Devils Child, for he is alyar, and the Fa- th 
ther of it, OFriend, is jt nothing to. be the Devils Child ? andÞ-__ 
t have thine'own tongue proclaiming it ? It will not be long, 
if- thou uſe this trade, ere thou be carried down to thy Fathers 
houſe, the place of lyars, Rev. 21. 8. 

3. Conſider the reward-of a lyar even among men, which tv, not to b 
believed, when he ſpeaks the truth. Common experience ſhewethſ.. 
that one being once found ina lye, is hardly after beheved, but | 

is ſcorned as a man of no credit. | 
* © 4+ As this: fints hateful in it ſelf unto God, ſo it makes the pra-fſ®”* 


Aiſers thereof to be odious aud abominable unto him. Prov. 6.16. Theſ: ] 
things doth the Lord hate, yea, they are abomination unto him, A proulf>"* 
look, a lying tongu?, 8&c. Though God hates and abhors all ſinſ'” 
yet ſome ate' more abominable unto him than others, amongf bf 
which Ljing is one. And Prov. 12. 22. Lying lips are abomination, | 
10 the Lord. \ | Pet 
'' © Young men, how ſhould the conſideration*of theſe thing t 
effeually prevail with you; to keep a ſtrict watch over yourf*? 
ſelves that you break not forth into this fin of Lying, but as the. ! 
Apoſtle exhorteth, Eph, 4. 25. Putting away lying, ſpeak ever irſt 
man truth With his Neighbour. | * 


0bj- Some obje&, and fay, There is no living, or at leaſt, nc 
thriving, withoutlying, Totye onr ſelves always to ſpeak the® | 
truth, muſt needs be a great hinderance to our profit. | 

A. That profit thou getteft by lying, will be little profitable umo thet ad 
For thereby thou ſelleſt thy ſoul unto the Devil ; and that 15F* © 
miſerable bargain, where the ſoul is given in boot for ſome trif* 
fling gain, which cannot be ranfomed with the wholeWorld. Mey 
| | commonly/ 
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commonly think that that gain is ſweet and comes ealily in, 
that is gotten by lying. But alas, what {weetnets, or comfort 

can there bein that gain, that brings Gods curſe with it ? Wil 
thy gain (if it were the gaining of the whole World )) be able 
to countervail the loſs of Gods fayour, and thine own falya- 
tion ? : 

O Young man, think on theſe things. And whatever thy 
Trade be, have nothing ro do with the trade, of lying, Now 
jt, that thou art ſetting up thy trade, let not lying, ( which hath a 
11. great ſtock going in almoſt every trade ) have any thing in thine. 
Reſolve to be true and honeſt: content thy ſelf with righteous 
gains. But if thou wilt yet bealyar, never henceforth count, 

that God, but the Devil is thy Father: and know, that thongh 
. othou lye unto men, yet God will not lye unto thee ; he that is true 
in his promiſes, will be true in his threatnings. God hath (aid, 
lyars Noa be ſhut out of bis Kingdom, and ſpat up in the lake of fire 2 
th.fGod will not lye unto thee. IF this be thy practice, hell will be 
2a.thy place, and thy portion, as fure as God is true, 
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Of the well ordering our Thoughts, words and a icns, 


” | Aving ſhewed the heinouſneſs of ſundry Vices whereunto 
young men are much addi&ed, that fo they may carefully 
ra$8vo01id the (ame; 
be f come now to another dire&ion for the leading a godly and 
onYEracious. life, which is this, Keep a ffrit watch over thy ſelf ins 
n [boſe things which concern thine own perſon. For thy help therein 
of dbſcervet eſe Rules, 
rol 1+ Be careful of thy thoughts. , Care of, and about thoughts, iS 2 
pecial diſcovery of a godly man. 4 
ne; _— better keeping thy thoughts in order, put theſe things 
a8 Practice. | 
the 1. Give God thy firft 1boughts, by prepoſſeſſing thine heart at thy 
yer awaking with thoughts of his infinite purity, wiſdom, power, 
ercy, truth, or the like excellencies in him. Thus did David, 
neal. 139. 18. when I awake, 1am ſtil with thee, that is, ſo ſoon 
th$5 1 awake, my thoughts are upon thee, meditating on thy 
word and works; whereby his heart was exceedingly fenced 
bo $9d guarded both againſt the ſuggeſtion of Satan, and the wick- 
is $4 riſing of his own heart, Holy and ſpiritual thoughts in the 
orning will fo ſeaſon thine heart that thou mailt retain the ſa- 
Mel our of fo good a beginning all the day after.” 
2nl/ 
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2, Do thine utmf to keep bad thoughts owut of thine heart : but ifff"* 
they bave entrel in, and got poſſeſſion, ſuffer them not-to lodge and cou- 
zinue there, but thruſt them out of doors by head and ſpeulders, ſo ſoon 
85 they appear. 

3-- Make it thy buſineſs frequently toraiſe, and extraft holy and 
wſeful thoughts, as from all Gods dealing with thee, ſo from what thou he 

eſ# or heareſt, yea from all accidewts and occurrences, As the Phi- 
lefophers Stone is {aid fo tirn all Mettals into gold 3 ſo by this 
Heavenly Chymiftry raagit thou-turn all earthly things into ſome: 
ſpiritual advantage , and extradt the pure - Gold of ſpiritual 
thoughts from common objects and occurrences. 

4. tn regard the ſpirits and thoughts of men are wry ative, alway 
buſisd, if they be not ſet upon good objefls, they will be working upon 
bad, it will bethy wiſdom 10 get ſuch a treaſure of Divine traths, 
and Goſpel Myſteries, as may farniſhthy heart with abundance of mat * 
gex for holy and ſpiritual thoughts; and ts be much in exerciſung 1h 
felf upon them, Matth. 12. 35. 4 good man, (ſaith our Saviour, 

\ out of the_good treaſure of his heart bringeth forth good things : thaf 


is, {endeth out ſuitable emanations tor the good and comfort offff'<*© 
his own ſoul, as well as others. Mens layings out are according Z 


totheir layings up. Such as have a ſtock of ſpiritual. proviſion, ſſ 
I mean, have treaſured up many precious promiſes, many Goſlpel-ſf 
myſteries, and Scripture-truths. in their hearts, will be able toff 
bring forth, as ſavoury diſcourſes in company far the benefit ofÞ** 
others, fo many ſpiritual thoughts when they are alone, for the hog 


oo 


good and comfort of their own ſouls, _. | : 
Therefore, O Young man, forget not daily to rendet untof 
God thy thought- ſervice, as well as thy rongue-ſervice : and the ra 
er, becauſe thou haſt more opportunities for the one, than theſf* 
other. | | | | 
'$. Whenſoever thou go'ft unto God in Prayer, amongſt other tþ 
fins, betwail the multitude of vain, worldly, wanton thoughts that 
lodge in thine heart, and there reve! it day and wight, Think it nc 
enough to confeſs the outward a&ts of fin, but likewiſe the in 
ward , contemplative wickednels, and ſpeculative filthine'$PP 
which is in thine heatt, For the outward a@s of wickedneſs arg" 
no- more traufgreſfions of the law, /than the inward «thought 
which do beget and produce the /ontward a&s. And. finfu 
thoughts are the more abominable, for that they are the fountait 
and original of all a&ual ſins. Ye 
Therefore, 'O Young man,: thou haſt cauſe to humble thy ſell 
for thy finful thoughts, as well as for thy finful words and ations 
And having confeſſed them unto God,then amongk thy petition 
let one be.for grace to enable thee to keep down all wicked,watt 
' ton thoughts; and to giye thee his ſan ifying ſpirit, whac 
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ay ſpiritualize thy carnal heart, making it more holy and Hea- 
renly,fit to produce Heavenly thoughts. 

Il. As thy thoughts muſt be well ordered and governed, ſo likewiſe 
by words, which is of ſpecial importance for preſervation both of 
pur outward and inward peace 3 and wherin conſiſteth' much of 
poyſhe fruth ahd reality of our Religion, For if a mans ſeem to be 
he (ligiows , and bridleth not his :ongue, but breaketh out into bit- 
hieffer and reviling ſpeeches; that man's Religion # ain, or t0.no pur= 
eoſe, Fam. 1.25, Though his profeſſion be glorious, yet it wilt 
alittle advantage his ſoul. Therefore Solomon adviſeth, next to 
he keeping our hearts, to Keep our tongues, Prov. 4.23, 24. 
xe ought to be the more careful of our tongues : 

I. Becauſe we are very prone to offend therein, corrupt ſpeaking 
þ, Þ<ing the ordinary iſſue of our corrupt nature. 
1: 2+ Chriſt hath delivered it as a certain truth, That for every idle _ 
1-914 that men ſhall ſpeak, thy muſt give accomnt at the day of Fudg- 
ar. $2 And that by our words we ſhall be juſtified, and by our worge 
1 afſf** [pal be condemned, Matth, 12. 36, 37. Becauſe mens words d6 
 offÞ:<clare what their inward diſpoſition is , rherefore by their 
ng words are they juſlified or condemned. | 
, Beware therefore, O young man, that thou doſt not vainly, 

e.$2d cauſlleſly increaſe thy accounts either by rotten and un{a- 
rofoury, or by. idle and unprofitable diſcourſes, But rather let it: 
ofÞ© thy care with the Prophet David, To take heed to thy wayes that 
hel8 ou offend not with thy tongue, Plal. 39. 1, | 
For thy better help therein take theſe few DireRions. | 
.. I; Be mot too free of thy tongne, but let thy words be few, knows- _ 
ra$'7 that in the multitude of words there wanteth not fin, but he thae 
heÞſraineth his lips #s wiſe, Prove 10. 19, And Prov. 17. 27, He 

What hath knowledge ſpareth his words : and a man of keine 
is of an excelent ſpirit, knowing when to ſyeak, and when ts 
Keep ſilence, and verf, 28. Even a fool when be holgeth his peace, is 

ounted wiſez becauſe he hath this happineſs, not to diſcover his. 
vant of wildom, Many a mansfolly ang ignorance would not 
eſppear, could he but keep hrs own counſel. Silence is an excet- 
nt vertue, and ſaveth many a mans credit, reputation and con- 
clence. FOG | 

2, Let yonr converſe one with another be more fruitful; communis 
ating your experiences, your comforts and ſupport: one ro another, ex- 
orting one another, aud provoking one another to love and good works. 
Wl his queſtionleſs is one end of Gods beſtowing his gifts, and gra - 

5 upon us,. that we might impart what we have received to the . 
piritual good and benefit 'one of another. And hereby (hall we 
increaſe. and improve our own gifts, and graces ; by coffimu- 
eWlicating we increaſe our ſtore, We may warm our @wn w—_ 
1 | 
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by our endeavours to warm our Brethren, 

That your diſcourſes may be the more profitable, have ever 1 
your mind ſome uſeful queſtions to propound to others : but ther 
im; be ſure to haye reſpe& to the abilities and capacities, and th ” 
edifying of your ſelves, or them to whom you propound youff 
doubts, If they belearned Divines, or experienced Chriſtian 
then you may deſire the opening and clearing ſome diffic 
Place of. Scripture, or the reſolving fome caſe of Conſcience, ff 
 Theexplaining ſome hard point in Divinity. If they be your; 

uals in underſtandiag, then ſuit your Diſcourſe to therr capa 
Cities, and let it be your wiſdom to obſerve wherein mens abilitid} 
chiefly conſiſt, and'to apply your ſelves to them accordingly} 
whereby you will much advantage your felves, and give other} 
occaſion to improve thoſe gifts and talents which God hath bg 
ſtowed on them. 

3. When others are talking of Worldly. or commou-matters, labour t 
trern the fiream of their diſcourſes to ſome ſpiritual and ſavoury ſul 
qe, to talk of God, or Chriſt, or Heaven, or of the way and mea 
that lead thereunto, It is much to be lamented that, profeſ. 
ſing Chriſtians ſhould ſo often meet together to (o little pu 
poſe. How is their time generally. taken up with diſcourſes « 
worldly matters, without a word of God, or Heaven ! 

4. Be not over forward either in revealing that which ansther hat 
committed to thy truſt, or in 1evealing thine own (ecrets to another, | 
in the end he proving to be unfaithful, tl ou be inforced ( but too late 
#0 repent thy folly, That which thon wouldſt not have told t 
another, tell no body 3 for if thou canſt not, why ſhouldſt thai 
think another will conceal what concerns thee ? 

5 Let no corrupt communication proceed out of thy month, Ep 
4.29. Neither filthineſs nor fooliſhtalking, nor 3;/ting, Ephel. 5. 3; 
It is better to forbear ſpeaking, than to vent that which is vain 
and unprofitable, or worſe than ſilence. Abſtain therefore fron 
all evil ſpeakings, eſpecially from obſcene and wanton ſpeeches 
which the Apoſtle calleth filthineſs, and reckoneth amongſt thok 
evil ſpeakings, Which he wouldgaot have named amongſt Chri 
Kians, Yet how full of them ate the mouths of many - youn 
men ? who make it their repaſt and reputation to utter wanto 
ſpeeches, to tell filthy tales, angto ſing Songs of love and light... 
neſs, fullof abom'nable filthinefs 3 which plainly ſheweth thi 
pollutoitand uncleannets of their hearts, for our of the abundan: 
of the heart," the month ſpeaketh, Matth. 13. 34, Obſcene and unf{,. 
chaſt words at&the vent of an unclean heart, and as bellows te] * 
blow upits filthy. fire into a greater flame. abu 

Know then, O young men, it doth highly concern you in fpeſ;, 
” cial, to be watchful over your words in this. kind, For r all 
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.Þþrts of corrupt ſpeeches, this filthy ſpeech is the moſt beiſtly 
d corrupting, Obſerve the Songs that young mer and maidens 
ave moſt frequently in their mouths, and you ſhall find theny. 
> be full of filthineſs. Is it any wonder thea-that-{0 many fall 
"ito divers kinds of unclean and beaſtly a 10ns, whenas thar 
Words are (o ſeaſoned, or rather porfoned with this filthinefs > 
ow can chaſtity be preſerved when ſuch provocations to luſt 
re continually uſed ? The ſoul of 3uf and righteous Lot was wexed 
Þith the filthy ſpeeches of the Sodomites , 2 Pet. 2.7, And how. 
. "Yanſt thou think that thou haſt a righteous ſoul in thee, if thou 
ke delight in uttering, or hearing filthy ſpeeches ? | 
2, Another kind of evil ſpeaking which the Apoſtle mentioneth 8 
Jooliſh talking, whereby he meaneth vain, and unprofitable dif 
\ Jourles of whatſoever cometh into mensheads, which tend to no. 
ood purpoſe, but are uſed only to paſs away time. Many, f 
now, are apt to think that vain and idle words are not to be. 
Feckoned of. But let ſuch remember, that God regiſtreth them 
ll, and will bring them one day .to a reckoning tor the ſame, 
fore his judgment-ſeat. 1a 27" 0 
O Yourg man, how doth it then concern thee to, be watchful 
ver thy words, and ſpeeches ? Oh think not vain and unprofi- 
able diſcourſes to be{o «light as not to be regarded, Confides 
d what end God made thy tongue , namely to glorifie him, and 
difie thy Brother, Conſider alſo what a precious thing time is 
| j| vhich we ought by. all means to redeem )) and thow thalt find 
h hat to pervert the right-end. of the tongue by babling fooliſh 
OFhings, and to miſpend ſo much 5 time thereby, 13/no light 
vr (mall fin,  * ; TS ok 

3- Feſting, i the next kind of evil-ſpeaking mentioned by 
he Apoſtle, Eph5. 4. whereby heeſpecially meanethr'ſuch jeft- 
Fig as tends to the abuſing of Scripture, or deriding fuch as fear 
od, or mocking of our Neighbour.. The word evTgama;jz, 
n the Text, Arifetle (ets down for a Vertue, which the Apoſile 
.Siere condemneth for a Vice. And traly je/#g-. ( eſpecially with- 
put great watchfulneſs as to the matter, and meaſure of it ) Wd 
ery il] become Chriſtians. .For, oe 
bet. ** It"s not. agreeable to. our frofeion, which requirerts a very: 
ove, and ſerious ſpirit, and behaviour, | * 
MJ 2. It's apt to put the heart out of tun& tv-difeompoſe us for 
hoſe weighty and ſpiritual concernments' which we have before 
. 15> and to diſpoſe us for vanity and frothineſs. ID 
" |. 3: It's an occaſion of miſpending much precious time, afid of 
- Pouſing that gift of wit which God hath given for the-go6d and 
pe profit of others, and not for. the huxt and diſgrace of any ©. - 
"j Pleeſzntneſs of converſe, ſo it be, innocent and retiving to; 
D 2 good 
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good, is both allowable and commendable : but that liberty of 
wit which we intend for a recreation ſhould be but as ſawce te 
our meat, but little as to the meafure of it, and profitable as toffe 
the end of it, namely to whet the appetite to that which is bet 
ter. : 
IH. 4s thy thoughts, and words muſt he well ordered, ſo likewi 
thy aflions, and that in the whole courſe of thy life, This the A 
Poſtle intendeth, Phil. 1. 27. Let your converſation be ſuch as br 
cometh the Goſpel of Feſus Chrift, that is, as you have embrace 
the Goſpel of Chriſt, and made a profeſſion of Religion ; ſo ſet 
that your converſation be ſuitable and anfwerable thereunto 
thereby manifeſting the power of the Goſpel in you. Oh hoy 
{ad a fight is it to ſee men making a profeſſion of Religion, 1 
Read of adorning the ſame with a godly life, diſgracing it, and 
* denying the power thereof in their loofe and carnal converſa 
tion ! Let ſuch talk what they will of their faith, that they de 
believe in Jeſus Chriſt, and therefore doubt not their condi 
Lion 1s as good as the beſt 3 yet let them know that that faith wi 
Not ſave them, which brings nagforth a godly life. Though faitly | 
alone juſtifies, yet fanth whith" ts alone, not accompanied with go 
works, doth not juftifie, wor ſave. It is adepd faith, Jam, 2, 20 
Wilt thou hope to live by that faith which is dead ? 
Young men, let it not content you to be only believing, but be 
doing Chriſtians: be not profe//ing only, but be living believers 
Haſt thou grace ? prove that thy graceis true by this that th 
haſt not received the grace of God in vain, Let thy love prov: 
thy faith, and thy labours e prove thy love, and the fruif 
of thy labours prove that haſt not either believed, orla 
boured in vain. Be a Chriſtian for ation ; let Religion be not 
only thy profeſſion, but thy buſmeſs. Let it not be the buſin 
of thy Sabbaths, or of thy praying times, but let it be the or 
dinary buſineſs of thy life ; let thy whole courſe evidence that 
godlinels is not an acry, or empty notion, an inſignificant and 
ufelefs form or ſhew z but that there is a ſpirit of life, and powee 
in it, which worketh in thee mightily. 
That thy a&ions, and the way of thy life may be according td 
goedlineſs. I ſhall give'thee, C 
1, Some general, a 
2, Some particular Dire&ions, 
General FO are theſe, L 
1. Engage thy ſelf deeply in a defign for Eternity. Reſolve fol: 
Heaven, andthe way that leads ot: bh Be. no longer man fot 
this world, -but for the everlaſting Kingdom; and fludyhe 
out with plainneſs of bears, What is the--ſurek way to thFi! 
bleſſednels to come, ' 
XK 0k FEM Godlun 
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7 off Godlineſs is the way to bleſſedneſs, and therefore let that 
e tele thy great ſtudy, how thou maiſt live godly.. Till thou haſt in 
$ toffgood earneſt taken vp a godly deſign, thou wilt never do any 
betÞhing to purpoſe in it. . The moſt of men are ſofar from living a 


podly life, that they have not yet deſigned any ſuch thing. 
{ome good may be done at times by them, but it is only as it falls 
n their way, by accident rather than upon any ſerious good in- 
ent. This God regards not at all; nothing is acceptable to 
im, no nor like to be profitable to us, but what is done upon de- 
J'gn, upon this godly deſign, 

Il.. Lee thy whole life be a proſecuting and ſerving thy godly deſign. 
nd that thou maiſt the more effectually profecute it and proſper 
it 

1. Let Faith and Love be the Root of thy life, and the ſeveral 
ions of it, ; 
2. Let the word and will of God be the rule of thy a&ions. * 
3- Let the glorifying and enjoying God be the end of them, 

I, Let faith and love be the root of thy att ions, 

1, Let faith be the root of them, 1 Tim, 1.5. The end of the com- 
indment t charity out of @ pure heart , and a good Cauſcience aud 
faith unfeigned ] Heb. 11,6. Without faith it 1s impo/ible to pleaſe 
jd. Our perſons muſt be accepted firſt, before our aions, 
Ind neither the one nor the other will be accepted without faith 
n Chriſt, Heb. 11. 4. 

A godly life, and a life of Faith are the ſame. A life of Faith 
Jath its Original from above, is fetch'd down from Chriſt, and 
i$ maintained and carried on by a continual ſupply of frelh influ- 
ces from him, without whom we can do nothing. If thou 
Filt live Godly, thoumuſt look to Chriſt, and lean on Chriſt, 
nd go to Chriſt for allthy ſtrength and motion. A Chriſtian is 
holding to Chriſt for every good motion he moves, for eve 
thaSrace he hath, and for every good duty he doth. Let it be thus 
Fith thee, O ſoul, let thy Faith in Chriſt be the root from 
Fhence all thy a&ions, and thy ſtrength for ation comes. 

2, Let love be the root of thy life. Let thy duties be the works 
E faith, and labours of love. The love of Chrift conflraineth ws, 
Cor. 5. 14. Chriſtians love Chriſt, both his perſon, and holy 
aies, and thence 'tis they follow him fo faſt, They love 
d be holy, and therefore follow Holineſs : they--leve to pray, 
id love to hear, and love to labour for Chriſt, and to watch 
Sith Chriſt, and walk with him, and therefore 'tis they live a 
graying, Hearing, Labouring, Watchful life. Love quickens 
em to duty, ang love ſweetens every duty, Young man , thou 
Fil: never bear through the hard ſervices, and great feverities” 
agodly life; thou wilt never hold out in that conſtant care 
: | D 3 labour, 
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” H4bour, watchfulne(s, felf-denyal, which Religion will put thee 

© "ypon; unleſs thy love to Chriſt do quicken thee on, and ſweeten 
all | 


to thee. / 

Carnal Profeſſors whatever they do, they. do all for fear, 
from force or faſhion : they would be bad enough, or do little e- 
nough, if they did dare, if they were not afraid, or aſhamed, 
or were it not from the influence of ſome things external upoy 
them: © Though thou alſo muſt make uſe of fear, and all mann 
of Arguments and helps to lead, and ” on thy back war 
heart, yet ſeeto it, that thy love to Chriſt be the main ſpring 
that lets all thy wheels a going , this will both give vigour, and 
a {weet reliſh to all thou doſt, and according to this, according 
to what love there is in thy duties, fo will thy acceptance bs 
with God, ' - © | | 
' 2, Let the word and will of God be the rule of thy life, Plal. r19. 
Wherewithal ſhall a young man cleanſe his way ? By taking heed there 
according to thy word ; this word is a light to the feet and a lanthorn t 
zhe fteps: it theweth thee what is good,and that good muſt be donea 
it ſheweth thee what is evil, and that evil is to be avoided : iffſo 
{heweth thee what good is to be done, 'and how ; what evils aro 
to be eſchewed, and how thou maiſt avoid them. d 
' Young man, do not ( as the moſt of thine age uſe to do ) bl fe 
unruly, live not according to thy unruly head, or heart, accord v 
ing to thy unruly Luſts and Paſſions 3 but live by rule, live noff{b' 
by the rule of cuſtom, or by the rule of example , after thilw 
courſe of this World ; but let God be thy ruler, and his law hb 
thy rule. ' As many as walk according to this rule, peace ſhall be fin 
#hem, and mercy, Gal. 6. 16. Enquire diligently, what woulKey 
God have me to do ? How would God have me live ? woul@th 
God have me live an idle life ? would God have me to ſwear, oof 
ro lie, or tocovet ? Ts not this it that the Lord would have nin 
do, to dewy all ungodliveſs aud worldly lufts,and to live righteonſly auf $0 
(oberly, and godly in this preſent World ? Tit,2.12. And if this beim 
chat the Lord would have, Go and live accordingly. . | 

3. Let the glorifying, 'and enjoying of God be the end of thy lift 
ani of all the duties and alt ions of it, Let this be the ſcope of th 
k life, the mark at which thou a;meſt, that thou maiſt honou 
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| * God, and be happy in him. And that thou maiſt eyz and purſ 
bY both theſe in one, let this be the aim and intent of thine hearti 
= thy whoie courſe, To work ont thine own ſalvation, Phil. 2, 11 
| Irrthis one work is included ajl that thou haſt to do or mind. 
this thou wilt bei: glorifie GoQ, ani} ſecure his everlaſting lovet 
thiyz own ſoul. :: ; T WEwWEPY ., k ' 
' 'Therefote njon this fet thine eye, and thine heart jn all t] 
ayes: $0 that if the queſtion be put, whereſo:ze Jivelt as 
l | ***., waergld 
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wherefore liveſt thou thus? thus holily ,thus humbly,thus watch” 
fully, thus ſelf-denyingly ? that thou maiſt be able to anſwer» 
why, I live this, that herein I may work ont my ſalvation, Reſolve 
 offfl to ſet thy (elf about nothing, nor to allow thy ſelf in any thing 
> eff concerning which thou art not. able #o ſay, I am hereis working 
el, out my ſalvation, I am herein ſerving the Lord, and endeavouring tha 
pou ſar:ing mine own ſoul. | 
In Young. man, doſt thou live to this end ? what goeſt thouſo 
ard} often to the Ale-houſe or Tavern for ? 1s that to ſerve God and 
ing] ſave thy ſoul? What is the intent of thy greedineſs upon the 
and world, of thy ſenſugt licentious life , of thy ſcoffing- at the 
ing iritneſs of religion, doſt thou all this alſo for the plealing of 
: ball God, - and working out thine own ſalvation ? Canſt thou ſay 
when thou art Drinking and Revelling, when thou art ſwearing 
9.9 and lying,or when thou art loytering and playing away thy time, 
ereteff can't thou then ſay, Now Tam ſerving of God, herein I am work- 
rn 1 ing out my Salvation ? Or when thou art playing the Hypocrite, 
one and formaliſt, profeſſing, and praying, and hearing, and talking 
: ifof God, and the matters of religion deceitfully, out of pride, 
arg} or oſtentation, or ſo coldly and negligently as thou ordinarily 
doſt, canſt thon then ſay, F am now praying for my life, hearing 
) bal for my Iife 2 will thy pride and thy hypocriſie bring thee to Hea- 
ord ven? Are theſe falſe duties, that have nothing but a lye at the 
no bottom, that are the covert of a rotten heart, are theſe they on - 
Which thou meaneſt to adventure thy falvation ? 
g Young man, if thou wouldſt in earneſt make this thine aim 
indeed, the ſerving of God, and ſaving thy ſoul, and have thine 
Yeye, and thine heart much upon it, this would both diſcover to 
thee, whether thy way were right or wrong, and allo fetch thee 
, oof from all thy vain and wicked wayes, and quicken thee on 
; min, and hold thee cloſe to that righteouſneſs, ſobriety , and 
; augodlineſs of life, which is indeed the way to bleſſedneſs, Thrs 
beiymuch for General direQions, | 
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according ts godlineſs. 


N the next place 'I ſhall give thee ſome particalar Di- 
rections, : ww 

I. Beware of living in the wilfnl omi/ſion of (ny known daty,' 
he omiſſion of good maketh us as lyable to erernal vengeance, 
a* the committing cf evil. The unprofitable ſervamt, We read, 
| wa 
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was caſt into outer darkneſs, where was mothing but Weeping and 
gnaſhing of teeth, not for miſpending his Talent, but for nor 1m- 
proving it to hu Maſters advantage, Matth. 25. 24, 30» And Luke 
16, 20, 25, We read how Dives was tormented in Hell, not for 
taking away from Lazarys,but for not relieving him in his wants, 
Bleſs not then thy ſelf, O Young man, in thine harmleſs.con- 
dition, thinking thou art as good a Chriſtian as the beſt, be- 
cauſe thou art not as bad as the worſt, but canſt thank God with 
the Phariſee; thou art neither Adulterer, nor Drupkhard, nor Extor. 
- Fjoner ( it were to be wiſhed that ſome could ſay ſo much ) but 
Know, that this is not ſufficient, A man -may. truly ſay this, 1 
am not as bad as others, and yet ſuffer with them in the {ſame lake 
of fire. Thy omiſſions may be thy undoing. Yea not only a 
gotal omiſſion of all that's good, but an ordinary,and wilfull,and 
allowed omiſſion of any one thing thou knoweſt to be thy duty, 
'O how ſadly doth this ſpeak to thee, thou halting, and tri- 
Ying ſoul! many things thou doſt,and therein thou comforteſt thy 
felf ; but are there not many things alſo which thou knowe 
Thou ſhouldſt do, but wilt not ® Thou knoweſt it is thy duty t 
pray 3 to pray in thy-Family, in ſecret in thy Cloſet, to be con 
ftant, to be inſtant in prayer, Doſ thouſo 2 Thou Knowefſt it tc 
be thy duty tv examine thy. ſelf, to ſearch thy heart, and try thy 
wayes, that thou maiſt know the eſtate of thy ſoul, Doſt thou 
This ? How ſeldom doſt thou ſpend any pains this way ? It ma 
be thou haſt never done it, nor ſo much as ſeriouſly put the que 
ſkion to thy ſelf, whoſe Child am I? or, how may I know whether 
be the Child of God, or the Child of. the Devil ? Thou knoweſt it 1 
thy duty to watch, to watch thine heart, and watch thy tongue, 
end watch againſt corruption, and temptation 3 Noſt thou do it ! 
Thou knowelt it is thy duty to ſanCtific the Sabbath, by forbear: 
Ing thy Callingy thy Recreations, and Carnal, Pleaſures, by 
ſpending the whole day in the publick, and private exerciſes « 
Religion, not allowing thy feif in vain, and impertinent talk, 
_ or idle, or woridly thoughts; Boſt thou fo ? Thou knowelt it 
15 thy-duty-to do-good to others, to their ſouls, by exhorting; or 
xeproving them : to their bodies, by feeding, or cloathing, 0 
otherwiſe relieving them , Doſt thou ſo ? Is there none « 
ell this, nor nothing elſe which thou alloweſt thy ſelf in thy 
negle& of ? If it be ſo, how canſt thou think thy {elf ſincere 
O Young man, if thou would pleaſe God indeed, and have 
evidence that, thou art his, reſolve, on univerſal obedience, and 
be ready to every good work Let not Conſcience fly upan thee al 
laſt, and tell thee, one thing thou lackeft, one thing thaw. would! 
not do. Be faithful, ſtudy to know rhy whole duty,-and.rel 
- Not trill thy heart be willing to follow the Lord in all thiggs what 
Toeyer ht commands thee. "OR ra * Ih, Ls 
ef 0 5 
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II, Live uot in the frattice of any known fin. For, 

I, One (ſm allowed, aud delighted '11, its enough to keep thy ſoul 
out of Heaven, As Adam by eating one forbidden fruit was caſt 
out of Paradiſe : So maiſt thou out of Heaven for but one ſin, 
that thou haſt committed, and not repented of. 

2. The living and delighting in one f6n doth evidence a rotten, and 
unſound heart. 
to make Conſcience of every known lin. So it.is made anote of 
Hypocriſie to ſeem to make Conſcience of the forbearance of 
ſome ſins, and yet tolive and lye in the practice of others, 


55 


3. One ſinuever goeth alone, but is ever accompanted with more. 


For it 15 the natural effe& of ſin ( eſpecially being wittingly 
committed ) to make» men apter to fin, Rom. 6. 19. Tu have 
vieldld your members ſexnants to uncleanneſs, and to iniquity unto inj- 
quity, God in his jult judgment ofttimes as a puniſhment for ſome 
one ſin, leaves men fo to themſelves, that they break forth into 
the committing of others, 

4. For a man tolive and lye impenttently in the prattice of a known 
ſin. is the dreadfullef judgment in the World, Betrer were it for a 
man to be given up to the Devil, than to the power of one ſinful 
laſt. .: The inceſtnous perſonwas delivered up to Satan, ( 1 Cor. 5. 
5. )but he was reſtored again, and the better for it. Whereas 
we ſeldom read, or hear of any who were given up to the 
luſts of their own hearts, that ever recovered. 

O Young man, how doth it then concern thee to withſtand e- 
very luſt, not to indulge thy ſelf in any fin! but eſpecially to 
keep thy (elf from thine own iniquity, I mean, thy natures darling 
fin, to which thou art moſt propenſe by thy complexion,and con- 
ſtitatzen, and of all thy luſts art lotheſt to leave, Let not that 
bear rule in thee as formerly, but bend thy greateſt force againſt 
it, As.the King of Swia commanded his 32 Captains to fight 
principally againſt the King of Iſrael, for full well he knew that 
the King being once ſlain, the whole Army would foon be dif- 
combited. So if. thy beloved fin that reigns and rules'in thee 
Ur once ſubdued, thy other ſins would ſoon be vanqui- 

ied. 

HI, If thouhaſt been overtakes with any fin, and thereby made 
wound iy thy Conſcience, ſeck av healing Plaiſter by ſound Repen- 
tance, and faith in the blood of Chy:/t. Lye not (:cure in any known 
fin.into which thou art fallen, but riſe ſpeedily again : make up 
every breach between God and thy ſoul betimes,. What the A- 
poſtle ſaith of wrath, Epheſ.4.25. the ſame may I (ay of other 
{ins, Let not the Sun go down up: them, Do not preſume to fleep 
one night in any ſin unrepenged of, It is dangerous fleeping at the 

bank of. hell, = 4» bn v4: Le 
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As it is made in Scripture a note of uprightnels: : 
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Haſt thou fallen into fin ?. do not ſay it is but one, or but a 
little one. 'Tis fin ( be it great or little, one or more ) 'tis ſin, 
and that's enough to deſtroy thee for ever, unleſs thou repent, 1: 
Go ſpeedily and make upthe breach, repent and ſeek thy pardon, in 
and thy peace. - pl 
IV. When through grace thou art recovered, take heed of falling back 
again. A relapſe is dangerous in bodily diſeaſes, much more in]ll { 
ſpiritual, Chriſt gave this advice to the woman taken in Adul-J $ 
tery, and forgiven, G9 and fin no more, Joh.$. 11. As alſo to the 
r lame man, whom he healed at the Pool of Betheſda, which] n 
he back'd with a ſtrong reaſon, Go and fin no, more, left a worſe {« 
8#hing come unto thee, leſt the rod be turned into a Scorpion, Foh.s.|f a 
14. Is the unclean ſpirit departed from thee ? beware that he n 
retyra not, leſt thou become {evenfold more the Child of Hell inf v 
| thy latter end, than thou wert in the beginning. Let thy former} {i 
6 
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fins, and the ſmart they have put theeto, be. warnings to thee as C 
long as thou liveſt. Haſt thou repented ? Art thou reformed 2} ( 
' Bleſs Ged for fo great a mercy. Look back upon the mire of 
the pit out of which thou art delivered, and take heed to thy] 
ſelf, how thou ever comeſt there again. | 


[ 
) + CHAP, X111, 
; : 
| Of moderation iy ſeveral particulars, 


E moderate in all things, more particularly, 
| 1. Inthe uſe of Meats and | rinks. - 
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2. In Sports and Recreations, 
3. Inthe purſuit of worldly wealth, aud ſeeking after riches, © 
| I. Be moderate inthe uſe of Meats and Drinks. Feed for the f(a- 
|; * tisfying thy hunger, and ſtrengthning thy body for the ſervice 
|. of God, andnot meerl]y for the pleaſing thy fleſhly appetite, I 
deny not but the ons gives us liberty to Eat not only for 
[! Neceſſity, but alſo for delight. But wilt thou therefore eat to 
1! FZluttony, and allow thy ſelf in ſuch intemperance, as will make 
'h Thee as ready to curſe God, as to bleſs and praiſe him ? 
| + Our Saviour warns his own di$iyles, Luk. 21. 34. Tabe heed 
ta your ſelves left at any time younfearts be overcharged with ſurfeit-" 
ing and drunkenneſs, It is obſeryÞiz how he adviſeth us to be as 
watchful agairſt gluttony as drug#1nne's. Many look upon drunken* 
weſs as an heynous fin, but as Wr gluttony they make no. fin of -it? 
at atl, not conſidering that a ff may offend, and make a Beaſt 
' of himſelf by exccſlive eat ig, as by exceſſive drinking. The: 
$ rich glutton went to Bell, or any drunkenneſs that we read 
$ >. of, but for gluttony; Lu | f 
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Therefore, O Young man, it concerns thee to be watchful o- 
yer thy (elf herein. Let not thy Table be an Altar to thy Belly, 
leſt it become a fnare to thine heart. Beware of feeding thy lult, 
inſtead of refreſhing thy Body, Fat for ſervice more than for 
pleaſure; to preſerve: nature, rather than to, pamper the body. 

And when thou art feeding thy body, forget not to xzfreſh thy 
ſoul, by meditating of Gods goodnets and Bounty, and Chriſt's 

Sweetneſs, who 1s the breafof life: 

the Il. Be moderate in ihy Sports and Recreations, Spend not too 
ich} much of thy precious time therein. Certainly didſt thou but 
orſeſÞ ſeriouſly weigh, and conſider, how much work lyeth before thee, 
h.5. and how little time remaining for the doing of it, thou wouldft 
he] not trifle away fo much thereof in vanity and pleaſure 3 but 
l inf wouldſt rather ſpend the greateſt part of that time thou canſt 
ner ſpare from thy particular calling. in renewing thy peace with 
2 a: God, in clearing up thine intereſt in Chriſt, and making thy 
d ?Ff Calling and Fle&ior ſure. 

> off 1 deny not but Recreations are lawful, and may be uſed; 
thy | provided, 

' I, Thatthey be ſuch as are not forbidden either by the Ia of God, 
or lawof man. For the pleaſing of our ſelves in any of thoſe, 
muſt needs be diſpleafing unto God. 

2. That they be uſed moderately, not ſpending t00 much time in 
them, nor taking 200 much pains about them: for thereby you will 
rather be diſabled for the diſcharge of the duties of your calling, 
than fitted thereunto, which croſſeth the main end of Recreati- 
ons, The Mower's whet is counted no letr, but rather a further- 
ance of his work. But if he {pend the whole day, or half a 
day in whetting, he ſpoils his Sithe, and hinders his work. Now 
our Recreations ought to be as whetting to the Mower, wherein 
a- | no more time muſt be (ſpent than doth conduce to the better fitting 
ce || us for the duties of our general and particular Calling. IO > 

I But contrariwiſe how do the greater part of Young men either 
or | accuſtom themſelves to unlawful Recreations, ſporting them- 
to | ſelves 1n fin and wickedneſs; or eiſe abuſe their lawful recre4- 
ce | tions, by laviſhing away much of their precious time therein, 

making a Vocation of their Recreation ; as if their work were to 
ed play and their paſtimes were the very trade to which they had 
2-"| terved an Apprenticeihip, and idleneſs were the bulinefs of their 
as MY lives. | a 
25. Ah Young men, .is your peace yet to be made with God 2 The 
itY pardon of your ſins yet to be obtained ? Your ſalvation yet to be 
AY wrought out? And js the time allotted for theſe things both 
- ſhort and uncertain, and yet do ye ſquander it away in ſports 
ang paſtirzs ? Doth your everlaſting happineſs and miſery de. 
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pend upon your well or ill improving of your time here, andcan 
you (0 prodigally laviſh it out in ſenſual pleaſures and delights? 
O that men endowed with reaſon ſhould beſo fooliſh and unwiſe 
as tohazird the eternal welfare of their precious ſouls for a few 
pleaſing vanities, which laſt but for a moment ? 

It was the fad expreſſion of Lyſmac)x, who had loſt his King- 
dom for one draught of water, For what a ſhort pleaſure have I 
made my ſelf a bondſlave for ever + Oh the folly and madneſs 
that poſſeſſeth the hearts of many Young men to throw away 
their time upon their luſts and pleaſures, 25 that which is nothing 
worth, which hereafter, if they had it, they would give a whole 
World to redeem it, but cannot obtain. * 

Do you lack Paſſ- time ? Sports to paſs away the time ? Com- 
pany to paſs away the time,? Why man, is all thy work done, 
that thy time now lyes upon thy hands ? Look to1t, thou maiſt 


-hereafter beg for an hour, one hour to pray in, one hour to re- 


pent in, which now thou meerly trifleſt and playeſt away. O 
what a precious commodity would time be in hell ? One day of 
Grace, one day to repent in, what a joy would it be to the 
damned ſouls ? but then it would be too late: it's gone, and 
will not be recall'd for ever. 

Go, O Young man, to the bed-ſide of a dying man, and mind 
htm both of his worldly vanities with which in times { pu he was 
d=lighted 3 as alſo of all thoſe duties of piety, and works of 
righteouſneſs which he hath performed in the whole courſe of 
his life. And then ask him in which he doth now take moſt 
comfort,. and delight; and you ſhall find that he will be con- 
founded with ſhame to think of the former, and exceedingly re - 

zoyce with tae remembrance of the latter. 

IIL Be moderate in the purſuit of Worldly things, in ſeeking after 
riches , that thou maiſt not be drowned in the cares of them. Joh. 6.27. 
Labour wot for the meat which periſheth, but for the meat which en- 
dureth to everlaſting life. Where by Meat our Saviour -meaneth 
all things which this world affordeth for the uſe of man: one 
Kind being by a Synechdoche put for all other kinds, And by la- 
bouring, . he meaneth an inordinate, and immoderate endeavour, 
afrer the things of this World, For the word in the Greek 
£r3a7e938, fignificth to endeavour after things with the greateſt 
earneſtneſ(s, pain, and diligence. $0 that aur Saviour doth not 
amply forbid the labouring for earthly things, bur, 

1. The inordinuate rntention of the mind of him that laboureth, when 
it is fall-d avith zeal for, © with carking, diſtruſifal thoug bis about xhe(e 
earthly things, Oh the carnal diſtru't of many Worldlings, who 
think they ſhall never have enough to keep them when they are 


onde Whichis 2 ſinful anxiety, however vailed under the appear- 
' 
ance 
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ance of providence againft future necelity, whereby they do 
but anticipate their cares, and create a ncedleſs Ditraction to 
themſelves. 


2. The mauner of labouring ; when temporal things are preferred- 


before ſpiritual and Heavenly : therefore our Saviour addeth, bus 
labour for the meat which enduyeth to everlaſting life ; that is, chiefly 
and eſpecially, Look how much more excellent the ſoul is than 
the body, things eternal than thote that are tzmporal , ſo muck 
more ought we, both in our judgments and affections to prefer, 
and purſue ſpiritual grace, and Heavenly glory, before thefe 
temporary trifles, ; 

3+ The meaſure of labouring ; when we never think we have 
laid up enongh, but are contiqually and eagerly ſeeking after 
more, our hungry hearts crying ſtill in our ears, Gather, Gather, 
lay up for the days to come, Wheniwe cannot be content with food 
convenient, but ſeek after more than is needful both for the pre- 
ſent and future maintenance of the charge God hath committed 
to us. 

It is obſervable, that we find not in all the Scripture that any 
Saint was guilty of this ſin, of ſetting his heart upon the Wortd, 
and ſeeking immoderately after eatthly riches. We read of Aaroxs 
olatry, Loes inceſt, Noahs Prunkennels, Davids Adultery, Peters 
denial of his Maſter. But where do you read in Scripture of a- 

y Saint that was overcome with this fin ? It 15not to be denyed, 
but that as the ſeeds of all ſins are in the beſt of men, fo likewiſe 
the ſeeds of this ſin: but that-any Saint was given up to the 
power thereof, we do not read. How ſhould this conſideration 
ir you up to a greater watchfulneſs againſt the ſame ? 
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CHAP. XIV. 
She? #h the Danger of bad Company,& the Advantage of good Company, 


I E careful of thy Company, eſpecially whom thou makeft thy boſome 
J and familiar friends; for that is a matter of exceeding great 
oncernment to thy ſpiritual welfare. This I ſhall branch into 
wo heads, | | 

I. Avoid the Soctety of wicked and Prophane perſons. 

2. Deſire and embrace the Company of the Godly. 


Luine of thowfands of young men, I do not ſay that all manner of f0- 
icty with graceleſs and Prophane perſons ts finful and unlawful, 


and that thou ought not to come at all into their Company,nor to 
Dave any entercourſe, and commerce with them in buying , 


elling 


- 


1. Avoid the Society of wicked men, which hath been the Bane and 


- 
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felling and the like.- But thy care muſt be fo ayoid all intimate 
Society and Familiarity, yea and all needleſs and unneceſſary 
converling with them. - | 
1, For firſt, It is exceeding dangerous without a juſt warrant, and 
calling ts be much in the company of wicked and prophane men,efpecial. 

y ſuch as are ſcofiers of religion, and traducers of good men, who” 
by their looſe converſation, and continual railing againſt Reli- 
810n,. and the profeſſors thereof, will take off thine heart from 
all love and delight in Holy, and religious exerciſes, and. 
work in thee a diſtalte, and contempt of the wayes of God- 
lineſs. 

There is a ſecret and bewitching power in Prophane company, 
to empoyſon and pervert even the beſt diſpoſition, ſin being of a 
contagious nature, more infe&ious than the Plague ; and the 
ſoul much more tatching of the Contagion of ſin, than the body 
- of any infectious diſeaſe. | 

Common experience telleth us, how many hopeful young men, 
who have bloſlomed fairly, and brought forth ſome good fruit 

et by frequenting the company of wgked and lewd perſons, 
have proved vefy prophane and debauch'd. The Uhrloſophers do 
well obſerve that all waters both in colour and taſte do partici: 

te of the nature, and diſpolition of thoſe grounds through 
which they paſs. In like manner men do participate of the dif- 
poſition and manners of thoſe, with whom they trequertly, and 
' familiarly converſe. 
| 2. By an unneceſſary conver ſing with prophane men, thou makeſ 
thy feff acceſſary to their ſins, even to their Blaſphemies, Ribauldry. 
- and Prophaneneſs. For by thy filence thou giveſt a ſecret conſent 
- to their wickedneſs, and ſo makeſt them thine own. 

4+ Intimate and needleſs ſociety with the wicked, will make thee hy- 
able to their puniſhments. 

Therefore S. Fohn, as it is recorded of him, going to the 
Bath at Epheſus, there met Ebion, and Corinthws, two blafphe-F" 
mous Hereticks, belching out their Biaſphemies againſt Chriſt 
_— he made all the haſte he could out of their company 
fearing {ome eminent judgment from the Lord to fall upon then 
Who was no ſooner departed, but preſently the houfe fell down 
 anddeftroyed them with their companions. .. 

- But it js not only the company of diſſolute, ſcandalous perſons} _ 
as Drunkards, Swearers, and Scoffers of religion that 1 wevuldF' 
adviſe thee to ſhun ; buteven perſons eeerly civil, dead-bearted, for 
.mal profeſſors of religiov; let not theſs be the: companions of thy 
choice, or thy boſome friends, who. bein CIeeng withll 
the myfteries of the Goſpel, and ths power of godlineſs, cannol.”. 
winiſtet any ſavoury, profitable: diſcourſe to their hearers : Safe 
: __ EL 4 
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' $hat whoſoever ſhall frequently aſſociate himſelf with ſuch, negs 

S:&ing the Communion of Saints, he will ſoon find his zeal for 
;0d, and the wayes of godlineſs much cooled * his fervency in 
Holy duties much abated : his love to God, and his people much 
eſſened , yea and an univerſal decay of his Graces inlenſibly to 
7r9W upon him, So that a Chriſtian inſtead of proceeding tor- 
. Fxard in Religion, and growing in grace, he will go backward, 

Þnd find a ſpiritual decay in himſelf, 

Therefore, O young man,in the choice of friends for thine in- 
imate acquaintance, and familiar converle, ſeriouſly think of 
his. | 
II. Defire and embrace the company of the godly, who may further 
Whee in2 the way to Heaven, make them thy familiar friends and: compa- 
jons, The more thou converſeſt with ſuch, the greater en- 
eaſe wilt thou find in thy (elf of knowledge, faith, love, zeal, 
umility, and other graces. - The very preſence of a religious 
erſon, much more his gracious ſpeeches, his holy , advice, his 


. Mcaſonable reproofs, and his godly converſation will be a great 


elp to thee in the way to Heaven. There is a certain vertue in 
She words and behaviour of men endowed with Heavenly wiſ- 


Yom, which ( by the bling of God's holy Spirit ) doth work 


$fe&ually on thoſe who are converſant with them, for the in- 
'Wightning of their minds with the knowledge of God and his 
ruths : for the inflaming their hearts with a love to God,, and 
eal for his glory. 

O Young man, thou canſt not imagine what ſpiritual advan- 
age may be got by converſing with holy gracious perſons 3 eſpe- 
ally if thou beef careful to treaſure up thoſe Chriſtian experi- 
nces thou heareſt frym them, and what elſe may make for thy 
piritnal good, Thus will the communion of Saints be improved 
othe edification of Saints. 

Maving done with the Dir-Fions which concern your ſelve; 
$" particular, I now proceed to ſuch which relate to others. 


_—_—_Y —_—_———— _—_—_— 


CHAS HEY. 
Containeth ſeveral duties which relate to others, 


E peaceable towards all, Rom. 12, 18. If it be poſſible, a; 
| LIÞ much as lyethin you, live peaceably with all men. A peace- 
ble diſpoſition conſiſteth in theſe eight things. | | 
| 1. Ina backwardneſs to give offence unto others, A manof @ 
eaceable diſpoſition will fozbear all provoking language, and 
FoTi2aTe, or whatioeyer way {ttr1p others unto wrath, 


2, In 
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2. In an unaptnt[s to take offence when given, well knowing : 
thar it is the ſudden taking an offence that doth occaſion ſtrifeÞ! 
' and contention, rather than the giving it : As it is the (econd$© 
blow that makes the fray. Many out of their pride think it af 
point of baſeneſs, 1gnominy, and diſgrace to put up the leaf 
wrong. But Solomon {aith, Prov. 19. 11, It is the glory of a wanff” 
80 paſs over an offence,” taking little notice: thereof, and putting® 
the beſt interpretation on it. I © 
3. In a forwardneſs to be reconciled unto thoſe who have wrongel#® 
thee, Ihave read that there was ſometime a Variance betweerF's 
two famous Philoſophers, Ariſtippus, and eAſchines ; Ariitippms aff® 
length goeth to Aſchines, and feeks for peace and reconciliation © 
and withal ſaid, Renxwmber, though I am the Elder, yet I firft ſoug 
\for peace. True, laid Aſchines, and for this, I will ever acknow 
ledge you the worthier man , for 1 began the ftrife , but you th " 
ences 
d But, O Young men, how many of you come far ſhort of AriP® 
ftipps (though an Heathen Philoſopher ) in this particular 7 
thinking it no diſgrace to break the peace, but a diſgrace 1” 
ſeek it ? Forgetting how Abraham humbled himſelf ſo farF* 
as to goto Lot for peace and reconciliation : the ſuperior to thiF'® 
znferior, though the injury done was on Lors part, and not 0 
Abrahams. | 
Surely whoſoever will be the Children of Abraham, muſt fol" 
low the ſteps of their Father Abraham, and thougt elder iſ” 
years, and greater in place, yet go firſt to their Brother for peacſ®" 
and reconciliation. | 
4. Ina cvillngneſs to part with thy right for peace ſake, Whel C 
men ſtand upon terms of extream right, there peace is uſually” 
broken, and contentions are ingendred. The World may counfſ®* 
this an effeminate ſoftneſs, but it is the trueſt prudence. Iden 
not, but a man of a peaceable diſpoſition may with a good con Wee 
ſcience ſeck tv recover his own by Law, Provided, that it bQ"** 
not for every ſmall, trifling matter 3 and without all private ref'- 
vengeand inward hatred 3 and after all amicable means and ref*< 
medies have been uſed. For the Law is to be uſed only as Phyſ<* 
ſick for thoſe diſeaſes which cannot otherwiſe be cured, , == 
5. In a patient bearing the wrongs and injuries of others done un : 
thee. Matth. 5. 19. ſaith our Savieur, Refift not evil, but whoſoeurf ©, 
ſhall ſmite thee on the right cheek, turn to him the other alſo, &c. whK al 
words arenot to be underſtood ſimply ,and literally, but compara** 
tively, as if he had (aid, Rather than reveuge thy ſelf, by riſing up #_ 
 gainſt him that hath ſmitten thee on the right cheek,turn to him the ot! th 
alſo, that is, be more ready to receive another wtong, than retall ' 
ate the formerz rather than thou ſhouldſt revenge thy ſelf - 
| * Neutbe 


_. ſmaY injury, be ready to receive a greater, 


, 
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-ine} Neither is this expoſition of Var Saviour to be applyed only 
rife @ real blows,, to ſmiting bythe hand, 'but alſo by the rongue, to 
e ſuſſerings of reproache®: 'as if he had (aid, If a man ſhall 
ak diſgracefully, and reproachfully of thee, be fo far from 
leagſting dirt in his face, by reproaching and reviling tim again, 
v1. rather be ready to receive and bear greater reproackes and Ui- 
tingF4ces. I 
"© 6. In a willingneſs to forgive the wrongs and injuries of other: effer- 

wato ws 3 This is made the condition of Gods forgiving of us. 
ive, and je ſhall be forgiven, Luk. 6, 37. And if ye Jorgive 
t men their treſpaſies, neither will your Father forgive your treſpaſſes. 
dreadful word to all fuch who are of implacable ſpirits, who 
ill revenge their wrongs, but will not remit them Wont 
ou not be forgiven ? wouldſt thou that God {hould revenge 
"on thee the wrongs thou haſt done him ?- O tremble : he wi:l 
ftainty do it, he will not forgive thee unleſs thou forgive thy 
Fother. x | 
7. Ina readineſs todo what good »ffices of love and Ijudaefs ww 
S» tnto thoſe who have wrongtd ws, For which we have the com - 
nd of C riſt, Matth. 5. 4. But 1 ſay tento you, love your ea22- 
ies, bleſs them that curſe yors, do good to them who hate you, It is 
dt ſufficient to ſpeak friendly and peaceably, but we muſt thew 
r peaceable diſpoſition by doing good unto thoſe who have 
ronged us. To requite good for good is civil courteſie : to xe- 
ite evil for evil is malicious policy : to requite evil for good is 
Bateful ingratitude: but to requite good for evil 1s true Chri- 
ian Charity, which goeth beyond all the Heathenith tove 
the the World. ' This is a leſſon hard to fle!h and blood, but the 
1al[@ore difficult it is to nature, the more earne!t ſhould be our en» 
ouneavour, and the more comfortable will be our practice; 
lenfſ .%. 1» a forwardneſs to make peace between others, who are at var i= 
ont This is accounted by many Wordly Politicians a thanklets 
x b@fice; becauſe they may incurr the difpleafure, and Jofe rhe 
» refiend(hip of both parties. But what if thou ſhouldſt loſe the 
| reÞ1endihip of one or two men, yet by doing thy duty to thy 
>hjcighbour, thou ſhalt gain the favour of God, which will a. 
undantly recompence the loſs of any mans ſriendihip. 
# Beſides, though it ſhonld prove a thankleſs work, yet there 
eÞ 3 blefling promiſed thereunto,' Matth. 5. 9. Bl-ſſed are rh: prace - 
haeff'a*ers, for they ſhall be called the ehildren of Ged, that 1s, they 
araÞall attain to this priviledge and preftogative to be the Children 
" | od, So that the glorious rewards which follow this duty; 
of$2 abundantly recompence the inconveniences and miſchiets; 
ralÞhich ſometimes accompany the ſame. Y 
of | T- Ancther duty incumbent on thee whichrelateth to others, i this, 
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be aff able and court:ous unto all , avoiding all moroſe, and ſupuſſy; 


* be any way ſerviceable to God, and his people; and that which 
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ciliozs behaviour. Religion requires courtelie, 'as well as piety 
good manners together with good Conſciences, Many Moral m 
who have no (ſaving grace, yet herein carry themſelves like 
Chriſtians. What a ſhame is it then for Chriſtians, who hay, 
truth of Grace in them, not to carry themſelves like mori 
men ! 

This will exceedingly Grace your carriage, and make you 
company well-come, and acceptable unto all. Yea it will wir 
the hearts of all with whom you have to do, and even knit thenff 
unto you. 7avids Courteous carriage made all the ſervants d 
Saul to reſpe&t him. Yea it isfaid, Al Iſrael and Judah lowlf;,, 
him, 1 Sam. 18. 16, n 

On the other fide, Charliſhneſs, Bitterneſs, Teftineſs, and ſud 
other Vices which are contrary to this Vergine, alienate men; 
minds from them, yea and exaſperate them againſt them, 


TIT. Carry thy ſelf humbly towards all men, thinking better of | 
theys, than of thy ſelf The truth is, that man who well know 
eth himſelf, knoweth more of himſelf, of his own weakn 
and vileneſs, than he can know of moſt others; and therefore 
he may well have a meaner eleem of himſelf than of others, lh 
{pectally ſuch as are of his rank, and betwixt whom there is not 
ro0 too palpable a difference If he have apparently better gift ;h 
than others, yet his humble mind will make him think that off q; 
thers may have more true inward Grace, and ſincerity, becaulſ 
he knows more of the deceit of his own heart than he can of « 
thers, 

Humility is ſo graceful a grace that it makes him who is deck- 
ed therewith gracious in every mans eye. Whereas none are 
more diſdained than the proud, none are better reſpe&ed both 
by God and man than the humble, 


IV Be as ſerviceable to others as thow canſl. As it was the me! ſe 
and drink of our bleſſed Saviour. to b: doing goed unto others ; So yi 
let it be thy meat and drink, even thy chief delight to be doing wy 
all rhe good thou canſt, Let not any opportunity of doing goodſſ} tc 
flip out of thy hands, but as the Wiſe man adviſeth, EcCleſ. 0,10 
Whatſoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with all thy might, that is 
whatſoever ability, or opportunity of ſervice God affordeth unto 
thee, either in thy gencral or particular Calling, improve it n 
with all care and diligence : endeavour with thy might to do all a 
the good that poſſibly thou canſt in thy Generation. ir 

And ſurely it is the greateſt honour we are capable of here, to 


wal 
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uerffyill bring much peace and comfort to our ſouls and confci- 
ety ences. 
men y. Be merciful towards ſuch as are in miſery, Luk. 6.36. This 
Snercifulneſs, or mercy is ſuch a compaſſion of the heart, where- 
Sy a man is moved to help and ſuccour others in their miſery.So 
hat true mercy hath in it two things, 
"- $ p pobnnes” Tay or laying t0 heart the miſeries of others, 
uy 2, Aninclination, and readineſs to ſuccour and relieve. them ac« 

cording to their miſery, It comprehends affet ion and afion, the 
former being the fountain and foundation of the latterz and the 
Ylatter the ſtream and demonſtration of the former. So that in the 
compaſſion of the heart, and in the a& of relief, conſiſts the true 
nature of Mercy. | 

I. The former we find often preſſed in Scripture, as Job 6. 
14. To him that t affli&:d, pity ſhould be ſhewed from bus friend. Put 
en therefore, ſaith the Apoſtle, Col. 3. 12. as the El:& of God, boly, 
and beloved, bowels of mercy, Which is & metonymical form of 
ſpeech, often uſed in holy Scripture, whereby is meant pity 
oe compaſſion towards them that are in any miſery or af- 
fiction. 
or If we conſider the nearneſs of conjun&ion, and communiort 
» ©Fthat one Chriſtian hath with another, we may well be convin - 
noe ced of the equity of this duty. For we are all ſons_of one Fa- 
ittF ther, all members of one body : In reſpe& thereof there ſhould, 
© 0F nay there ought to be ſuch a ſympathy and compaſſion in the 
ul members of the myfical body, I mean among Chriltians, as there 
ON 55 in the members of the natural body, Now we know thatin the 
nitural body, if one member ſuffer all the members ſuffer with it,as the 
Apoſile expreſſethy1 Cer.12.26.which place S. Arftin in his tenth 

ratate onFobn explaining,excellently ſheweth the mutual com- 
paſſion between the members of a natural body, Beho!d,faith he,the 
foot treadeth on athorn, and ſee how all the members condole it ; The 
back bends it ſelf, th: head ftropeth, the tongue complaineth as if ie 
ea ſelf were pricked , the eye ſearcheth it out, the hands do their b:f# to 
SOF pluck it out, yea every member of the body is compa/ſionately_affe&ed 
ny withit, And ſurely (ſuch a ſymparhy and compaſſion there ought 
od to be amongſt Chriſtians, who are all members of one body, 
whereof Chriſt Jeſus is the head. a 


11. Thy compaſſionate heart muſt have a hilping hand. For the 
nature of true mercy conſiſteth as well as in the a& of relief, 
as in the compaſſion of the heart, Thou ha#ft not done thy duty 


nz: ſothat pity which is alone without works, doth not juſtifis 
| E2 our 


in pitying the diſtreſſed, unleſs thou likewiſe relieve them. As: 
that faith, which is alone without works, doth not juſtifie 


- « # 


*. 


a, 16 SW A 

64 The Tount Mar's Guide, | 
be aff able and court:ous unto all, avoiding all moroſe, and ſuper) 
ciliow behaviour. Religion requires courtelie, 'as well as pieyÞ., 
good manners together with good Conſciences, Many Moral mal - 
who have no ſaving grace, yet herein carry themſelves like 
Chriſtians. What a ſhame is it then for Chriſtians, who hav 
truth of Grace in them, not to carry themſelves like morif 
men! 

This will exceedingly Grace your.carriage, and make you 
company well-come, and acceptable unto all. Yea it will wit 
the hearts of all with whom you have to do, and even knit thenf 
unto you. "avids Courteous carriage made all the ſervants df 
Saul to reſpe& him. Yeait is ſaid, All Iſrael and Judah lowlffe, 
him, 1 Sam. 18. 16. n 

On the other ſide, Charliſhneſs, Bitterneſs, Teſtineſs, and ſuc 
other Vices which are contrary to this Vertue, alienate mens 
mznds from them, yea and exaſperate them againſt them, 


TIT. Carry thy ſelf humbly towards all men, thinking better of 
thers, than of thy ſelf The truth is, that man who well know 
eth himſelf, knoweth more "of himſelf, of his own weakneſ; 
and vileneſs, 'than he can know of moſt others; and therefor: 
he may well have a meaner efleem of himſelf than of others, ej 
ſpecially ſuch as are of his rank, and betwixt whom there is notifſ;. 
too too palpable a difference If he have G—_—_— better gift th 
than others, yet his humble mind will make him think that og, 


- . 
thers may have more true inward Grace, and ſincerity, becauſe 
he knows more of the deceit of -his own heart than he can of of;, 
thers, : na 
Humility is ſo graceful a grace that it makes him who is deck a, 


ed therewith gracious in every mans eye. Whereas none are: 
more diſdained than the proud, none are better reſpe&ed both Pa 
by God and man than the humble, : 


I V Be as ſerviceable to others as thow cauſt. As it was the meal (+ 
and drink of our bleſſed Saviour. ts b: doimg good unto others ; S0ff pl 
let it be thy meat and drink, even thy chief delight to be doingY a 
all rhe good thou canſt, Let not any opportunity of doing golf} tc 
flip out of thy hands, but as the Wiſe man adviſeth, Fcclel. 9;10 w 
Whatſoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with all thy might, that i, 
whatſoever ability, or opportunity of ſervice God affordeth unto 
thee, either in thy gencral or particular Calling, improve it n 
with all care and diligence : endeavour with thy might to do ally a: 
the good that poſſibly thou canſt in thy Generation. Fir 
| And ſurely it is the greateſt honour we are capable of here, tc 
." beany way ſerviceableo God, and his people; and that whic 
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uperfxill bring much ' peace and comfort to our ſouls and confci- 
"ety Fences. | 
men. Y. Be merciful towards ſuch as are in miſery, Luk. 6.36. This 
likFnercifulneſs, or mercy is ſuch a compaſſion of the heart, where- 
avelby a man is moved to help and ſuccour others in their miſery.So 
1ulthat true mercy hath in it two things, F 
' I. A compaſſion, or laying to heart the miſeries of cthers, 
you 2. Aninclination, and readineſs to ſuccour and relieve them ac= 
Wilfording to their miſery. It comprehends affeit;ou and aftion, the 
neniformer being the fountain and foundation of the latterz and the 
t5 flatter the fiream and demonſtration of the former. So that in the 
/oulcompaſſion of the heart, and in the a& of relief, conſiſts the true 
nature of Mercy. G 
I. The former we find often preſſed in Scripture, as Job 6. 

14. To him that u affl ied, pity ſhould be ſhewed from his friend. Put 
en therefore, (ſaith the Apoſtle, Col. 3. 12. as the El: of God, holy, 
and beloved, bowels of mercy, Which is a metonymical form of 
f ſpeech, often uſed in holy Scripture, whereby is meant pity 
lor +1 compaſſion towards them that are in any miſery or af- 
neo fliction. 
forlll, If we conſider the nearne(s of conjunKion, and communion 
» Fthat one Chriſtian hath with another, we may well be convin - 
nogced of the equity of this duty. For we are all ſons of one Fa- 
il ther, all members of- one body : In reſpe& thereof there ſhould, 
© OF nay there ought to be ſuch a ſympathy and compaſſion in the 
members of the my#ical body, I mean among Chriltians, as there 
| oF js in the members of the natural body, Now we know thatin the 

natural body, if one member ſuffer all the members ſuffer with it,as the 
ck- Apoſile expreſſeth, 1 Cer.12.26.which place S. Auſtin in his tenth 
ary Tra&ate on Fobn explaining,excellently ſheweth the mutual com- 
oth paſſion between the members of a natural body , Beb/4,faith hethe 

foot treadeth on athorn, and ſee how all the members condole it ; The 

back bends it ſelf, th: head ftropeth, the tongue complaineth as if ie 
real ſelf were pricked , the eye ſearcheth it out, the hands do their b:ff to 
SO pluck it out, yea every member of the body is compa)ſionately_affefed 
wy with it, And ſurely ſuch a ſymparhy and compaſſion there ought 
dF to be amoneg{t Chriſtians, who are all members of one body, 
10-4 whereof Chriſt Jeſus is the head. 


Nen 


ah TI. Thy compaſſionate heart muſt have a hilping hand. Fot the 
' UF nature of true mercy conſiſteth as well as in the a& of relief, 
a5 inthe compaſſion of the heart, Thou haft not done thy duty 
in pitying the diſtreſſed, unleſs thou likewiſe relieve them. As: 
that faith, which is alone without works, doth not juſtifie 
us: ſothat pity which is alone without works, doth agt juſtifi» 
| ; E 2 our: 
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the rich mans ſtock, the poor mans due, Prov, 3. 27. withhold ws 
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our faith, In vain therefore doſt thou boaſt of thine inward come: 
paſſion, unleſs thou likewiſe afford thine outward contribution, ſe 

For thine encouragement unto this kind of Mercy. 0 

.. 1, Know that outward works of mercy are (ſweet ſmelling Sacri-Þ1 
feces wherewith the Lord i 4well pleaſed. Theſe are the oblationsſ 
which he now requireth, The Altar on which this Sacrifice jsſcd 
to be offered, is the back of the poor, What greater argument 
can there be to enforce this duty of Charity, than to conſider! 
it. is acceptable, and pleaſing unto God ? For what in- 
_ Chriſtian would not do that which is acceptable unte 
God ? 

2. Weare mot ſo much Lords of our Eftates, .as Stewards, ani 
therefore ought not to appropriate all unto our ſelves,but to communic 
ſome part thereof to the poor, unto whom ſomet hing out of our efta! 
doth belong. In which reſpec the ſpirit of God calleth part of 


good from them to whom it ts due, when it ts in the power of thy ha 
to doit, Sothat what S. Pal ſaith of himſelf, concerning the 
Preaching of the Goſpel, 1 Cor. 9. 16, Neceſſity # laid upon: me 
Jea woe is unto me, if 1 preach not the Goſpel, The like ſhould 6 
very Chriſtian ſay of himſelf in this behalf, Necefity © laid wpouſſb" 


- me to relieve the poor, and woe be unto me, if I do it not. ſe 


3. All profeſſion of religion, without works of Charity # but h 
pocritical, For this ts pure Religion, and undefiled before God, to vi 
#he Fatherleſs aud Widows in their affiftions, 1 Jam. 1. 27. that! 
The-comforting and ſupporting ſuch as arean want and miſery 
doth evidence the truth of our Religion. 

4. Conſider the ben: fits which follow and accompany our works off Vi 
Charity. For thereby we bring glory to God, adorn our Chrif W 
ſtian Religion and profeſſion : and not only make glad the hearty] 0 
of the poor, whom we relieve, but likewiſe refreſh our own R 
ſouls, in that our works of Charity will evidence ' as thn 
truth of our Religion, ſo likewiſe of our faith 3 for faitſſ}-a 
qvithout works is dead: its not a living, but a dead faith whicll t! 
Manifeſts not its life by working. b 

Laftly, It #' a means for encreaſing our ſtore , Prov. 3..9, 10] (a 
Honour the Lord with thy ſubſtance, by giving bountifully to thy v 
poor, So ſhall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy preſſes bu 
out With new wine. And Prov.11.24, There ts that ſcattereth, ani % 


- gee encreaſeth, Intimating that this kind of ſcattering is the 


means ©0f increaſing,which made the Apoſtle ſay in 2 Cor. 9. 6M n 


"Bhat ſoweth ſparingly, ſhall reap ſparingly, but be which ſc-vul 


bountifully,ſhall reap bouxtifully, And ſaith our Saviour, Luk. 5.3 2 


Give and it ſball be given you, good meaſure, preſſed down, ani t/ 
ſhaken together, 80 that nothing isloſt by giving to the poot 
; | | ; ye 


The Toung Man's Guide, a 
om. thea it is the ſureſt and ſafeſt way of getting.Whereas a covetoud 
tion Keeping back, and withholding from the poor, is the ready way 
o want and poverty,according to that of the Wiſe man,Prov. 9. 
acri-Þ1. There ts that withholdeth more than # meet, but it tendeth to po- 
ionsFeerty, through Gods curſe upon their eſtate for their hard heart- 
ce igffednels to the poor : yea how many have loſt their ſoul, as'well 
nents their eſtate, by their over-ſaving ? How can they hope to 
der, ſind mercy from Chriſt, who never ihewed mercy to Chriſt in 
in-fhis members ? * | kf F 
unto} Therefore, O Young man, be perſwaded for the time to come 
0 be more charitable,knowing it is not ſo much a mercy to have 
wherewithall to do good, as to do good with what we have. 
MAnd let thy giving out be proportionable to what the Lord hath 
given unto thee, They who are rich in this Worlds goods, 
Yoiight to be rich in good works ; the greater thy receits are, the 
greater ought to be thy returns, 
That thou maiſt be more free, and bountiful in thy Charity, 
Follow the advice which the Apoſile giveth to the Options. 
1 Cor. 16, 1, 2. Opon the firſt day of the week, ( that is, the Lords 
day) let every one of you lay by him 1% fore, as God hath | proſpered 
upon bim : that is, according to the ability wherewith God hath bleſ- 
ſed him, let him ſet apart ſomething for the relief of the poor. 
+ 44 By this means thou wilt be more ready and free to give upon any 
wiſh good occaſion, baving a ſtock by thee for that very end and pur- 


t i;Y poſe, 


VI. Carefully reBore what thou haft ftoln or unjuſtly got. It is 
bs off very ſinful to get things wrongfully, and no leſs to keep what is 
hrij wrongfully, gottenz therefore the law requireth reſtitution 
arti} of ſtoln and ill-gotten goods, as Excd. 22. 1. Lev. 5. 2, 3. &c. 
»w1 Reſtitution 35 not an arbitrary thing, left to our will to do, or 
thi] not todo; but an a&t of Juſtice, to the performane whereof we 
ait-are bound by the expreſs letter of the law, Whoſoever he be 
cl that hath wronged another, either by detaining what he hath 
borrowed, or by getting by fraud or oppreſſion, onght to make 
ſatifa&ion, by reſtoring either the thing it (clf or the value and 
worth of it. | 

Q. What if the party be not able to make full ſatisſation for the 
Wrong he hath done ? x 

A, If he be not in truth able to make full ſatisfa&ion, yet ke 
muſt reſtore ſo far as he isable,and his eſtate will reach : and God 
will accept the will for the deed, according to that of the Apolile, 
2 Cor. 8.12, If theje be a willing mind, it t accepted according t 
that &« man hath, and mot according to that he bath not. 

2, He muſt humbly acknowledge the wreng he hath con 
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If ſatisfa&ion cannot be made by Refrirution, then it it muſt be 
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'3. He muſt ſhew himſelf willing to reſtore whatſoever he hath 


om 


"Net 


t 


unuſily, and fraudulently gotten ; and promife ſatisfaQtionſpre 


whenſoever God-ſhall enable him thereunto, 
Q. What if the party wronged be dead ? 
| A. Then Reſtitution our ht to be made to his Executors, or Admigi 
Prators, or Heirs : and if they cannot be found, then to the poor, 


making them his Heirs ; and thereby thou wilt turn thy Debt in-ſſi 


to an Aims, and in ſhewing thy ſelf juſt, do a work 
——  \"— 

What thou doſt herein let it be done ſpeedily. For thou know. 
eſt not what a day may bring forth : thou maiſt either be taken 
from thy riches, or thy riches may be taken from thee, and thou 
thereby be altogether diſenabled to reſtore according to thy 


purpoſe, 


Though for the preſent thou maiſt pleaſe thy ſelf with thine 
ill- gotten goods 3 yet if ever thy Conſcience beenlightened and 
made ſenſible of the evil of fin, thou wilt find no quiet therein, 
till thou haſt made reſtitution, Seneca tells us of a Philoſopher at 
Athens, who having bought a pair of Shooes upon truſt, and 
afterwards hearing that the Shoo-maker was dead,flattered him- 
ſelf, for a while, with a conceit that the money due for the 
Shooes was his own, and that he ſhould never be called upon for 
the ſame, But his conſcience being afterwards awakened, he 
was {o terrified with the thought of his injuſtice, that as one af- 
frighted, he ran with all ſpeed to the mans ſhop, and finding 
She door ſhut, he flung the money in at the Window, ſaying, 
Though the gord man be dead, yet the money is due from me. If an 


Heathen made {uch Conſcience of reſtoring what was anothers, 


and not his own; How much more (houldſt thou, who art a 
Chriſtian, make Conſcience of reſtoring whatſvever thou haſt 


' Roln,cr fraudulently gotten from another, and doth not properly 


belong unto thee ? 

0bj. Happily thou wilt ſay, T am willing to make reſtitution, 
but unwilling to have the thing known, becauſe thereby my 
credit and reputation will be exceedingly blaſted, 

A. For the preſervatiou of thy Reputation thou maiſt make choice of 
fome hon;ft, fanhbful friend, whowill delivcy the money or goods, and 
conc-al thy name. * 

Be ſure reſtitution be made one way or other, of thine ill-got. 
Fen goods. 


\& |, Recauſe otherwiſe they will prove a moth to conſume the 


reſt of thine eſtate, 


=, - #- Kti-cneonly way and means whereby thou canſt make re- 


compence 
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be z&ompence and ſatisfa&ion for the wrong thou haſt done unto th 
8 | eighbour, 
hath} Halt thou t'ierefore, O Young' man, in the time of thine Ap» 
Xiogfſprenticeſhip been unfaithful to thy Maſter, and floln any* thing 
rom him or any other ? as thou expecgeſt to find mercy from 
God, and to obtain the pardon of thy ſin, reſolve forthwith to 
refiors the ſame; otherwiſe it will prove not only a moth in 
thine eſtate, but tte ruine,of thy ſoul. If thou part not ({peed- 
ily with thine ill gotten goods, thy foul is like to go for them» 

© off And what will it profit thecto ſave thy goods and loſe thy ſoul > 
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thy Shexweth the neceſſity of ferforming Relative Duties, 

ine} VII. Ave ſpecial regard to the duties thou ow: to thy relations; 
nd wherein conſiſfeth a great part of a Chriſtians work, 1E 


in, God hath bleed thee with a family, let thy care be that God 
at may be honoured therein, by a conltant, conſcionable perfor- 
nd mance of hcly and religious duties, Kelarive Duties do more de- 
m- monſtrate piety, and true godlineſs, than Genera! duties. The 
he} work of Grace in mens converſations doth appear much in the 
orf duties of their relations. If therefore thou profeſs godlineſs, 
he] manifeſt the truth and power of it in performing the duties of 
if-N thy relations. | 

gl | Whatſoever men may talk of godlineſs, except it appear in a 
gl conſcionable diſcharge of the duties of their relations, all their 
an] talk, and profeion of Religion is to no purpoſe, Except a ſer- 
s, 8 vant be diligent and faithful to his Maſter, a Child dutitul to his 
aſl Parent, a Wife loving, and obedient to her Husband, all their 
NF profeſſion of Religion isin vain. So unleſs Maſters, Parents, 
yſ and Husbands be careful aod conſcionadle in the diſcharge of the 
duties of their relations, all their talk of godlineſs is to no pur- 

, | . Pole. FEES: 
y Therefore, O Young man, have ſpecial regard to thy relative 
duties : if thou be not good therein, thou art not good at all, 
fl what (hew of goodneſs ſoever thou makeſt, A gocd man, bur 
If a carele's maſter, careleſs of the fouls of kis Servants! A 
- good man, bit an harſh, unkind husband, theſe cannot well 
. ſtand together. Men are really what they are relatively : ex- 
cept thou art relatively gocd, thou art not really good. Fe 
| therefore exaG&iy conſcionable in the duties of thy relations, If 
s thou beeſt a Matter, a Governour of a ſamily, be uſt and mer- 
ciful to thy ſervants, careful for the faving of their fouls It 
E 4 thou 
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2 ou beeſt an Rusband, be kind and loving'to thy Wife, let 
thy.commands be in love, then will they be more cheertfnlly of tai; 
beyed. IF thou beeſt a Father, be careful in the education to : 
thy children, bringing themup in the nurture and admonitionf wo 
of the Lord; as God hath made them thy Children by natural dis 
generation, do thy endeavour to.make them his children by upc 
reh1gious education. Know that relative duties and graces df tho 
yery much grace religion. oy 

£, What are thoſz ſpecial relative duties which are incumf unt 
hent upon Maſters and Governours of Families in reference tof rea 
thoſe under their charge ? | 

A.1. Let your bouſes be daily perfumed by a Morning and Evening (er: 
Sacrifice of Prayer and Prartſe unto God, Both which were ap of 
pointed under the Law, Exod. 29. 38, 39. ang this ſhadowed pro 
what was to be performed under the Goſpel. God renews his we 
r:ercies to you eyery Morning, and prote&s you every night int 
from manifold dangers whereunto you are ſubje&: and can youſ} : 
be ſonngrateful and unmindful of hym, whois every moment ſoff cha 
mindfulof you, as not to offer up unto him a Morning and anJthe 

Fvening Sacrifice ? | | | 

* It is obſervable that Heatheniſh Families, and Prayerleſs Families] bod 

are joined together, Jer. 10.25. Pour out thy fury npon the Hea-Þ of 

then who know thee mot, and upon the Families that call not onthythe 

ypame. Implying, that thoſe Families little differ from Heathens| 1 

In which Prayers are not daily offered up unto God. Let nof|ted 

buſineſs then whatſoever occaſion the omitting either of Morn+ fri 

ing, of Evening Prayer. For what buſineſs can be of greaterſty , 

importance, than the ſerving of God, upon whoſe bleſfing de- | my 

rends the good and i11;{uccefs of all our affairs? How can thatYI k 

Maſ.er cxpett a blefling from God upon his daily, labours, who o- || wh 

mits either Morning or Fvening Prayer ? For as God 1s the foun- {mi 

rain of all bleſſing, ſo Prayer is the means he hath ſanEihed for cha 

the obtaining of it. * Yhis 

* Say not, thou art willing to pray with thy Eamily, but know- Flik 

eſt not how to expre's thy elf in apt words. , + Yvat 

., As Frequent uſe in other things maketh men perfe& therein : [the 

ſo accuſtom thy (elf to pray alone in thy Cloſet, and thereby thou [hat 

wilt be enabled to pray with thy Family. Rather than mo 
thou ſhouldſt altogether forbear praying in and with thy family, Jan 
ont of a conceit of thine jnability thereunto, I would advite Jnex 

thee for a while to read a Prayerout of a Book, till thou haſt a Þ 

confidence to pray in thy family without one,  ÞUreſf 

2.Let the wc4d of God be frequently read in your Families,which 1s Jcor 

not on!y the foundation of faith, and the well-ſpring of ſaving 

- FieCom, but vifo the ground” of godlinefs, and the guide 6f 
—_—.- :.: :. 
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practice; able to make you wiſe unto ſalvation, 2 Tim. 3.16, Cer- 
tainly did you ſeriouſly conſider the benefit that might redound 
q to your ſervants by a frequent hearing the word read, you | 
would not but be more frequent therein.. Are any of them ad- 
dicted to drunkenneſs, lying, or ſwearing? who knows but 
I upon hearing the threatnings in Gods word denounced againſt 
thoſe ſins, they may for the time to come abhor and avoid-the 
ſame ?.Or are any of thy ſervants unprofitable, and diſobedient 
unto thee ? who knows but upon hearing the'duties of ſervants 
read out. of the word of God, where they are commanded to be 
. | obedient to their Maſters in all things, and to ſerve them not with et» 
"ll ſervice, as men-pleaſers, but as the ſervants of Chriſt with nglene 
Pl of heart, as Epheſ*5. 5, 6. they may become more obedient and 
ed] profitable unto thee ? So that, me thinks, for thine own good as 
is well as theirs,thou ſhouldſt cauſe the word to be frequently read 
hy in thy Family. ; 
out 3. Set ſome vime apart in every week, to catechiſe thoſe under 1h 
{off charge, teaching them the chief Principles of Religion; than which 
nf there is no better means to keep them from the errors of the 
| Ufimes. If he be worſe than an infidel who provides not for the 
ef bodies of ; thoſe in his family, what then is he who takes no care 
a-Jof theirſouls, negle&ing tv inſtruct them in the principles of 
bythe Oracles of God? 
ns Tf thou be a Maſter of a Family know that God hath commit- 
oF ted to thy care the ſouls of all under thy chargez and by not in- 
I firu&ing them in the Do&rines of Godlineſs, thou mailſt be guil- 
:t ty of their everlaſting damnation. And will not the fear of ſoul - 
>» | murther ſtartle and awaken thee to the performance of thy _ 2 
it $1 know Maſters are apt to reply, that this is the Miniſters work , 
> {who hath properly curam animarum, the charge of fouls com- 
1- mitted to him; and that if he do nor warn all under his 
C [charge of their ſin and miſery, their blood will be required at 

his hands. But let all Governors of Families know, that they 
'- Flikewiſe have the charge of the ſouls of their Childreh and Ser- 
« Yvants committed unto them 3 and if any of them periſh through 
: the negle& of their duty, their blood will be required at their - 
u Fhands. Oh that all Parents and Maſters of Families would be 
n [more faithful to that truſt which God hath committed to them, 
', $and hence forward reſolve to ſet upon thoſe duties, and not to 
e Fieglett them any longer. x 
af} 4. Becareful that thy ſelf and Family keep the Lords day boly, as by 
 Peefling from all the works of thine ordinary callingz fo by a 
s Jconſcionable performing thoſe holy and religions duties the 
p Bord Contec on his day. This God enzoineth every Maſter, 
of a Family in the fourth Commandment, Thew, thy Sou, and thy 
. ; Þ : Daughter, 
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Daughtry, thy Man-ſcroant, \and thy Maid ſervant, and all within; 
thy Gates ſhall keep that day boh. Wi 
Look that as many of thy Family, as can poTbly be ſpared, 
go with thee to the publick Ordinances. And let it be thy care, 
that the time before,after, and between the publick Ordinances, fſj; 
' be not ſpent either idly at kome in vain and worldly diſcourſes, , 
- or in walking abroad, or in needleſs viſiting of friends, and{/e, 
neighboursz but in praying, repeating of Sermons, reading{irh 
ſome part of the Scripture, and of other good books, Catechi-fl;n t 
ſing thy. Family, ſinging of Pſalms, and in holy Conferences,ſſto \ 
Thus you will not only keep the Sabbath day, as a day of reſt, hey 
but likewiſe ſan&ife that reſt, © ] 
For thine encouragement thereunto, know and confider that thylſi;y,, 
Godlineſs depends much upon thy ſanftifying the Sabbath day. As thouſ8; 
- artſtri&& or looſe in the obſervation of that day, and the dutiestha 
thereof, ſo doth thy godlineſs increaſe, and decreaſe. wh 
V. 4s a means aud help for the conſtant performing theſe Familſye] 
duties have ſpecial care of the choice of thy Toke fellow, that thou mar 1 
- 7y a vertuows woman, one wha is related to Chriſt, at leaſt one thatfmai 
Iiketh and approveth the beſt thimgs, 1f thy Wife be not a promo4fſonl 
ter of godlineſs in the Family, ſhe will be a hinderer thereof yit 
The Scripture in ſetting forth the wickedneſs of Fehoram, ren-JAn, 
ders this as the reaſon thereof, that he had the daughter of Ahab tafknc 
wife, 2 Chron, 21. 6. Therefore, O Young man, in ſeeking aſterÞwo; 
a Wife, it will be thy wiſdom, © | | | Ba ce 
1. Tolook more after righteouſneſs than after riches; to enquintcon 
more after her piety, than after her Portion : to know rather with whatſyto | 
Religion ſh? is endued, than with what eſte ſhe is endowed, AlaFtis 
What is the ricneſt,portion, the moſt exquiſite beauty, and theſſto | 
rarelt parts, in compariſon of a mind enobled with Grace andJapp 
Vertue 7 ' | ran 
A Wife as well .as an Husband is the greateſt outward comfortÞhea 
or croſs in the World : So that to err once in the choice of 1 
' Wife, is ina manner to be undone for ever. Therefore, Ofmy 
Young man, be ſure thou ſeek unto God by Prayer for his diretipre 
on and aſfiſtance in this great work, upon which much of thycon 
future happineſs, or miſery doth depend, * in 
*, 2, Next to Piety, Prudence and diſcretion is to be looked at inAJin a 
Wife. For wiſdom exceeds folly as much as light e:creds dnrkneſoÞ No 
Feclef. 2. 13. And indeed what is beauty without diſcretion, but afſely 
a Ferwel.of gold in a Swin:s ſnout? Prov. 11.22. And Solomon by (ilk: 
way of commendation ſetteth forth a prudent wife to be aſpef} oh 
' cial gift, and principal bleſſing of God; ſuch as excelleth all of fo t 
ther temporal bleſſings whatſoever. you 
3» Marriage-offettion requires ſome external amiablencſs, that ſi . « 
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le a pleaſing perſon, in whom thou nai delight, Though (as the 

Wiſe man ſpeaketh, Prov. 31. 30.) favour be deceitful, 4nd beaut 

vain 4 becauſe they arc ſubject many ways to decay, and vanith x 

away 3 yet favour and beauty may {erve tor the rooting, and ſet- 

ling.of affection at the firſt, To 
4. In regard that marriage t the foundation 'of a Family and Po- 


id ferity, a Portion ts not to be contemned,though not chiefly to be deſired. 
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Therefore in ſeeking a Wife, let not wealth and riches be chiefly 
in thine eye, as if thou wert going about a purchaſe, and wert 
to wed not the Woman, but her Wealth : but look more to 
her inward goodneſs, than to her worldly goods. 

Laſtly, For a concluſion of the whole, In the careful obſer va- 
tiou of all theſe direttions, Give diligence to make thy Calling aud E- 
k4;on ſure, It will,not ſuffice me to preſs thee to do ſomething, 
that ſo thou maiſt have hopez I would per{wade thee to thy 
whole duty, that fo thqu mailt have aſſurance that it ſhall be 
well with thee. 

Young man, thou art going forth into the World, how thou 


Imaiſt proſper in it notwithſtanding all thy sKill and care, God 


only knows. Who can tell what croſſes thou maiſt mget 
with in thy very entrance, that they may daſh all thy hopes 2 
And if thou halt neyer ſo fair and hopeful a beginning, yet who 
knows what may be thy lot before the end of thy day ? Why now 
wouldſt. thou get above all caſualties and croſſes, and at once be 
2 conqueror of all the world 2 Would thou have thy quiet and 
contentment out of the reach of winds and ſtorms ? and be able 


Ito live cheerfully in 'every condition ? Make Heaven ſure and 
(tis done. Thon maiſt then hoyle up taySails, commit thy felf 
Tto the Wind and Seas, make on thy voyage, and never be 


appall'd at the ſtorms on the way 3 whileſt thou haſi this afu- 
rance thou ſhalt come ſafe to Rarbour, and not an hair of thy 
head perith, 

Thus have you, dear youths, the deſires and breathings of 
my ſoul after your happine(s here and bleſlednels hereafter, ex- 
preled in ſome uſeful dire&ions ſuitable to your preſent ſtate and 


 condition,ſhewing you how to deport and carry your (elves both 


in your. general, & particular calling (o,that you may pleaſe God. 
In all things here, and live with kim in everlaſting bleiſednefs. 
Now my hearty requeito you is, that you will not content your 
ſelves with. a bare reading of them, but reſolve with tte af- 
lik:nce of Gods Grace,to enter upon the real practice of them.And 
oh that the Lord, who alone teacheth to profit, would pleaſe 
lo toſet them home upon your hearts, that they may tend to 
your ſpiritual good here, and eternal (alvation hereaſrer. 


73 


. O Young men you are now flowers inthe blocm, you are thoſe * 
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f:ft-fruits which ſhould be offered to the Lord : Oh that now 
you would conſecrate your ſelves unto God, and his ſervice : 
Oh that while you are Young, you would with Iſaac give your 
ſelves- to Prayer and Meditation , and with Samue! ſerve the 
Lerd from your youths 3 and with 0badiah fear the Lord from 
your youths : and with young 'Foſiah , do that which is right 
in the ſight of the Lord : -Oh that you would ſet theſe mens lives 
as Copies for your imitation, giving up your ſelves intirely, and 
unfeignedly to the Lord in a truly gracious life, 

« O Young men, you are now 1n your preparations for Fternity, 
and therefore had need to be very watchful over your ſelves, tg 
ſee that you walk circumſpeitly, not as fools, -but as wiſe, redeeming 
-: time, becauſe the days are evil, Fphel. 5. 15. Little do you con- 
ſider how much dependeth upon this moment of time, which God 
for the preſent is pleaſed to vouchſafe unto you, even no leſsthan 
tke whole weight: of eternity. Upon your well, or ill-impro: 
ving of your time, and talents here, depends your everlaſting 
cundition, that eRate which is to be forever and ever. O! 
what folly, and madneſs then muſt it needs be in yon, to ſuffer 
your Lults, or wicket companions to. Steal away this Jewel, 
your precious time which is more worth than all the World? 
Oh ghat for the future you would (o live every day, as thoſe that 
live forFternity. It is ſadly evident that too too many loſing 
their firlt and tender years, in concluſion loſe their ſouls alſo. 

O Dear Youths, Behold the arms of free grace are yet ope 
to embrace you, if now you will abandon your youthful luſts, 
and cordially turn unto God, who is willing to forgive, yea wil- 
ling to forget all former miſcarriages, upon the reforming your 
lwves 3 Turn ye, turn ye therefore: from your evil wayes, for why will 
ge dye ? Fzek. 33- 11. 

In this (mall Treatiſe, I have ſet before you life and death, 
Heaven and Hell, —_— and miſery. Know aſſuredly that as 
you cauſe now, ſo (ſhall you ſpeed hereafter, Oh then for the 
Lord Chriſt's ſake, and for the ſake of your poor ſouls, chooſe 
that good paft which ſhall never be taken from you : walk in 
the path which leads to life, and happineſs, that you may not 
perith, and be tormented with the Devils jn hell fire to all E 
ternity., 

And now my friend, I bid thee farewel. Take theſe words a- 
!ong with thee, let them ever be before thine eyes, and upon 
ra:ne heart, and then go on thy way, Good counſel be with 
r1ee, that thou mailſt guide thy affairs with ditcretion ; and good 
j1ccels be upon thee that thou maiſt eat the fruit of thy good do 
2135. TI with firſt that thy ſoul may proſper, and $1en I alſo will 
'£247 thy body may proſper, and thy lamily may profper, _—_ 
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eſtate may proſper, as thy ſoul profpereth. | 

The Lord be with thee,in all that thou ſetteſt thine hand untg. 
The Almighty bleſs thee: let his bleſſing be upon thy labours, let 
kis bleſſing be upon all thy ſnbſtance : let him help thee in thy 
work and increaſe thy ſtore: let his Sun ſhine upon thy Taber- 
nacle, and let the light of his Conntenance make glad thine 
heart : lethim guide thee with his eye, hold thee in his hands, 
carry thee in his boſome, till he hath lodged thee ſafe in; the e- 
verlaſting Reſt, Amen. 
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